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co LALLY, 


— 
FROM - 


His embarking for the Easr IxpIESs, as Commander 
in Chief of the FRENCH Forces in that Country, to 
his being ſent Priſoner of War to ENGLAanD, after 

g the Surrender of PONDICHERY. 


CONSISTING oF 


a 0 I. 
Written by HIMSELT and Addreſſed to his 
—_ 2 D G E 8, 
IN 


ANSWER to the Cnanc25 brought againſt him 
by the Ar ToRXEY GENERAL of his MOST 
CHRISTIAN MAJESTY. 


© Utuſtrated by l Mar of his Military Operations 
in the EAST INDIES 


* To which are added 


ACCOUNTS of the prior Part of his L1 FE, 
his CONDEMNATION, and EXECUTION 


With ſuch other P1zcs, (moſt of them produced on 


his TRIAL) as were thought moſt neceſſary to 
illuſtrate his civil and military Character. 


ä n all... —_ 
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P R E F A C E. 


F there i is any human inſtitution ſo intrin 
fically excellent as to require no compa- 
riſons to recommend it, it muſt, certainly, 
be the method of adminiſtring juſtice, both 
diſtributiye and vindictive, in England, where 
no man's life or liberty, good name or for- 
tune, let his lot be ever ſo low, can be taken 
from him, but ſolemnly in the face of the 
whole world, according to laws made before 
the fact laid to his charge was committed, 
and by the unanimous verdict of his equals, 
and equals, who may be faid to be of his 
own chufing, confidering the latitude of 
exception allowed him; men, whoſe very im- 
perfections, as productive of ſympathy, are 2 
ſecurity for his being tenderly treated, whilſt 
the preſence and authority of ſtated and pro- 
feſſed Judges ſufficiently ſecure that free 
courſe to legiſlative indignation, which the 
public ſafety indiſpenſably requires. 


Ks: 5 But 


64 5 
hut, though no compariſons may be requt- 


fite to cvince this intrinſic excellence of the 


Engliſh judicature, the hiſtory of what paſſes 


1n foreign tribunals may be highly uſeful to 
make us attend to it, ſo as to reconcile us to 


thoſe· government burthens, which, however 
heavy in themſelves, muſt a 


ppear light, when 
weighed againſt the bleſſings ſecured to us in 


| Logon Hee 10 ved them. 


10 enden, fletefore, of the pleaſure the 


1 may have in peruſing the following 


emoirs, as written by, and giving ſome ac- 


count of, a man, whoſe long and diſtinguiſhed 
- ſervices had gained him the approbation of 
his Prince, and the eſteem and confidence of 
a great body of his fellow ſubjects, and, at laſt, 


recommended him to a command, which 
brought on him the eyes of all Europe and 
Aſia, we hope they will prove fill more bene+ 


ficial by throwing ſome light on the treatment 
he met with at his trial, condemnation, and ex- 

ecution, from the higheſt and reputedly moſt 
impartial tribunal of a ſtate conſidered, even 
by many amongſt ourſelves, as the beſt go- 
Wera of all en a! 


This unfortunate: hn was Wes fon 
of a Captain in Lord Dillon's regiment, one 


of thoſe which went over into France upon 
the capitulation of Limerick, by a French 


Lady 


— 


DO! 


Lady of diſtinction. As ſoon as born, he 
was, according to the. cuſtom of the French 
army, entered a ſoldier in his father's com- 


pany ; and, continuing under his tutorage 


till near fifteen, ., made a great, proficiency 


in all thoſe accompliſhments, ſor which hs 


young Nobility of France, when born wick 


a happy genius, and conducted by 24. 


maſters, are generally remarkable. 
the ſon of an Officer of diſtinguiſhed 4 


he could not fail of gaining an early ac- 
quaintance with arms, at the ſame time 


that his being, by his mother, allied into 
ſome of the beſt emilies of France gaye him 


a much better opportunity, than moſt of his 
Iriſh fellow ſoldiers had, of being early initiated 
in high and polite life. Theſe advantages, 


added to that of a handſome perſon, diſtin- 


guiſhed young Lally ſo much, that, by the age 
of nineteen, he ſaw himſelf at the head of a 


company in the Iriſh. Brigade; an honour, 


Which. few. of the unhappy adventurers in 


that brave corps have been able to obtain 
alter as many years conſtant ſeryice in the 
field; but which, however, he ſeemed to be 


well intitled to by an unqueſtionable courage; 
an excellent underſtanding; and that martial 


aix, which, even without any extraordinary 
degree of ſenſe or knowledge, has been often 
found to r e backe, 
„ Hare 104 Range $ 
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yong Lafly - 


7110 to be e command, he | 
thought equally fitted for evil app. | 


ade. '% an age that mot - young 
gentlemen, "unleſs thoſe of the higheſt birth, 
would think thertſelyes honotred by à place 
in ſome of the inferior departments of the ſtate, 


he ſaw Him ſelf ſuddenly promoted to the Heads 


of one of the higheſt. At five and twenty, he 
wits fent by the French Court to negotiate 
ſome bufineſs at that of Ruſſia, where his dex- 
terity and fidelity gained him the confidence 


of the French King his maſter, and his wit 


and addreſs a recommendation from the Cza- 
rina herfelf; in conſequence of which he, on 

his return to France, began to be confidered{ as 
one of the moſt rifing characters at the Court 


of Verſailtes; a judgement, which was ſoon 
after verified by his being promoted to the 
command of a regiment, in which ſtation he 


behaved fo well in every ſervice, in which 
the Irill Brigade was employed, particularly 
at the memorable battle of Fontenòy, where 
it ſuffered ſo much, and at thefiege'6f Bergen- 

op- zoom, as to be juſtly eſteemed ole of [fie 
de ot ſoldiers in all France. * 


In the year 145, When the dung Pretender 0 
invaded, or rather ftole i into, "Hicks Ein, 
Menficur Lally came over into England, 
under a pretcnce of yt in 9 claim to Gant likes; 

which 


| 
[ 


( ix ) 
which be med his father had been poſ- 
ſeſſed of in Ireland, and he himfelf had a legal 
title to ; but, in reality, to act the part of a ſpy 
for the young Pretender; aſſiſt him with his 
counfels/ and ſtir up the malecontents in the 
ſouthern parts of Great Britain, by promiſes of 
money and other aſſiſtance; and in theſe bold 
attempts he is ſaid to haue had ſome ſucceſs, 
till his dangerous practices were diſcovered and 
laid open to the Duke of Cutaberland, who 
was not to be amuſed by ſuch. idle pretences; 
and, accordingly, gave ordets for his being 
ſeized. But Lally, who: had, it ſeems, notice of 
the ſtorm, availed himſelf ſo well of ſome ſlight 
knowledge his late Royal Highneſs the Prince 
of Wales had of him, 17 500 inſtead of being 
impriſoned as a ſpy, he was only, through _ 
interpoſition of that generpus and humane 
Prince, ordered to leave the kingdom i in four 
and twenty hours, contrary, it is faid, to the 
Duke of S 8 opinion. e 


Such was Lally's infatuation at "this time, 
that it was with great reluctance he left the 
kingdom. But he was, not long in France, 
before the young Pretender's affairs began' to 
wear fo bad an aſpect, that he had reaſon to 
thank Providence for having fo early extri- 
cated him from them, and thereby pre- 
vente his running ſuch lengths, as it would 
24. . bare | 
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| beds dne till lisbeing appointed 1 "Ig | 
tenant General, and Commander in Chief, of 


the French ſettlements in the Eaſt Indies, we 


know but little of Count Lally, except that 
he from day to day confirmed the good opi - 
nion ſo early conceived of him, and roſe pro- 


portionably in the ſervice; without facrificing, 
however, fortune to rank, fo that he came, at 
length, to be confidered as one of the wealthieſt 
as well as one of the braveſt men in the French 
army; and, of courſe, we may preſume, the 
fitteſt perſon to command in a country, 
where the deſire of making a ſpeedy fortune 
has oſten proved more detrimental, than even 
ignorance itſelf, to European affairs. 


For Count Lally's hiſtory from his embark 
ing for the Eaſt Indies to his death, we muſt 
refer our readers to the following Pieces, writ- 
ten expreſly by himſelf for that purpoſe ; to 


v hich we have added, chiefly from his trial, 
ſuch others as were thought propereſt to illuſ- 


trate his civil and military character. We can- 
not, however; put an end to this Preface, without 
obſerving how odd it was, that, after behaving 


towards the Engliſh with uncommon ſeverity, 


or rather cruelty, he ſhould be accuſed of 
carrying on a reaſonable correſpondence with 


them; z 


ex) 
them; and loſe, it is to be preſumed, his life, in 
conſequence of it. For, though this charge was 
not proved againſt him, it was made a pretence 
for refuſing him Council, ſo as greatly to diſable 
him from refuting the other charges with which 
it was, for that purpoſe, artfully interwoven. 
Some of our readers, therefore, may be apt 
to conſider the tragical end of Count Lally 
as a judgement; and we ſhall not take upon 
ourſelves to diſpute their opinion; ſor it 
muſt be owned, that many eyents have been 
univerſally acknowledged as ſuch, which did 
not wear more evident marks of a "Eo 
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COUNT LALLY. 


SH === 


JOURNAL OF HIS EXPEDITION 


TO THE EAST INDIES. 


N the month of Auguſt 1756, Count 

Lally was appointed to command an 

expedition to the Eaſt Indies, for which 
the court had deftined fix millions of livres 
in money, fix battalions, and three men of 
war, to be joined by what ſhips the Com- 
pany could fit out for the ſame purpoſe. 


The Chevalier de Soupire, Major Gene- 
ral, who was to command under him, failed 
from Port VOrient the zoth of December fol- 
lowing, with two millions of livres in money, 


and two battalions. 
B _ 
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On the 2oth of February of the year 
1757, the Count d' Achè ſet fail from Breſt 
with Count Lally himſelf, two millions 
of livres in money, and two battalions ; but, 
en an accident happening one of his veſſels 
in clearing the mouth of the harbour, was 
obliged to put in again, and detained by 
contrary winds till the 2d of May. The two 
remaining millions, and two remaining bat- 
talions, were to be immediately ſent after him 
from Port VOrient, 


During this interval, the ſituation of Ca- 
nada determines the court to take from 
Count Lally two millions, two battallions, 
and two men of war ; that is, above one third 
of the forces it had been originally agreed 
to give him, 


Upon this, the Counts Lally and d'Ache 
write jointly to court, that they would no 
longer be anſwerable for the ſucceſs of the 
expedition; and Count d'Ache goes ſo far 
as to throw up his commiſſion. But they 
receive poſitive orders to put to ſea again at all 
events, with a promiſe to Count Lally, that 
in fix months the money and forces now 
withheld ſhould be ſent after him ; which, 
however, they never were. 


The Count d'Ache, befides about ten 
weeks, which his returning into harbour 
coſt 


COORT DORKUEEY. 4 


coſt him, ſpends twelve months in the paſſage. 
Thus, the firſt event robs Count Lally of 
one third of his forces; and the ſecond gives 
Admiral Stevens, who did not fail from 
England till three months after the Count 
d' Ach failed from France, an opportunity 
of reaching the coaſt of Coromandel two 
months before him; whence it may be ga- 
thered, that, had the Count d'AcheE made 
the beſt of his way for the Indies , as Admiral 
Stevens did, he would have got there three 
months, at leaft, before him ; and even five 
months and a half, had he continued his 
voyage, as adviſed by all his officers, on his 
firſt leaving the harbour of Breſt. Now, two 


* 
* — * 
4. 
— — 


— 


* To make the beſt of one's way for a place, is 
not, to ſtop to pick up a little merchant ſhip, 
not worth 40, ooo livres, and loſe two months to keep 
her by lying by every night; it is not, to put into 
port for fix weeks in order to diſpoſe of her cargo, and 
then load her again; it is not, to lofe fix weeks in 
order to avoid the Cape during the Equinox; it is not, 
to ſteer the longeſt courſe from the Ifle of France to Pon- 


dichery, in order to avoid the ſecond Equinox; it is 


not, to alter one's courſe by night, to get out of ſight 
of the firſt ſail deſcried in the day time; it is not, to 
take in all one's ſails, at the appearance of every guſt of 
wind, in paſſing the line, fince it is only by the help of 
thoſe guſts the line can be paſſed. All this, however, has 
deen done. In a word, to make the beſt of one's way for a 
place, is to endeavour to reach it by the ſhorteſt courſe, 
and with the greateſt ſpeed ; and this is what has not 


been done, 
B 2 months, 
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months, nay one month, gained by the 
Count d'Ache on Admiral Stevens, would 
have enabled the former to prevent the | 
junction of the latter with Admiral Pococke, 
and even rendered him maſter of the Indian 
ſeas. It would have rendered Count Lally maſ- 
ter of Fort St. David, Madras, and the whole 
coaſt of Coromandel; in a word, it would 
have been ſufficient to enable the French to 
drive the Engliſh out of Bengal, where they 
had not eight hundred regular troops. 
There is not a man, who knows any thing 
of the Indies, bold enough to doubt it. 


The Chevalier de Soupire debarked at 
Pondichery eight months before Count Lally, 
and, of courſe, had a ſhorter paſſage by 
four months. At his landing, the Engliſh could 
not bring one hundred men into the field, 
and the Chevalier de Soupire had two thou- 
ſand. Madras was fill open, as in the time of 
Monſieur de Bourdonnais ; Fort St. David was 
in ruins, and garriſoned by ſixty invalids; it 
was the work of three weeks, at moſt, to 
carry theſe two places. But the Chevalier 
de Soupire, an utter ſtranger to the method 
of making war in that country, ſuffered 
himfelf to be governed by Monſieur de 
Leyrit, governor of Pondichery for the Com- 
pany, who kept him all that time inactive, 
and "thereby wafted the money, which the 

| $4 Cheva- 


—. 
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Chevalier had brought with him from Eu- 
rope. e NATE 0 


Six months before the Chevalier's arrival 

in the Indies, the Engliſh had driven the. 
Company out of all their poſſeſſions in 
Bengal, the moſt valuable they had in all 
the Indies; and that through the ſupine- 
neſs of this ſame Monſieur de Leyrit, and 
in ſpite of the reiterated and moſt preſſing 
ſollicitations of the council of Chandernagor 
for a reinforcement of. three hundred men, 
which would have been ſufficient to ſave theſe 
poſſeſſions. 


On the 28thof April 17 58, theCountd'Ache 
ſent on ſhore at Pondichery Count Lally, ſome 
of the. Count's principal officers, and ſome 
cheſts of money. The day following, as he 
was preparing to come to an anchor in the 
road of that place, he was ſurpriſed by the 
Engliſh ſquadron four leagues to the wind- 
ward of it. He was worſted in the engage- 
ment, and in his retreat loſt a ſhip of ſeventy- 
four guns, to the leeward of Pondichery. 


Count Lally, within three hours aſter 
his. landing, inveſted Cudaloor, a place 
five ; leagues. from Pondicherry, with 800 
men, and was maſter of it. the third day. 
it muſt be allowed, that this ſervice might 
. B 3 have 
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have been performed before by the Cheva- 
lier de Soupire, with 8000 men. The gar- 
riſon then conſiſted of but ten invalids. 
This place, in the hands of the French, would 
have awed Fort St. David, and have prevented 
the reparation of its fortifications, as well as 
the conſtruction of two exterior works built 
of ſtone, which! greatly retarded Count 
Lally's operations againſt it 


Immediately after this, Count Lally laid 
ſiege to Fort St. David, and on the 2d of June 
entered the place, after ſeventeen days open 
trenches. He then directly turned his arms 
againſt Devi-cottah, a fort capable of making 
a vigorous defence ; notwithſtanding which, 
the enemy abandoned it at his approach, 
leaving ſeventy pieces of cannon behind them. 
On the roth of june, Count Lally returned 
to Pondichery. 


The Count d'Ache, who, during the fiege of 
Fort St. David, was continually ſending word 
to Count Lally, that he was afraid of the 
Engliſh ſquadron's coming every moment to 
attack him under the cannon of Pondichery, 
at laſt thought proper to change his poſition, 
and get ſixty leagues to the windward of that 
Place, nearer to the line; and that the "oy 
day Fort St. David ſurrendered. 


Upon 
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Upon this, Count Lally, who was for at- 
tacking Madras, aſſembles the council of 
Pondichery; and the council diſpatch a 
veſſel after the Count d'Ache with a ſum- 
mons to return. The Count d'Ache re- 
turns; but declares it impoſſible for him 
to face the enemy, and favour the march of 
Count Lally. a 


Monſieur de Leyrit then ſignifies to Count 
Lally, that he would not take upon him to 
ſubſiſt the troops above fifteen days longer; 
and that he could not think of any reſource 
but that of marching them into Tanjore, 
fifty leagues from- Pondichery to the ſouth, 
in order to claim a debt due by the Rajah 
of that country; upon which it is to be ob- 
ſerved; that it was ſcarce ſix weeks, ſince 
the Count d'Ache had brought Monfieur de 
Leyrit two millions, and that Count Lally's 
conqueſts had produced him one million, of 
which fix hundred thouſand livres accrued 


from the taking of Fort St. David. 


As count Lally could not pretend to at- 
tack Madras, protected by a ſquadron, 
without the aſſiſtance of another ſquadron to 
oppoſe to it, and Pondichery could no longer 
ſubſiſt his troops, he found himſelf un- 
der a neceſſity, at the inſtances of Monſieur 


de Leyrit and Father Lavaur, to go and 
8 . 4 look 


J 
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look for ſubſiſtence. in Tanjore, till the ap- 


proach. of the ſtormy ſeaſon ſhould oblige 


the two ſquadrons to take ſhelter in * 
diſtant port. 


The Rajah of Tanjore having denied the 


debt claimed by Monſieur de Leyrit, Count 


Lally, by the advice of a council of war, 
marched up to his capital; and, in hopes of 
intimidating him, planted five pieces of can- 
non againſt it. | 


Sir days after the erection of this battery, 
the army receives an account, that the Count 
d'Ache had been again attacked by. the En- 
glith ſquadron, and again worſted by it, be- 
fore Karical ; that he had thereupon, retired 
to Pondichery, thirty leagues from Karical, 
the only place by which Count Lally could 
communicate with Pondichery, and which 
the enemy kept blocked up. 


The Chevalier de Soupire and Monſieur 
de Ley rit write at the ſame time to Count 
Lally, that the Englith were in march with 
a body of cigat hundred men againſt Pondi- 
chery.,;z. and that the Chevalier de Soupire, 
who had but fix hundred, was preparing to 
abandon the environs. to them. Upon this, 
Count Lally having called a council of war on 
the 8th of Auguſt, it was therein decided, that 
. the 


'S 
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the French ſhould evacuate; Tanjore on the 
xoth,in order to protect their own ſettlements; 
and, in conſequence of this reſolution, the 
heavy baggage, and the fick and wounded, 
were ſent off under a 3 on the * 
The x main body of the army was to have 
begun: its march the evening of the day fol- 
lowing. But in the morning the Indians 
made a fally, which was repulſed by fifty 
men af tlie regiment of Lorrain poſted be- 
fore the: gate at which the Indians iſſued. 
We had a ſoldier wounded in this affair, where- 
as the enemy loſt between one hundred and 
one hundred and fifty men. In the mean 
time fifty. Black horſe, commanded by a ge- 
neral of cavalry, penetrated to the tent of 
Count Lally, which ſtood by itſelf in the 
middle of the plain, and about a quarter of 
a league from the army, on pretence of 
coming over to him. Count Lally, hearing of 
their approach, ſtarts out of bed, and comes to 
receive them in his ſhirt and drawers; but the 
Black general, inſtead of making his ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the Count, made a ſtroke at him with 
his ſabre; and, the Count having been for- 
tunate enough to ward it off with a ſtick, was 
going to give a ſecond, when ſome lucky 
hand cleaved his head in two. Of the fifty, 
horſe, that followed him, eight and twenty 
fell at the (pet; of Count Lally; and the reſt 


threw 
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threw themſelves into a pond that lay before 
his tent. We had but one huſſar wounded, 
and one Black belonging to the ſtables killed, 
in this affair, which was over in about half an 
hour. In the evening, the army ſet out, 
purſuant to the orders given the day before, 
and evacuated Tanjore, after raiſing 440,000 
livres in it in money, befides ſubſiſting two 
months at the expence of the inhabitants. 


Count Lally, at whoſe approach to Pon- 
dichery the Engliſh thought proper to retreat 
towards Madras, on his arrival there makes 
new inſtances to the Count d' Ach not to 
abandon the coaſt; and, to induce him to ſtay, 
offers half the army to recruit his ſquadron. 
But the Count d'Ache, deaf to all his prayers 
and arguments, ſails for the Madagaſcar 
Iſlands on the iſt of September, the very next 
day after the Count's arrival, without giving 
him time to get ready his diſpatches for 
court. The council of Pondichery proteſt 
againſt his departure, Thus it appears, 
that, in this voyage the Count d' Achè did not 
remain above four months in the Indian ſeas. 
The Engliſh ſquadron, left miſtreſs of them, 
after cruiſing two and twenty days before 
Pondichery, failed for Bombay on the coaſt 
of Malabar. 


During this interval of five and twenty 


days which Count Lally ſpent at Pondichery, 
he 


COUNT LALLY. It 


he found means to carry on a private cor- 
reſpondence with the commanding officer of 
twelve hundred Blacks, who garriſoned Ar- 
cot; and, the very day the Engliſh ſquadron - 
quitted the coaſt, moved towards that place, 
which, after making himſelf maſter of four 
forts that lay in his way, two of them by ſtorm, 
he took poſſeſſion of in the name of Salabet- 
zingue, n. the revenues of it to che 


Company. 


Count Lally had ſent for Meſſieurs de Buſſy 

and Moracin with the troops under them, 
one in the Decan, the other at Maſuli-patnam 
and communicated to them his deſign upon 
Madras. But theſe gentlemen agreed a- 
mongſt themſelves to bring along with them 
but the third of their forces; and even on 
their arrival, applied to him for a reinforce- 
ment of one thouſand men, with orders to 
to return to thoſe they had left behind 
them; with a view, no doubt, of making war, 
on their own account, upon the purſes of the 
Black Princes in their neighbourhood. 


Count Lally, who knew no enemies the 
Company had in India but the Engliſh, re- 
fuſed to comply with ſuch unſeaſonable de- 
mands ; and, from that day forward, theſe gen- 
tlemen, far from aſſiſting him, let ſhip no op- 
portunity of traverſing his operations; and had 
hut too good ſucceſs, WY 
Count 


* . 


+ 
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Count Lally, on the firſt neus of the Eng- 
liſh having made a deſcent in the province 
adjoining. that of Maſuli-patnam, orders 
Monſieur Moracin to return to it. Mon- 
fGeur Moracin refuſes ; ſends him word that 
he is diſſatisfied with the Company, and is de- 
termined to quit their ſervice. -' Count Lally 
complains: of his diſobedience to Monſieur 
de Leyrit and the council, diredting them, at 
the ſame time, to order Monſieur Moracin 
back to his command, and proteſting that he 
would hold him anſwerable for the conſe- 
guences, in caſe he did not return. But 
Monheur. Moracin perſiſted in his refufal. 
Six weeks after this, Monſieur de Conflans 
was defeated ; and five months after his de- 
feat Maſuli-patnam was ſurpriſed. 


Count Lally, after a ſtay, of five days at 
Arcot, and conſtantly refuſing the incredi- 
ble offers made him by Monſieur de Buſſy; in 
à word, 460, ooo livres payable in three hours, 
to be ſent back with a body of troops into 
the Decan, returns to Pondichery. Mon- 
fieur de Buſſy, on his fide, finding that he 
could not derive from the ſacrificing of this 
ſum any preſent increaſe to his fortune in the 
Indies (for, with this body of troops he could 

have raiſed faur, five, nay, perhaps, ten mil- 
lions of livres) thought proper to employ it in 
fecuring to himſelf protectors in Europe. He 

0 lends 


COUNT LALLY. 1 


Tends one hundred thouſand crowns. of it to 
the Count d' Eſtaing, on his eſtate, at threo 
per cent. He then lends, and even gives away, 
more of it to ſome officers” returning to 
Europe. Some of the principal of theſe of- 
ficers refuſed his offers; in particular, the 
Chevalier de Crillon, to whom he offered two 
thoũſand Louis d'ors, telling him, that he did 
not know what to do with them. All this while 
the army was without pay, though this ſame 
Monſieur de Buſſy had, on his arrival, given 
Count Lally to underſtand, that he was come 
with 240 00 livres for the ſervice of the 
Company; provided he, Count Lally, would 
be his ſecurity for the money, as he did not 
chuſe to have any dealings at all with that 


Count Lally, on his return to Pondichery, 
calls a mixed council; and moves, that the 
forces ſhould avail themſelves of the ab- 
ſence of the Engliſh ſquadron to attack 
Madras. Monſieur de Leyrit is the only 
perſon to oppoſe this motion, alledging, 
that he had not wherewith to pay, or even 
ſubſiſt, the army. For this very reaſon, 
the reſt of the members approve it; and 
four or five of them, with the Count 
d'Eſtaing at their head, offers to con- 
tribute 80, 00 livres in plate, towards 
the attempt. Monſieur de Buſſy, who, 
| | ſix 
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fix days before, did not know what to 
do with 100,000 crowns, offers not a ſin- 
gle farthing, whilſt Count Lally furniſhes 
144, ooo livres, which, five months before, 
on his landing at Pondichery, he had i 
lodged in the Treaſury. 


The council of Pondichery deprive Mon- 
fieur de Leyrit of the receiverſhip of the 
Company's land rents; and the farmers ſub- 
ſtituted to him engage to advance, in the 
courſe of three months, gco, ooo rupees to 
pay the army. But they did not make 2 


their engagements. 


Thus, Count Lally had no other reſource, 
but the weak one abovementioned, for put- 
ting in motion an army then conſiſting of 
2700 foot, 300 horſe, and about gooo 
Blacks; the monthly expence of which 
amounted to a million of livres. It ſhould, be- 
ſides, be remembered, that credit is a thing 
unknown in the Indies; and that nothing is 
more common than for the Blacks to paſs, 
without any ceremony, from an army where 
they are not paid, to another where they ex- 
pect better treatment. F 


Count Lally arrives in the plain of Ma- 
dras on the 12th of December 1788; and, 
after ſome ſkirmiſhes witk the enemy, pitches 

his 
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his camp, and fits down before it, on the 
13th. 


The 14th before day break, he orders the 
Black Town to be attacked by the Cheva- 
lier de Crillon, at the head of his regiment, 
who carries it with little loſs. Count Lally, 

who, in the mean time, was in march to ſup- 
port him, takes poſt in this Black Town at 
ſeven 1 in the morning. 


About nine, baton eight and nine hun- 
dred picked men of the garriſon make a 
flly, and attack the poſt occupied by the regi- 
ment of Lorrain, but are repulſed and rout- 
ed; and, if Monſieur de Buſſy had not hin- 
dered the Chevalier de Crillon from taking 
poſſeſſion, with the regiment of Lally, of a 
little bridge, by which alone the enemy could 
get back to the place, it muſt haye ſurren- 
dered in eight days. The plunder of the 
Black City, which contained eighty thou- 
ſand inhabitants, was by the enemy them- 
ſelves made to amount to between five 
and fix millions; and did not a little contri- 
bute to retard the operations of the ſiege. 


By the time the French arrived before 
Madras, the military cheſt was reduced to 
4000 livres, and the farmers of the Com- 
pany's land rents had failed in their engage - 

ments, 
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ments. An Armenian offers to lend the 
cheſt 24,000 livres, and Count _y be» 
Comes pa ly bound for it. 


+ Monſieur de Buſty had in his retinue mi- 
niſters from all the Black Lords in the coun- 
try about Madras. Count Lally will not 
take upon him to gueſs the uſe he made of 
them. Monfieur de Buſſy having acquaint- 
ed Count Lally, that one of theſe Black 
Lords offered for a ſufeguard 18, ooo livres, 
12,000 for Count Lally, and 6,000 for him- 
ſelf, Count Lally thought proper to agree to 
it, requeſting Monſieur de Buſſy to pay the 
whole to the Treaſurer. But Monſieur de 
Buſſy contented himſelf with paying the 
12,000 livres intended for Count Lally, and 
thought proper to Mer the remainder. 


Count Lally has fincs diſcovered, that this 
Black Lord had Tent 24,000 livres to Mon- 
fieur de Buſſy. Monſieur de Buſſy muſt 
have conſidered perqꝗuiſites of this kind as 
very lawful, ſince he made no greg go of 
giving it under his hand. 


Some days after, Monſicur de Buſly | ſent 
Count Lally eleven Pancartes in the Perfian 
language to fign, with a letter to acquaint : 
him, that the object of them was to procure 
provivens for the army. Count Lally, who, 


at 
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at Monfieur de Buſſy's requeſt, had already 
put his hand to a great number of theſe 
Pancartes, ſeeing that he never received any 
anſwer to them, and that there did not arrive a 
grain of rice the more at the army, had the 
curioſity to get two of them tranſlated; 
when he found them'to be no other than 
exemptions from the tribute, which the 
Black Lords they were to be ſent to owed 
the Maſter of Arcot. Count Lally, one 
may, ſuppoſe, did not fign them ; but then 
he refuſed returning them to Monfieur de 
Buſſy. 


It was, therefore, with a fund not exceeding 
40, ooo livres that Count Lally formed a park - 
of artillery, erected a forge, and the day 
but one after, the 16th, a battery of cannon 
and mortars; with which, however, all he 
could propoſe was to ruin the place, and 
then return to Arcot. 


Commodore de Leguille was by this time ar- 
rived at the Iſland of Mauritius, with four nien 
of war and three millions of livres deſtined for 
Pondichery ; but, juſt as he was about to leave 
that iſland, the Count d'Ache unfortunately 


arrived there, and hindered him from pro- 
ceeding. 


C The 
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The Count d'Ache could not: but know, 
that the Engliſh ſquadron, which had kept 
the ſea for four years, muſt ſtand greatly 
in need of reſt and repairs. He had himſelf, 
at his leaving the coaſt of Coromandel, 
written to Count Lally, that he had dif- 
abled this ſquadron from doing any thing 
during the whole ſeaſon; and, indeed, had 
he thought otherwiſe, it would have been. 
highly criminal in him to abandon Pondi- 
chery. He muſt, therefore, be ſenſible, that 
Monficur de Leguille, with his four ſhips, 
might command the whole coaſt of Coro- 
mandel, during fix months at leaſt, till the 
change of the monſoon, In fact, Monſieur 
de Leguille might have hindered Madras 
from being daily victualled; might have 
hindered fix ſhips of the Engliſh Company 
from landing fix hundred men at Madras ; 
might have attacked Madras jointly with 
Count Lally. In a word, Madras might 
have been taken; and three months fill 
gained upon the Engliſh ſquadron, to re- 
cover what had been loſt in Bengal. 


Where is the neceſſity of looking out for 
any other cauſes of the loſs of Pondichery, 
and the whole Indies? Why oppoſe to facts 
2 confuſed heap of lies, thrown out at ran- 


dom by wimeſſes combined againſt Count 
Lally, 
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. Lally, concerning his manner, good or bad, 
of attacking Madras? Nay, what would he 
have done with Madras, had he taken it, 
as he had no ſquadron to keep it, or even 
ſecure him time to demoliſh it? Could he 
have hindered the Engliſh ſquadron from ap- 
pearing two months after on the coaft, and 
five months before the Count d'Ache ? 
Could he have hindered this ſquadron from 
beating that of Count d'Ache, on its firſt ap- 
pearance; and forcing it, in leſs than four and 
twenty hours, to fly the Indian ſeas, and re- 
turn to the Madagaſcar Iſlands ? To ſay he 
could, would be raifing the ſtandard of im- 
_ poſition, and faying in plain terms; © We 
love falſhood ; truth is odious to us.” 


The Count d'Ache, beſides detaining 
Monfieur de Leguille, took upon him to 
ſend to Pondichery but a million of his money, 
and that by a little frigate, which came to 
anchor before that place the 21ſt of Decem- 
ber 1788. Conſequently, Monſieur de Le- 
guille might have reached Madras before 
the ſiege of it was begun. Ought not Count 
Lally be diſpenſed from alledging any more 
particulars in his defence ? 


On the arrival of this million of livres, 
Count - Lally reſolves to beſiege Madras in 
5%, Wa forms 
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form; pays the European and Black troops 
half a month's pay, that remained due to 
them for the month of November; and 
opens the trenches the 6th of January 


I 759- 


Count Lally attacked Madras with 2700 
Europeans. As to the Blacks, they go for 
nothing at ſieges in the Indies. Beſides, the 
Engliſh had 5000 Blacks, headed by 200 
Europeans, who were maſters of the open 
country, and ſufficient to keep in play the 


Blacks under Count Lally. 


Madras was garriſoned by $000 men, of 
which 1600 were regular troops; 490 ſer- 
vants of the Company, or inhabitants and in- 
valids fit for ſervice; and 3000 ſepoys, al- 
lowed, behind a wall, equal to Europeans, 
Madras in Europe would paſs for a ſecond- 
rate fortification. It had, beſides, a free com- 
munication with the ſea, and was kept con- 
ſtantly ſupplied with proviſions by the 
Dutch. 


the Engliſh army, which ſtill kept the 
field, made four attempts to raiſe the ſiege, 
but was as often repulſed with loſs; and after 
the laſt repulſe never appeared again. 


In 
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In ſpite of the unſkilfulneſs of Mon- 
fieur Dure, who commanded the artillery 
without knowing any thing of the matter, 
Count Lally found means to make a breach; 
and then, in ſpite of the intrigues of this ſame 
Monſieur Dure, ſupported by ſome of the 
principal officers, to diſguſt and diſhearten 
the ſoldiers, made all the neceſſary diſpo- 
fitions for ſtorming the place, when fix Eng- 
liſh veſſels, with refreſhments and fix hun- 


.. dred- men of Draper's regiment, came to an 


anchor in the road of it, and determined 
Count Lally to march back to Arcot with 
an army, that had received no pay for fix 
weeks; had but four days proviſiqn left; had 
but ten tuns of powder itſelf; and had left 
the garriſon of Pondichery but fifteen to de- 
fend themſelves with, 


The arrears for the month of November, 
the preſent pay for December, with the ex- 
traordinary expences attending the ſiege, had, 
as one may eaſily gueſs, exhauſted more than 
the million lately arrived from the Madagaſ- 
car Iſlands. The officers had nothing left for 
their ſubſiſtence but the common allowance of 
riceand meat; and this, too, they were obliged 
to ſhare with the ſoldiers. 'The European 
cavalry threatened openly, in caſe they were 
not paid, to go over to the enemy, ſo that 

C 3 | - Count 
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Count Lally, in his return to Arcot, found 
himſelf obliged to make a collection, at a mi- 
nute's warning, of 1500 rupees, or 3609 
livres, to appeaſe them, 


Count Lally, on his arrival at Arcot, gives 
Monſieur de Leyrit, and the council of Pon- 
dichery, an account of the great extremities, 
to which his army was reduced. They, in 
anſwer, after deliberating upon his letter, ac- 
quaint him, that they are truly ſenfible of 
the wretchedneſs of his fituation ; that he 
muſt not, however, depend upon any kind of 
aſſiſtance from them; but muſt find ſubſiſt- 
_ ence ſword in hand, in the country he had 
conquered, the lands of the Company being 
entirely exhauſted. 


—Count Lally puts his army into quarters of 
cantonment ; and, certainly, after a march of 
one hundred and fifty leagues, three fieges, 
and eight battles, 'during an uninterrupted 
campaign of ten months, it muſt be allowed to 
have wanted ſome repote. This done, he 
makes over the command of it to the Che- 
valier de Soupire, and ſets out for Pondichery. 


Six weeks after the raiſing of the fiege 
of Madras, the Fnglith, who had been al- 
ready reinforced by fix hundred men, are re- 
cruited by fix hundred more from Europe. 


Upon 


F 
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Upon this they take the field, and dre 


againſt the Chevalier de Soupire, who abandons 
the poſt of Conjeveram to them, with all the 
conqueſts made by Count Lally on the left 
banks of the Paliar. By this means the de- 
pendencics of Arcot, from which alone the 
army could expect ſubfiſtence, are reduced 


to two paraganas or manors on the right 
banks. 


The Engliſh ſquadron was likewiſe arrived, 
though not a word could be heard of that of 
the Count d'Ache. After this unfortunate ex- 
pedition, the Chevalier deSoupire returned to 


Pondichery, and has not ſerved fince. 


At this very juncture, Count Lally is ſeized 
by a diſorder, which made it neceſſary to keep 
removing him continually from one part of 
the country to another, though with little 
hopes, for five months together, of his getting 
the better of it. But, in ſpite of all his pains and 
all his weakneſs, he ſorms a ſcheme for taking 
the fort of Thiagar to the ſouth of Pondichery, 
which was looked upon as impregnable ; and is 
fortunate enough to ſucceed in the enterpriſe. 


All this time, though he could not pay the 
ſoldiers, he contrived to find them ſubſiſtence. 
The officers, obliged to live upon credit, had 
"almoſt all of them flocked to Pondichery ; 
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and, indeed, it would have been unreaſonable 
to inſiſt on their remaining with their re- 


ſpective corps. 


Part of the ſoldiers having mutinied, and 
deſerted their colours to go over to the ene- 
my, the officers purſue them; and, coming 
up with them within three leagues of the ene- 
mies quarters, have the good fortune to pre- 
vail on them to return to their own. The 
farmers pretended that they were in advance 
with regard to Monſieur de Leyrit, and re- 
fuſed paying a farthing towards an allowance 
of half pay to the ſoldiers, with which they 
were prevailed upon to be ſatisfied. 


In this extremity, Count Lally, unable to 
make the gentlemen of the council enter into 
the neceſſities of the troops, takes it into his 
head to profit by the frauds committed by 
their dobachics, or valets de chambre; and, 
with this view, impoſes a fine of 312, ooo livres 
on three of them, who uſed to diſpoſ: amongſt 
themſelves of all the rents of the Company in 
the receipt of Monſieur de Leyrit ; and the 
pooreſt of whom was worth above a million 
of livres in ready money. - We may judge of 
the maſters by the men. One of them be— 
longed to Monficur de Leyrit. This fine, 
which Count Lally threatened to double in 
Cate of delav, IS paid into the treaſury within 
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five days, and ſerves. to keep the troops 
within bounds till the arrival of the ſquadron. 


Count d'Ache, at length, after an abſence 
of thirteen months, arrives in ſight of Pon- 
dichery the 17th of September 1759, af- 
ter a third battle on his appearing on the 


coaſt, and in which he was worſted as uſual. 


On his coming to anchor in the road; that 
very ſame day, the 17th of September, he 
writes to Count Lally, that he was willing to 
let him have ſome money that was on board 

his ſquadron, and likewiſe ſome men; but 
that was all; and that, the day following, he 
ſhould ſet ſail again for the Madagaſcar Iſlands, 
concerned that he could not ſo much as have 
an interview with him, | j 


Now this ſum, which the Count d'Ache 
condeſcended to let Count Lally have, con- 
ſiſted of four hundred and ſome odd thouſand 
livres in piaſtres, and about as much more in 
diamonds, the produce of an Engliſh prize, 
and which, happily, the Engliſh bought three 
months after at invoice price; this ſum was in 
part payment of the two millions ſtopt by him 
the year before at the Madagaſcar Iſlands; 
one of which would have then cnabled Count 


Lally to take Madras, 
| The 
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| 8 The enemy was then in full march to at- 

1 tack the army, under the walls of Vandiwaſh, 
commanded by a Captain of Count Lal- 
ly's regiment. Meſſieurs Landevifiau, de 
Buſſy, Dure, and Fumel, thought proper to 
wait the event in a whole ſkin at Pondichery. 
Some ſubaltern officers repaired to the army, 
with the Intendant at their head, who was 
made priſoner in the action, 
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This unexpected meſſage from the Count 
d'Ache throws the whole colony into the ut- 
moſt conſternation. Count Lally, who was 
not as yet able to crawl, diſpatches on board 
him all his principal officers, and even the 
Chaplain of his own regiment, in whoſe ho- 
lineſs the Count d'Ache placed a fingular 
1 confidence, to engage him to ſuſpend the exe- 
| cution of ſo fatal a reſolution. But nothing 

can move him. Monſieur de Leyrit calls 
j a council, and father Lavour draws up in it 
| a very pathetic and forcible letter, which they 
immediately fign and fend to him. In fine, on 
his refuſing to comply with their demand, 
Monfieur de Leyrit again affembles the 
council, and with them the whole nation, 
who ſign an unanimous proteft againſt the 
fudden departure of the Count d' Achè, ren- 
dering him alone anſwerable for the loſs of Pon- 
dichery, and threatening to reclaim the King's 


__ Juftice againſt him, 
| 5 The 
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The Count d'Aché had already fet fail, 
but, the winds and currents having driven 
him to the northward, the proteſt overtook 
him at ſea. Upon this, he returned to Pon- 
dichery, ſpent feven days there, and then 
again ſet fail for the Madagaſcar Iſlands, 
promiting to be back again early the next 
year. But from that day to the ſurrender 
of Pondichery, fixteen months after, they 
never heard a tittle of him. 


But, another very ftrange, and almoſt in- 
credible, circumſtance in the departure of 
the Count d'Ache is, that, being informed 
by Count Lally, whilft he was preparing to 
put to ſea, that the army had juſt obtained 
a compleat victory, and requeſted to ſuſ- 
pend his departure for the Madagaſcar If. . 
tands, that he might at leaſt be able to carry 
the particulars of it there, and from thence 
forward them to Europe, he ſcarce conde- 
ſcended to return Count Lally his compli- 
ments, but went-on with his preparations, 
and put to ſea, without expreſſing the leaſt 
curiofity concerning an event, which, were 
it not for this ſudden deſertion of the ſqua- 
dron, would have made all the Princes of the 
country declare in our favour. It looks, 
in a word, as if, during Count Lally's ſtay 
in the Indies, he, the Count d'Ache, and 

N Monſteur 
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Monfieur de Leyrit, ſerved three different 


maſters. Unhappily, Count Lally could do 
nothing without the two others; he could 
do nothing without money to pay. his troops, 
and ſhips to favour their operations. 


Upon this the council of Pondichery diſ- 
patch one of the Company's under mer- 
chants into Europe to inform the Governors, 
that, without ſpeedy ſuccours, Pondichery 
muſt fall into the hands of the Engliſh. 
And here it is to be remembered, that, a 
month before Count Lally's arrival in the 
Indies, this ſame council had written to theſe 
Governors, that, let them ſend what veſſels or 


troops they would, it would be all to no pur- 


poſe, unleſs they ſent with them ten millions 
of livres, at leaſt, in ſpecie. The ſqua- 
dron they ſent came, notwithſtanding, with- 
out this ſum, and afterwards abandoned the 
Indies. Vet now people are ſurpriſed, that 
Count Lally, without money or ſhips, ſhould 
not be able, alone, to defend that place, but 
for the ſpace of three years. This expecta- 
tion is ſurely unjuſt to the laſt degree. 


The Count d'Ache had brought Count 
Lally diſpatches from the Court and the 
Company, enjoining him to examine the 

adminiſtration 
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adminiftration of the council of Pondichery ; 
and, above all things, to put a ſtop to the bad 
uſe the Governors made of their authority. 
Theſe injunctions to Count Lally were 
accompanied by the ſevereſt reprimands and 
threats, on the part of the Company, againſt 
the council itſelf. 


From the day theſe reprimands and threats 
reacked the council, which hitherto had 
lived in the greateſt harmony with Count 
Lally, and had been conftantly making re- 
preſentations and exhibiting complaints to 
him againſt the adminiſtration of Monſieur 
de Leyrit, they abandoned Count Lally to join 
Monſieur de Leyrit, and made a common 
cauſe with the latter againſt the former. 


The Court had juſt recalled all the prin- 
cipal officers of the army. Monſieur de Buſſy 
was named to the ſupreme command, in 
caſe of the death or fickneſs of Count Lally. 


This is a circumſtance we muſt not loſe 
fight of. 


Count Lally, who at this juncture was re- 
covering his ſtrength, daily expected the ar- 
rival of Baſſaletzingue, brother of Salabet- 
zingue, ſovereign of all the country, 
with a body of 12,000 men. This Prince 
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was already come one hundred leagues to 
join the Count, and was within five and thirty 
leagues of his army, when he required of the 
Count to ſend an officer of diſtinction with 
a detachment of Europeans to meet him, and 
facilitate their junction. Count Lally choſe 
Monſieur de Buſſy for this purpoſe. 


Monſieur de Buſſy, inſtead of remaining, 
according to orders, but four and twenty 
hours, at the army, where he was to call for 
his detachment, does not leave it till the fifth 


day. He again ftops eight days at another 
place but ten leagues from the army. At 


length, he joins Baſſaletzingue; but, by a 
fatality which Count Lally cannot as yet ac- 
count for, returns without that Prince, the 
junction of whom, or even a diverſion made 
by him, would have obliged the enemy to 
fall back upon Madras. Inſtead of him, 
Monſieur de Buſſy brings Count Lally a 
Black Chief, who had been formerly 
his Secretary, at the head of 1800 Blacks, 
who had ſerved under him in the Decan, 
and now demanded with menaces a ſum 
of about two millions of livres, which 
Monſieur de Buſſy inſiſted was juſtly due 
to them; at the ſame time, requeſting 
Count Lally, though he knew he could not 
command two thouſand ſols, to let them 


have 
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have one million on account, and engage the 
Company for the other. 


The day but one after Monſieur de Buſſy's 
departure from the army to go and meet 
Baſſaletzingue, all the ſoldiers of that army 
take to their arms, deſert their colours, ſeize 
on the field artillery, chuſe themſelves com- 
manders from amongſt their ſerjeants, and 
go and encamp a league from their old 
quarters on the road to the enemy. 


Monfieur de Leyrit owed the ſoldiers ten 
months half pay; and ſome perſons had 
found means to inſtill into them, that Count 


Lally had, five days before, received their 


pay from the Count d'Ache; that he was 
freighting a veſſel to carry with him into 
Europe the money and the diamonds which 
the Count d'Ache had put into his hands; 
and that he would be replaced by a Monſieur 


de Godehen, who would pay the ſcore due 


to them with a wet finger. It is well known, 
with what rapidity reports of this kind gene- 
rally take with ſoldiers. At the ſame time, there 
was diſperſed amongſt them an account of the 
produce of the taxes and fines, which Count 
Lally had levied on the European and Black 
inhabitants of Pondichery. In a word, the 
ſoldiers were made as well acquainted with 
the amount of the revenues of the colony as 

the 
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I the council of Pondichery themſelves could 
' wiſh to be; and fignified it to Count Lally, 
threatening him at the ſame time with the 
moſt terrible conſequences, if he did not do 
them immediate juſtice. 


But it was Monſieur de Leyrit, who 
had received the money brought by the 
Count d'Ache, which they were now con- 
verting at the mint into the currency of the 
country. The ſame Monſieur. de Leyrit had 
Rill in his hands the box of diamonds brought 
by the ſame commander. He knew, that 
Count Lally, then at death's door, had no 
thoughts of freighting a veſſel to carry him 
to Europe. All Count Lally can add is, that 
Monſieur de Leyrit and the council having 
promiſed, him, on the receipt of this ſtrange 
piece of news, to write to the army to un- 
deceive the ſoldiers neglected it notwith- 

ſtanding; that they did not contribute a 
| fingle penny to the collection made by 
| Count Lally in the town of Pondichery, to 
F appeaſe the ſoldiers till their pay could be got 
ready at the mint, whereas he contributed 

all the money he had left, amounting to 

go, oo livres; that theſe ſoldiers, after re- 

ceiving two thirds of what was due to them, 

and allowing twenty days for the payment 

of the remainder, did not conſent, after five 

ll | days 
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days of negotiation; to return to their co- 
lours, but on condition of receiving an am- 


neſty from the council, which this council 


was not aſhamed nor afraid to grant them. 
We {ſhall not here enter into Monſieur 
de Buſſy's conduct, who, inſtead of march- 


ing directly to join Baſſaletzingue, thought 


proper to wait and fee the iflue of this 
mutiny before he ſet out, The whole Indies 


know what happened ten years before, 


when Monſieur d'Auteuil commanded there, 
and all his officers deſerted him in ſight of the 
enemy. The fact, in itſelf, deſerves the moſt 
ſerious attention. 


If all theſe intrigues; if all the enormi- 
ties which followed them, and which ſhall 
be developed in a ſummary way ; if an at- 
tempt upon the life of Count Lally, and that 
of the Intendant of the army, appear mere 
accidents, and the ſimple effects of chance; 
it is to no purpoſe for Count Lally to ſay a 
word more in his defence. But his judges 
will liſten to him, becauſe they are his 
judges. 


Count Lally, in expectation of Baſſaletzin- 
gue's arrival, had afſembled his army under 
Arcot ; and had detatched from it the bat- 
talion of the Indies, which already began to 
foment a ſecond revolt on account of the de- 
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lay made in paying the third till due to 
the ſoldiers, for want, of a purchaſer 
for the diamonds. But, as there did not re- 
main a fingle horſeman in the army, and 
Monficur de Buſſy's abſence, which ſhould 
have been but eight or ten days at moſt, 
turned out two and forty; the Engliſh, 
taking advantage of the impoſſibility Count 
Lally was under of taking the field without 
a body of horſe, made themſelves maſters of 
Vandiwath, without its being in his power 
to give the garriſon any aſſiſtance. 


As ſoon as Count Lally heard that Baſſa- 
letzingue was not coming, he made what 
haſte he could, in concert with Monfieur 
de Leyrit, to conclude a treaty with a Mo- 
ratto Chief for a body of 2000 horſe; 
and with this body, joined by another of 
1800 Blacks belonging to Monſieur de 
Buſſy, and which went by the name of 
Buſſy's army, he reſolved to keep the field, 
and encamiped oppoſite to the Engliſh, from 
which nothing ſeparated. him but the fandy 
bed of the Paliar, then without water. 


Count Lally and Monſicur de Buſſy were 
in Arcot, and lodged in the ſame houſe. 
Father Lavaur had placed a Jeſuit, called 
Saint-Eftevan, with Monſieur de Buſſy, in 


quality of his ſecretary ; and Monſieur de 
Buſſy 
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Buſſy made this Father ſleep in the fame 
room with him. 


This wretch forms a ſcheme for making 
the army mutiny a ſecond time againſt Count 


Lally. At the end of eight days, he quits 


Monſieur de Buſſy's apartment to take up 
his quarters in the center of the regiment of 
Lorrain, which lay encamped a quarter of a 
league from Arcot, on pretence of preach- 
ing a miſſion theres and he, in fact, preaches 
one. But all his text was the ſucceſs and riches 
that would follow the army, did Monſieur 
de Buſſy command it in chief, as he was a 
man of God, and all in God; theſe were his 
common expreſſions. He reproached Count 
Lally with not attacking the Engliſh, which 
Monſieur de Buſſy, he added, would have 
routed long ago, had he commanded them 
in chief. He piouſly inſinuated to the ſol- 
diers, that Count Lally muſt have an under- 
ſtanding with the Engliſh, ſince he had not 
as yet attacked them. 


Monſieur de Buſſy was, Mite ſame time, 


conſtantly writing from this apartment to 
Count Lally, who occupiedthat immediately 
over it, that he would not have him by iny 
means riſk a battle, 
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Father Saint-Eſtevan, finding that- bis 
miſſion was not attended with the ſudden con- 
verſions he expected, takes into his head to 
write to the officer who commanded in 
Arcot, and tells him, that he was loth to 
inform Count Lally of the diſcourſes he had 
heardinthe army to his prejudice ; that the beſt 
namethe ſoldiers gave him was that of Traitor ; 
that he was even under apprehenſions for 
his life, but that it was not proper he himſelf 
(Father Saint-Eſtevan) ſhould be the perſon 
to acquaint him with it; he concluded by 
adviſing Count Lally to throw up the com- 
mand of an army ſo much indiſpoſed againſt 
him. 


The Commandant of Arcot ſends this letter 
to Count Lally, whom the officers of the 
regiment of Lorrain had already made ac- 
quainted with the underhand operations of 
this Monk. Count Lally, however, con- 
tents himſclf with ordering him back im- 
mediately to his convent at Pondichery, 
where he took it for granted he muſt be al- 
ready arrived, when, the third day after, 
part of the army, being, on a march, obliged 
to take a ſhort cut croſs the country, tind 
him alone in conference with Monſieur de 
Buſly in a pagoda that ſtood by itſelf in the 
middle of the fields. This ſecond fault 

Count 
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Count Lally is likewiſe pleaſed to overlook. 
Yet this Monk, when arrived at Pondichery, 
endeavours to propagate from the pulpit 
the morals he found himſelf unable to in- 
troduce in the army, all the while writing 
to Count Lally, that he could not conceive 
by what means he had incurred his diſ- 
pleaſure, unleſs by ſometimes ſaying, but 
merely by way of converſation, that it were 
to be wiſhed, he had remained at Pon- 


dichery, and from thence iſſued his orders 


to the army. This confeſſion is rather in- 
diſcreet, and might be made a proof, were 
not Count Lally provided with others in 
writing. . 


Count Lally, though in preſence of the 
Englith, contrives to gain a march upon 


them, and make himſelf maſter of the 


magazines that lay behind them; and; hav- 
ing by this means diſabled them from keep- 
ing the field for ſome days, he falls back ſud- 
denly upon Vandiwaſh; carries the Black 
Town ſword in hand; and charges Monſieur 
Dure with the attack of the fort, under cover 
of the army commanded by himſelf. 


Two months before this, the Engliſh had 
contented themſelves with firing from behind 
2 muzzle high parapet, without any embra- 
zures upon this fort with three pieces of cannon; 
and yet made themſelves maſters of it in ſix 
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and thirty hours. Monſieur Dure can make 
nothing of it in ſeven days; and thereby gives 
the Engliſh, twice ſtronger in Europeans than 
Count Lally, time to repair their loſſes, and 
march to the aſſiſtance of the garriſon. 


Count Lally, obliged to fall back upon 
Pondichery, or riſk a battle, reſolves upon 
the latter. He ſets out to meet the Engliſh, and 
attacks them in their march ; but is repulſed 
and beat, the 22d of January 1760. The 
lofs of men, however, was pretty equal on 
beth fides. Monſieur de Buſſy was the only 
priſoner made. by the Engliſh. His Black 
army refuſed to fight; and the ſucceſs of the 
battle would have been doubtful, if Count 
Lally's European cavalry had not refuſed to 
follow him to the charge of the enemy's left 
wing, which began to give way. Count 


Lally contented himſelf with ſuſpending one 


of the commanders, and referring the pu- 
niſhment of the other to the council of Pondi- 
chery, which broke hun. 


It is more than probable, that, had the 


Engliſh immediately fallen on Pondichery, 


they would have carried that place in eight 


days. There was not a ſingle grain of rice in 


it. All the letters, intreaties, orders, and me- 


naces, which for two years paſt Count Lally 
had been uſing with Monſieur de Leyrit, had 
5 not 
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not ſucceſs enough to engage him to eſtabliſh 
a ſingle magazine there. Nevertheleſs, this 
was his principal duty, he being the only per- 
ſon the farmers accounted with for the 
crops, and incomes of the ſettlement, the In- 
tendant himſelf being ſubordinate to > him in 
theſe matters. 


Count Lally, reduced to the defending, 
as lang as he could, the approaches to Pon- 
dichery, encamped with his army at the 
diſtance of four leagues from it, in the way 
by which the Engliſh muſt march to attack 
it, in order to cover the tranſportation of 
grain to it from the ſouth. It was now har- 
veſt. In the mean time the Engliſh were 
attacking a little fort ſeven leagues from 
Pondichery, where an officer of Count Lally's 
regiment, who commanded there, ſtopt them 


nine days, 


- 


The European cavalry, to whom a 


month's pay was due, encouraged by the re- 


membrance of what had happened three 
months before at Vandiwaſh, have recourſe 
to the ſame expedient to obtain ſatisfaction. 
They ſound to horſe; file pff by the road 
leading to the enemy, all to one company 
commanded by a gentleman called des Gras, 
whom the Chevalier de la Fare had brought 


with him from Europe, and who was not a 
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man to connive at practices of this kind fo 
common in the Indies; for it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that it is the Captains who, in that 
country, have the handling of the troopers 
pay, and engage at an exorbitant price for 
the ſubſiſtence of their horſes, for which, 
in time of peace, as well as war, they are 
allowed no leſs than 100 livres a month per 


| horſe. A detachment runs after the deſerters; 
overtakes them at three leagues from the 


camp; and brings them all back, except 


ſeventeen, who, with their arms and horſes, 


go Fer to the enemy. 


A month after this battle, on the 24th of 
February, Admiral Corniſh appegrs on the 
coaſt with four ſhips of the line from Europe, 
and on the 28th comes to an anchor in the 


road of Madras. On the 17th of March 


he appears with his ſquadron in the road of 
Pondichery. 


In the mean time, the Engliſh army, was 
drawing nearer and ncarer to Pondichery 
Count Lally, to be at hand to protect it 
againſt any attempts of the ſquadron, and 
at the ſame time obſtruct the march of the 
army, had ſucceſſively fallen back from 
place to place, and now occupied an advan- 
tageous poſt in the way of the Engliſh to Pon- 
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On the appearance of Admiral Corniſh's 


ſquadron, Count Lally, who daily expected 


Count d'Ache's, according to the pro- 
miſe that commander had given him, on his 
failing for the Madagaſcar Iflands the year 
before, fearing left the Engliſh ſquadron 
ſhould, in concert with the Englith army, 
make ſome attempt upon the place, before 
the arrival of the French ſquadron, takes it 
into his head to draw up on the beach, in 
ſight of the former, all the Europeans of the 
ſettlement,who were moſt of them by this time 
in military uniforms. To thoſe, who were not, 
and had not wherewith to purchaſe them, he 
orders cloth to be diſtributed for that pur- 
poſe ; he then proclaims a general review to be 
made under the walls on the ſea fide, on the 
20th of March, by all the European inhabi- 
tants without diſtinction, the gentlemen of 
the council, and the clergy, only excepted. . 


As Count Lally was preparing to repair to 
the review, in company with Monfieur de 
Leyrit, he ſees two hundred and fifty of the 
Company's inferior ſervants, all in arms, enter 
the court before his apartment in a tumul- 
tuous manner, in order to let him know, that 
it was no part of their duty to paſs in review, 
or go beyond the walls of the place; that all 
the military ſervice they were bound to was 
that of defending the . in which the 


archives 
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archives of the Company were kept; that 
they knew no ſuperior in the Indies but Mon- 
ſieur de Leyrit ; that if he, Count Lally, had 
2 mind to ſee them, he might come down into 
the court; that, in a word, they would not 


'obey, and would not repair to the place of 


rendezvous. 


When this happened, there was not a ſingle 
ſoldier within the walls. But Count Lally im- 
mediately diſpatched one of his Aid de Camps 
for a company of grenadiers belonging to the 
regiment of Lorrain & and, to gain tune, ſent 
Monſieur deLeyrit down into the court, to ha- 
rangue to the mutineers. Monſieur de Leyrit, 
who pretends to know nothing af this ſcheme, 
which had been concerted the evening before, 
orders them to obey, and offers to march on 
foot, at their head, to the place of rendez- 
vous. Eut all he fays ſignifies nothing. The 
Lorrain grenadiers arriving in the mean 
time; Count Lally orders the Company's 
ſervants to be difarmed; and ſends them all 
home. The day following, he baniſhes two 
of the moſt ſeditious to places twelve leagues 
from Pondichery, and to a place at four 
teagues diſtance Monſieur la Selle, a gen- 
tleman of the council, who, though the laft 
of that body, had taken upon him to be the 
mouth of theſe mutineers. 
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From this time, Pondichery, without men, 
without money, without ſhips, and even with- 
out proviſions, might be given up for loſt, 
Its council had pulled off the maſk, and 
thought of nothing but how to ward off the 
imputation of mal-adminiftration and want of 
good will, of which they were afraid Count 
Lally might accuſe them to their maſters, by 
throwing it all upon himſelf, They ſpent 
their whole time in nocturnal aſſemblies, and 
in projecting memorials to the Court. Mon- 
ſieur Courtin, one of the heads of this 
cabal, glories, in his depofition, that, from 
the month of May, he never ceaſed impor- 
tuning Monſieur de Leyrit to ſet about a me- 
morial againſt Count Lally, One Dumont, 
Monſieur de Leyrit's agent at Nega-patnam; 
wrote to him to be reconciled to the council, 
and draw up a joint memorial with them, 
which he would take care to forward to 
Europe. In a word, they deliberated in one 
of theſe aſſemblies, whether a ſcurrilous let- 
ter ſhould not be written by the council to 
Count Lally, to let him know, in expreſs 
terms, that he might expect the maſt fatal con- 
ſequences, if he continued to give Monſieur 
de Leyrit any more uneaſineſs, 


But Monſieur Courtin carries his candour 
fill farther, in his depoſition againſt Count 
Lally. He therein expreſsly declares, that 

| the 
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the Count placed an entire confidence in him ; 
that he frequently ſpent whole days with 
him; and that in thoſe moments, in which 
Count Lally, giving way to the overflowings 


of his heart, uſed to conjure him, with tears 


in his cyes, to aſſiſt him, and- intereſt himſelf 
in the ſtate of the expiring Pondichery, he 
uſed at the ſame time to make him acquainted 


, With the grounds of his diſguſt at Monſieur de 


Leyrit's behaviour; and he adds in his depo- 
ſition, that, as Count Lally had not required ſe- 
crecy of him, with regard to what he thus con- 
fidentially ſaid to him, he made it his regular 
practice, on leaving Count Lally's apartment, 
to wait upon Monſieur de Leyrit, and repeat 
to him, word by word, what he had heard 
from Count Lally's mouth ; recommending 
to him, at the ſame time, to draw up a me- 
morial againſt Count Lally. This fa& is in- 
conteſtible. Is it poſſible for a man to acknow- 
ledge himſelf in clearer and more expreſs 
terms the greateſt ſcoundrel living? Yet this 
Monſieur Courtin was conſtantly trumpeting 
himſelf as the honeſteſt member of the council 
of Pondichery. He has even dared to ſay at 
his confrontation, that he thought a difference 


ſhould be made between him and his fellow 


counſellors. 


It is true, that Monfieur Moracin, convicted 
of perjury at his confrontation, to no leſs than 
| four 
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four different facts, did not ſhew himſelf a man 
of ſeverer morals than Monſieur Courtin, 
when he wrote to Count Lally, that a man 
might have very little honeſty without being 
a knave. ; 


Is it any way ſurpriſing, that Count Lally, 
having to deal with men of this kidney, 
ſhould have met with contradiction and op- 


' poſition to all the meaſures he was for taking 


to prevent, or at leaſt retard, the fall of 
Pondichery ? 


While the Engliſh army was employed in 
maſtering the little poſts, ſtill held by the 
French, to the north of Pondichery, Admi- 
ral Corniſh's ſquadron attacked Karical to 
the ſouth, which was now defended by the 
ſame officer of the Company's, who had given 
up Chandernagor. Monſieur de Leyrit had 
obliged Count Lally to take the command 
of this place from an officer of the King's 
troops, and give it to this officer of the 
Company's, in order, he ſaid, to avoid diſ- 
putes with the counſellor who preſided there. 
But this officer of the Company's did not ſo 
much as wait for the enemy's bringing their 
cannon before it, Immediately on their 
ſending him a few bombs, he delivered up 
the place; a place wanting for nothing, and 


the only one fortified in the manner of 


Europe, 
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Europe, that the Company had in the Indies. 


Accordingly, he was broke and degraded by a 
court martial. The truth is, he deſerved death. 


After this operation, the Engliſh made 


themſelves maſters of Valdore. Count 
Lally, encamped over againſt them, two 
leagues from Pondichery, by his good coun- 
tenance prevented their making any other 
motion for three months together; and there- 
by gained time for introducing into the place 
about three thouſand oxen and ſheep, befides 
a ſufficient quantity of rice to ſubſiſt the 
garriſon for fix months. No one could con- 
ceive at this time, for it was now April, 
that the French ſquadron had totally deſerted 
Pondichery. 


While Count Lally was keeping the Eng- 
liſh at bay, he contrived to conclude a treaty 
with a Myſorean Chief, by which this 
Chief bound himſelf to introduce into Pon- 
dichery three thouſand oxen, with a propor- 
tionable quantity of rice and butter, in con- 
ſideration of the French ceding to him the 


fort of Thiagar, adjoining to his territories, - 


which Count Lally had conquered the year 


; before. But the council of Pondichery op- 


poſed and traverſed this treaty. Monſieur 
de Leyrit made it his buſineſs to ſend Count 
Lally anonymous letters, which he faid had 

been 
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been fent himſelf, to inform him that theſe 
Myſoreans had not one thouſand four 
hundred effective horſe. They arrive, how- 
ever, with all their cavalry in Count Lally's 
camp, in order to ſign the treaty. But the 
council of Pondichery give them to under- 
ſtand, that the moment Count Lally's back, 
who was but a paſſenger, ſhould be turned, 
they would break the treaty between him 
and them. Upon this, the My ſoreans re- 
fuſe to conclude the treaty with Count Lally, 
unleſs the council of Pondichery give them 
a promiſe in writing, that they will abide 
by the conditions of it, though Count Lally 
ſhould be recalled, 


This was the firſt inſtance ſeen in the In- 
dies of the Blacks of the country refufing to 
acknowledge · a Commander in chief, and 
treat with him alone. The council of Pon- 
dichery meet; and reflecting on the ill con- 
ſequences, with which this their ſolemn re- 
fuſal of the means to retard the loſs of Pon- 
dichery might be attended to themſelves, 
ſign the promiſe the Myſoreans required. 
But behold the cunning of the men! They 
at the ſame time draw up, in ſecret, a verbal 
procels of the tranſaction, and proteſt againſt 
their own act. It is this very council, that 
has ſworn to the truth of this affair in a 
court of juſtice. Count Lally knew nothing 
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at that time of what they were doing ; and 
he is ſtill ignorant of their motives for doing 
what they have done. . 


One thing is certain, and that is, that 
theſe cabals of the council of Pondichery 
created ſo much jealouſy in the minds of the 
Myſoreans, that, the very day after the 
treaty was figned, they deſerted Count Lally 
in the night, and ſet out for their own 
country. 


Count Lally ſends meſſenger upon meſ- 
ſenger after them. They are overtaken at 
fifteen leagues diſtance, and, after a nego- 
tiation of twenty days, prevailed on to re- 
turn. 


Theſe Myſoreans, to the number of 2700 
horſe and foot, ſet out from Thiagar with be- 
tween eleven and twelve hundred oxen. On the 
road, they meet with a detachment of the ene- 
my, through which they are obliged to fight 
their way. Two thirds of their convoy diſap- 
pear during the engagement. They arrive at a 
league of Pondichery with between three and 
four hundred oxen, which the Intendant and 
the Clerk named for that purpoſe by Mon- 
ficur de Leyrit bring into the town, with one 
hundred, or one hundred and fifty crocks of 
mantegue, or butter of the country, 

But 
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But how are theſe tricks and cabals of the 
council of Pondichery, to be reconciled with 
what the members of it now depoſe. 
They ſay, that theſe very My ſoreans, who, 
they allow, they did not chuſe ſhould come 
to Pondichery to ſave that place, might have 
ſaved it, notwithſtanding, They fay, that 
theſe very Myſoreans, who, according to 


themſelves, did not amount to 1400 men, 


when Count Lally was for their coming, 
came, however, to the number of 4000. 
They ſay, that theſe 4000 men might have 
beat the enemy, who had in their camp 
10,000 to oppoſe to them. They ſay, more- 
over, that 400 Europeans had nothing to fear 
from 20,200 of theſe Myſoreans. Now 
the Engliſh had gooo Europeans! There 
is not a ſingle tittle of what the council 
has depoſed concerning theſe Myſoreans, 
that is not a moſt bare-faced lye or ab- 
ſurdity. | 


The Myſoreans never encamped on the 
glacis of Pondichery ; they never received 
any ſupplies of rice from it; they continued 
in the neighbourhood of it but ſeven and 


twenty days. Count Lally marched twice 


at their head to reconnoitre the enemy; 
and twice, at the firing of the firſt muſket, 
they fled, and left him alone with his guards 
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in the midft of the plain. Count Lally em- 
ployed them a third time; he ſent out with 
them all his European cavalry; but, inſtead 
of marching to the place of their deſtina- 
tion, they turned another way with theſe Eu- 
| ropean cavalry, which never returned, leav- 
ing their baggage behind them in the care 
of their louchards or riding ſervants who, ſeven 
days after, on hearing that their maſters were - 
ſafely arrived with the European cavalry at 
Gingee, twelve leagues from Pondichery, ſet 
out by night, and without Count Lally's 
knowing any thing of the matter, to join 
them. | | | 
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15 | The truth is, the object of the treaty made 
wal with theſe Myſoreans was to victual Pon- 
| dichery. Troops of this kind do not fo 
tint much as appear. in battle, where there. are 
| any Europeans to be dealt with. 


The truth is, their Chief did not conſent - 
| ith to this treaty, of which he bore the whole ex- 
wr pence, (a thing never before known of in the 
14 Indies) till Count Lally told him, that he daily 
k expected a formidable ſquadron to ſecond 
Mi bis operations; but ſeeing nothing of the 
1 ſquadron, though the monſoon was on the 
1000 turn, and fearing the reſentment of the 
amy Englith, who, in caſe the French ſquadron 
did not arrive, muſt bepecdily maſters of the 
|; whole 
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whole country, he recalled his troops, on 
pretence that he was himſelf attacked .in his 
own territories. This is what he wrote to 
Count Lally. It is not, therefore, any ill 
treatment given by Count Lally to thefe 
Myſoreans, that made them abandon Pon- 
dichery, as depoſed by the council of that. 
place. Theſe Myſoreans, therefore, did 
not fulfil the conditions of their treaty by 
coming to Pondichery with the provifions, 
with which they had agreed to ſupply it, 
ſince they gave up the fort of Thiagar, (the 
price ſtipulated for theſe proviſions) when they 
retired. . What are we to think of the council 
of Pondichery after all theſe ſhifts and turns? 


Eight days after the EINER of theſe 
Myſoreans, Count Lally refolved on an- 


other bold ftroke, which was to attack, in 


the night between the 2d and 3d of Septem- 
ber, the whole Engliſh army. And, as the 


reſult of all the ſecret aſſemblies held by 


the council of Pondichery, and all the let- 
ters iſſued by theſe aſſemblies, were handed 
about the Engliſh camp, under the title of 
remonſtrances, even before they reached 
Count Lally, he took upon him to make, 
alone, the diſpoſition for this attack, which 
he now ſubmits to the judgment of perſons 
well acquainted with the nature of ſuch enter- 
priſes. He let the gates be ſhut at the uſual 
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hour, and afterwards had them opened for 
himſelf only, and repaired to the army, To 
all the principal officers he gave in writing 
circumfiantial inſtructions. 


The attack was to be made on three fides 
at the ſame time, on the firing of two rockets 
from the roof of the Jeſuits church, 


The rockets are fired, Count Lally's right 
carries a little redoubt defended by two can- 
non, which covered the enemies left, 


The center, where Count Lally com- 
manded in perſon, attacks the center of the 
enemy, where the Engliſh General had an 
opportunity given him of uniting his whole 
ſtrength; the battalion of India, which formed 
Count Lally's left, having, inſtead of at- 
tacking the enemies right, thought proper to 
fall back, and wheel behind Count Lally's 
center. By this means the attack miſ- 
£arries,” 1 ö 


And here it is proper to obſerve, that 
the troops of the Company never fought: in 
the Indies, but when plunder was to be got 
by fighting; and they could expect none 


by fighting Europeans. In theſe famous 


campaigns, ſo thick ſtudded with viftaries, 
which Meſheurs de Buſſy and Moracin 
cauſed to be fo loudly trumpeted in the Ga- 
E zettes 
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zettes of Europe, they had none but Blacks 


to deal with. Theſe campaigns were, at 
bottom, no better than progreſſes, in which 
the Commander ſent detachments to the 
right and left of his rout to levy on the 
Princes of the country heavy contributions, 
half of which, and ſometimes a farthing, 
were not brought _to the Company's, ac- 
count. | 


Theſe victories may be eſtimated by the 
printed memorial, which Monſieur Courtin 
publiſhed about a year ago. Monſieur Cour- 
tin tells us, that with 8 lame Europeans he 
has had to engage from 200 to 2000 Blacks; 
and that he, at length, fought his way, by the 
mountains of 'Thibet, through 5000 of theſe 
Blacks. What wonders, therefore, might 
not be expected from Meſſieurs de Buſſy and 
Moracin at the head, the one of 8oo,. the 
other of 409 healthy able-bodied Europeans. 
It is true, that Monſieur de Buſſy was once 
defeated by theſe very Blacks, and loſt half 
his army, and with the other half was obliged 
to fly before them for the ſpace. of eighty 
leagues. -» But it is the only inſtance of the 
kind remembered in the Iadies; and Mon- 
ſieur de Leyrit more than repaired this loſs. 
It was, indeed, 55 . the ſettlements 
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In the height of all theſe ſucceſſes, Mon- 
ſieur Dupleix, who did not get a penny by 
them, had to deal with Europeans in the 
Carnatic, and was every where defeated. He 
was conſtantly complaining to the Company of 
the ſoldiers, and even of the officers, who 
but too much reſembled their foldiers, ſent to 
him from Europe. And, indeed, theſe troops 
were ever backward to ſhew themſelves in 
the field; and, as often as the enemy, came 
up with them, either fled or laid down their 
arms. They fled at Caveripac ; they fled at 
Babour; they fled twice in Tanjore; they 
laid down their arms at Valconda; they 
ſurrendered at diſcretion in the iſland of Se- 
ringham; they failed thrice before Cudaloor, 
though but a poſt ; twice before Arcot ; twice - 
before Trichenopoly, at the laſt ſiege of which 
half of them were made priſoners. In a 
| word, in ſpite of all the reinforcements ſent 
15 U one after another from Europe to Monſieur 
I! Dupleix, there was no army in the Indies, 
| al when Monſieur de Godcheu landed there 
[hb | with 2000 men; and of theſe 2000 men 
there remained but 1020 at Pondichery, at 
the end of two years, when Count Lally 
landed there, though there had been 1 no war 
in the mean time. | : 
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Rut of theſe priſoners, made five years be- 
fore, there ſtill remained above 800 in the 
Englith 
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Engliſh priſons, which 'Count Lally found 
himſelf obliged to exchange againſt the gar- 


riſons he had taken in Fort St. David, j and 
before Madras. 


This unavoidable exchange deprived him, 
immediately on his arrival, of the unqueſ- 
tionable ſuperiority he had over the Engliſh. 
He would have had 800 men more, and 
would have ſent to the ifland of Bourbon, 
according to his inſtructions, theſe 8025 Eng- 
liſh, who would have been, in his hands, a 
curb upon the Engliſh General and Gover- 
nor, when he found himſelf under a neceſſity 
of aſking of them conditions for Pondichery. 


It will, perhaps, be objected to Count 
Lally, that the India Company, in ſpite of 
all the loſſes they ſuffered in the Indies, fill 


retained Pondichery. To this he — 
anſwers: 


The Engliſh Miniſtry, at that time, con- 
ſidered the poſſeſſions of the Engliſh Eaſt 
India Company as an object foreign to the 
ſtate. Nay, the generality of the Engliſh 
nation rather wiſhed to ſee that Company 
cruſhed to pieces, in order to make way for 
a free trade. In the laſt war, the Engliſh 


Miniſtry happened to be of a different opi- 


nion. They ſent ſucceſſively, to the coaſt of 
E 4 Coro- 
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Coromandel alone, 4000 regular troops, and 
fourteen ſhips of the line. Monficur de Leyrit, 
twelve months before the arrival of Count 
Lally, ſuffered Bengal to be loſt, when he 
might have ſaved it by an embarkation of 
300 men ; the Engliſh, once maſters of this 
ſettlement, the only lucrative one, found 
themſelves ſtrong enough to dethrone the ſo- 
vereign of the country, who offered ta the 
French, and would have granted them, the 
fame advantages, which the Englith derived 
from the ſovereign they ſubſtituted to him. 
The Engliſh, in a word, derived from this 
revolution ſeventy-five millions of livres, with 
which they began by paying all their India 
debts, employing the remainder in the attack 
of the French ſettlements. They did more ; 
they took advantage of their ſquadron's win- 
tering at Bombay, to take Surat. . The 
French Company, on the contrary, ſent, to 
ſupport their ſettlements in the Indies, but 
four millions in money; 2900 men, and five 
hips of war; and theſe, A arrived too 
late. 


But to return. The army commanded by 
Monfieur Dure, a Lieutenant-Colonel, was 
encamped a league from Pondichery, and 
half a league before a hedge between ſix and 
ſeven fathoms thick, which furrounded the 
town for the * of about two leagues 

and 
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and a half. This is what was called the 
bounds of Pondichery. All the ſettlements 
granted to the Europeans on the coaſt of 
Coromandel are ſurrounded with hedges of 
this kind. They ſerved to keep off the Mo- 
rattoes, and naked cavalry, who, as they are 
full of brambles.and briars, never attempt to 
croſs them. They are, however, here and 
there, lined with cannon, in order to hinder 
theſe Morattoes from ravaging the rice grounds 
and houſes within cannon ſhot of them. 
The witneſſes againſt Count Lally have not 
been aſhamed to repreſent in Europe theſe 
bounds, as an intrenchment, like that of Heil- 
bron. The Engliſh had bounds of this kind 
at Cudaloor, Fort St. David, and Madras, 
leſs extenſive and better kept up than thoſe 
of Pondichery Let they never took it into 
their heads, with five times the number of 
men that Count Lally had, to wait his ap- 
proach behind g Witneſſes muſt be 
hard put to, to have recourſe to ſuch ab- 
ſurdities, which a ſingle glance at the plan 
of the place is ſufficient to overſet. 


An officer of the India Company's, , who, 
like ſeveral of the inhabitants, went over to 
the Engliſh camp on the zd of September, 
rather than ſtarve in the town, returning two 


hours after with a paſs from the Engliſh 
Commander, in order to take away his 


N cloaths, 
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_ cloaths, informed Count Lally, that the 
enemy threatened to attack Monſieur Dure 
the next day, and force him to fall back within 
the bounds of Pondicherry. This was only 
what Count Lally expected from one mo- 

ment to the other, the two armies having 
lain ten days together within half a cannon 
ſhot of each other, ſo as to give occaſion to fre- 
quent interchanges of muſketry, by right as 
Ow by day, between their advanced guards. 


Count Lally ſends this officer to give 
Monſieur de Leyrit an account of what he 
ſaid he had heard in the Engliſh camp; for 
the event has proved that it was all a 
fiction. Monficur de Leyrit, according to 
this officer's oath, makes anſwer, that it was 
no affair of his. Count Lally writes to the 
council to repreſent to them the great dan- 
ger of leaving thus expoſed, beyond the 
bounds, the regiments of Lorrain and Lally. 
The council, likewiſe, make anſwer, that 
it is no buſineſs of theirs, 


The troops, by thus lying without the 
bounds, increaſed the boundary of the 
place, and thereby favoured the entrance 
of ſome proviſions. A retrograde march 
would have leſſened this boundary. Count 
Lally, aware of the reproaches in ftore for 
him, if he had ordered it, thought proper 

to 
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to wait the iſſue. He, therefore, wrote the 
very ſame day, the 3d of September, a letter 
of inſtructions to Monſieur Dure, to inform 
him of the ſteps he ſhould take to avoid a 
ſurpriſe, and to retreat in good order, on 
the approach of the enemy, within the 


bounds, Sw the cannon of the place com- 
manded. 


This fine army of Count Lally's conſiſted 
of the regiment of Lorrain of 300 men; 
the regiment of Lally of 200; and 200 
Blacks encamped without the bounds. The 
battalion of the Indies, of 200 men, lay en- 
camped under a fort at the other ſide of the 
river, three quarters of a league from the 
regiments of Lorraifi and Lally, in order to 
favour the introduction of proviſions on that 
fide, as being the fide worſt guarded by the 
Engliſh. Count Lally had, beſides, 200 ſailors 
within the bounds, to be at hand, either to 
cover the retreat of the 500 men of Lorrain 
and Lally, that lay without them; or throw 
themſelves into the town in caſe of any at- 
tack upon it by the Engliſh ſquadron. Thus, 
this army amounted, in the whole, to oo 
n. and 200 Blacks. 


The army of che enemy conſiſted of 3800 
Engliſh foot, and 150 Engliſh horſe; 400 
Germans, Swiſs, and French deſerters, and 
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goo marines; in all 4,500 Europeans, and 
10,009 Blacks, ſupported by fourteen veſſels 
of the line in the road of Pondichery. 
Such is the army which made Monſicur 
Pure retreat, a little precipitately indeed, 
within the bounds of Pondichery. This 
operation, of which ſo much has been ſaid, 
coſt no blood; we loſt not a fingle man by it. 


The evening before this attack, the Go- 
vernor of Madras had recalled the com- 
mander of the Engliſh troops, and had given 
the command of them to a Colonel, who had 
his leg broke by the firſt and the only cannon 
ball fired againft the enemy. 


From this day, the 10th: of September, 
the place may be ſaid to have been not only 
inveſted, but ſtraitened. It is a maxim with 
military men, that a place is inveſted even 
from the day of a fuperior army's appearing 
before it. Why, therefore, ſhould Count 
Lally be refuſed the merit of having, with 
a handful of men, and merely by making a 
good countenance, prevented the inveſtiture 
of Pondichery for four months together. The 
plain about it was open; there was not ſo 
much as a ſingle buſh between — and the 
mn ene 
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The four months of inveſtiture, which'pre- 
ceded the ſurrender of the place, were ſpent 
in conſtant expectations of ſuccours from 
Europe, in conſequence of two deputations 
ſent to inform the Company of the imminent 
danger of Pondichery; and in conſtant ex- 
pectations of ſeeing the ſquadron of the 
Count d'Ache. All this time, the Englith 
made not the leaſt attempt upon the place 
whereas Count Lally made two fallies upon 
them, and in one carried off 84 men, in the 
other an officer and his whole. guard. All 
the enemy did was to erect three batteries at 
600 paces diſtance from the place, which did 
not ſo much as ſtir a tone from the parapet. 
In a word, there fell, during the whole. of 
this famous ſiege, but one man, who was 
killed by a random ſhot on the ef enen 


of Pondichery. 


As to the interior of the place, theſe four 
months were ſpent in Altercations ' between 
Count Lally, the council, and ſome of the 
principal officers, who wanted to build 
their fortunes on the ruins of 1 it. 


Count Lally bad RE of the council 
to raiſe a tax upon the White and Black 
inhabitants without diſtinction, in propor- 
tion to their fortunes. The council thought 


proper to lay the whole burthen on the 
Blacks. 
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Blacks. All the Europeans, monopoliſts and 
others, were exempted from it. Count 
Lally knows not what it produced; but 
he knows, that the council made a handle of 
it to ſpirit up the inhabitants againſt him. 
Nevertheleſs, it was abſolutely neceſſary 
either to ſurrender the place, or ſubſiſt 
the officers ; or, at leaſt, give them a credit 
to live upon; it was neceſſary to pay 
the Blacks employed in repairing the ruin- 
ous parts of the fortification; in fine, it 
was neceſſary to pay the European workmen 
employed in the ſervice of the artillery and 
other works. 


Count Lally impoſed two fines on two 
of the Company's ſervants; one of whom, 
appointed keeper of the magazines, by Mon- 
fieur de Leyrit, made it a practice to diſ- 
poſe of the grain lodged in them, on his 
own account; the other, to write to the 
Engliſh General Xthat he had ever been more 
attached to the Engliſh than to the French ; 
and that it would be matter of rejoicing 
and thankſgiving to ſee him arrive, as an 
amiable conqueror. This man, called Ber- 
thelin, was one of Monſieur de Leyrit's fa- 
vourites, and conſtantly attended the toilet 
of a lady very far gone in that gentleman's 
good graces. Theſe two men were, beſides, 

connected, by blood and intereſt, with all 
the 
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the members of the council, who ſpirited up 
the whole town againſt the rigour of theſe 
fines, which brought the treaſury about 
60,000 livres. Count Lally was reduced 
to the alternative of ſurrendering the place, 
or turning to ſome account the crimes of 
theſe wretches, for whom, in another cir- 
cumſtance, he would have tought hanging 
too. mild a puniſhment. 


0 Lally had ordered a ſearch to be made 
for grain in all the houſes of Pondichery, his 
own not excepted. This ſearch was made 
by one of the principal military officers, 
and one of the Company's ſervants, attended 
by two ſerjeants. It is a cuſtomary thing 
to bury grain in this country, where it is 
ready money. They took four thouſand 
meaſures of it from a ſervant of Monſieur de 
Leyrit's, who had hid it in his en, 
twelve feet under the ſurface. 


The officers and ſoldiers were reduced to 
rice and water; the Counſellors of Pondi- 
chery, the Partners and Factors of thoſe of 
Mauritius, and of ſome Captains of men of 
war, to whom the ſhortneſs of the cruizes made 
on the coaſt by the Count d'Ache did not 
give ſufficient time to ſell their ventures, 
kept open wine ſtores; and were not aſhamed” 
to take ſuch adyantage of the neceſſity of 

the 
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the troops, as to make them pay from ſeven 
to eight livres a bottle for that article. They 
even raiſed it to twelve during the fiege of 
Madras. Yet this wine coſt but five ſols. 
Monſieur de Leyrit had four thouſand bottles 
of wine in his cellars, when Pondichery 
ſurrendered. Monſieur Boyelleau, the At- 
torney General, had ſix thouſand belonging 
to a purſer of the ſquadron. Count Lally 
had with much ado prevailed on theſe Coun- 
ſellors to part with ſome of this wine, at 
the rate of ſeven or eight livres a bottle, 
to be diftributed' amongſt the officers, half 
a pint a day to each. The eighth day this 
diſtribution ceaſed. What could Count Lally 
do in theſe circumftances ? ſhould he have 
that very day ſurrendered the place? 


The Count d' Achè was daily expected. It 
was, however, of theſe ſcarches, theſe fines, 
theſe taxes, which preſerved Pondichery for 
eighteen months, and gave time for ſuc- 
couring it, that the council made a handle 
for ſpiriting up againſt Count Lally all the 
ſervants of the Company, ſome of the in- 
habitants in eaſy circumſtances, and ſome 
of the principal officers connected by intereſt 
with thoſe, whoſe monopolies Monſieur de 
Leyrit thought proper to favour. 


Count 
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Count Lally ſuppreſſes, in this place, a 


ſtuck up on the doors of the Churches; and 
the letters thrown into his apartment, in 


hours to live. He ſuppreſſes the inſidious ſteps 
taken by the council, to obtain his leave for 


pieces. Where was the neceſſity of the 
council's aſking leave to do their duty? Count 


their authority, to put an end to the indiſcreet 
diſcourſes held in the place by the Com- 


could get was, that 
diſcourſes of the kind. The memorial of 


the public ſufficiently acquainted with the 
tricks and underhand dealings of theſe fugi- 
tives, whom the Company uſed to employ 


2 few honeſt men .confounded amongſt 
them; are the very fame perſons; / who 
now ſeek to ruin Count Lally, and em- 
compliſh their Black deſign. 

In fine, on the 100 of December, [Conv atly 


days paſt, ſeeing, that there remained in the 
F magazines 


great number of paſquinades againſt him, 
which he was allowed but twenty-four 
finding out the authors of theſe ſcandalous 
Lally had requeſted them; a year before; to uſe 
pany's ſervants; and all the ſatisfaction he 


they had never heard any 


Monſieur de Bourdonnais has already made 
in their India factories; and who, all to 
ploy the ſame means as heretofore to Ace, 5 


who had been confined to his bed for twenty 
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magazines but four pounds of rice for every 
officer and ſoldier, gives notice to the council, 
that it is high time to think ſeriouſly on the 
conditions to be required of the Engliſh com- 
mander, in order to have time to diſcuſs 
them with him. The council's anſwer is, 
that it will be time enough to think of them, 
when the place ſhall be reduced to the laſt 
extremity. Count Lally replies, that it will 
be then too late. He is, however, obliged 
to wait for the laſt extremity. 


As an account of what happened between 
this day, the 24th of December, and the 16th 
of January following, when the place ſur- 
rendered, would be but one uninterrupted 
iſſue of ſuch miſery and witkedneſs, as 
Count Lally could ſcarce expett to gain belief 
to, were he not provided with proofs of it in 
writing, has thought proper to give, at the end 
of this Journal, a ſummary of all the events 
that have any relation to the capitulation of 
Pondichery ; and will here confine himſelf to 
2 ſhort narrative of the exceſſes committed 
fince its ſurrender. (34 


The town of Pondichery ſurrendered the 
16th of January 1761, and the inner fort 
the 179th. The council of Pondichery pre- 


vail on Fm Governor of Madras to fend off 
Count 


r TS 2 ERIE I rs COIN SOROS 


COUNT L'AL.L'Y. 67 


Count Lally, though at death's door, the day 
following. Count Lally requeſts of the Eng- 


liſh General to be ſent to Cudaloor, where he 


might be within reach of the French and 
Englith phyficians and ſurgeons, The Go- 
vernor of Madras inſiſts on his going to Ma- 
dras, and gives him his palanquin for that 
purpoſe. He is not permitted to take any 
thing with him. but two trunks and his bed, 
the council of Pondichery having told the 
Engliſh Governor, that he would find trea- 
ſures in his cheſts. They, indeed, contained 
treaſures, but theſe treaſures were his papers, 
which the council had their eyes upon, and 
Count Lally was deſirous of ſecuring. It was 
theſe very papers, which gave riſe to the re- 
ſolution that was taken, and with which he 
was threatened, to aſſaſſinate him, as well as 
the Iiitendant, and Monſieur de Gade ville, the 
Deputy Qyarter-maſter-general of the army. 
Count Lally, had put into the hands of the In- 
tendant all the complaints made to him in wri- | 
ting of the unheard of vexations committed 
by the officers and Company's ſeryants in the 
poſts where they commanded, he had put 
into his hands, all the papers of the Marquis 
de Conflans, containing the neceſſary inſtruc- 
tions for the adminiſtration of affairs in Ma- 
ſuli-patnam. The Chevalier de Gadeville 
was charged with all the papers, containing 
F 2 the 
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the complaints exhibited to Count Lally, by 


the Blacks of Pondichery, of the vexations 


and cruelties they had ſuffered from the officers 
and ſervants of the Company. Theſe com- 
plaints the poor people uſed to put, by night, 
intoa kind of letter-box, which Count Lally 
had ordered to be placed at the gate of the 
fort, as they no longer dared to come in per- 
ſon to him, fince an officer had broke the 
arm of one of them, as he was leaving the 


Count's apartment. 


This very ſame 18th of January, an officer 
in the Company's ſervice, who had been broke 
and expelled his regiment in Europe for a 
conſpiracy againſt the Colonel, enters at nine 
in the morning the court-yard of Count Lal- 
ly's houſe, at the head of five and twenty 
officers or ſervants of the Company, in or- 
der to kill him in his bed; and, meeting one 


of the Count's Aid de camps on the ſteps 


of the ſtreet-door, immediately falls upon 
him. The Commandant of the regiment of 
Lorrain arrives to his aſſiſtance; the alarm 
ſpreads through the fort; and the Engliſh 
guard being within ſixty paces, the aſſaſſins 
diſperſe ; but, after leaving an officer in the 
gallery leading to Count Lally's apartment 
to watch the hour of his departure, rendez- 
vous again in a private houſe, where Mon- 
X fieur 
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fieur de Leyrit and oneDefer, the murderer of 
the Intendant had lodged together for ſome days. 
Moſt of them dine there. Monſieur Moracin 
takes care, in the letter he writes Monfieur de 
Buſſy to give him an account of what hap- 
pened at Count Lally's leaving Pondichery, 
to tell him, that the Count was too narrowly 
watched to get incognito out of Pondichery ; 
and, as to the Intendant, that he was born to 
leave his bones in the Indies. This letter is 
amongſt the pieces reported in this trial, 


Monfieur Mathon, ſuperior general of the 
foreign miſſions, is ſtill more explicit in re- 
gard to the murder of the Intendant, in his 
letter of the fame date to his convent in 
Paris. Monfieur Lally, theſe are the words 
of this good prieſt, will be ſure to ſay that the 
Intendant has been aſſaſſinated ; nothing more 
was intended than a little caning, for not a man 
of them would have dared to attack the Inten- 
tendant ſingly, as he paſſed for the bxft ſwordſman 
in Pondichery ; but he reſented the infult offered 
him, and drew on himfeif what followed. That 
is as much as to ſay; he challenged, 
eighty men, and eighty men killed him.“ 


This gang, as ſoon as they got up from ta- 
ble, aſſembled again, by five in the evening, at 
the gate of the fort, to the number of eighty, 
all of them officers or ſervants of the Company. 

3 Count 
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Count Lally, having, in conſequence of what 
had happened in the morning, applied to the 
Englith General for an eſcort, had obtained 
an officer and fifteen huſſars for that purpoſe. 
Defer watched his coming out at the very 
door of his chamber; and, the moment he ſaw 
the folds of it open, ſet out full ſpeed for the 
gate of the fort to alarm his accomplices. 


Count Lally leaves his chamber a quarter 
after fix, when it was almoſt night. He meets 
at the door Father Lavaur, who had but juſt 
come through the gang of aſſaſſins that waited 
for him; and, therefore, wiſhes the Count 


a good journey, and, above all things, adviſes, 


him to take great care of his health. 


Count Lally has ſcarce got out of the gate 
of the fort, when he ſees theſe eighty aſſaſſins 
advancing towards his palanquin; Monſieur 
de Moracin alone ten paces before them to 
the right. Count Lally immediately orders 
his, palanquin to ſtop, and four of his guards 
to level their pieces at a dozen of the aſſaſſins, 


who were already within ten paces of him. 


This motion obliges them to halt, and gives 
time to the Engliſh officer and his fifteen 
huſſars to ruſh out of the fort to his aſſiſtance. 


Upon this the aſſaſſins diſperſe, and Count 


Lally proceeds on his journey. 


Four 
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Four minutes after, the Intendant comes 
out of the fort, when the aſſaſſins rally for the 
third time that day, and fall upon him. Defer 
diſpatches him at one ftroke, and lays him 
dead at the feet of two Englith centinels. 


The next moment, Monſieur Boyelleau, 
Attorney General, arrives, before the Inten- 
dant's body can be carried to his apartment, 
which lay within eighty paces of the ſpot 
where he had been aſſaſſinated. But he leaves 
it where he found it, without inſtituting any 
verbal proceſs; repairs directly to the de- 
ceaſed's apartment; ranſacks his effects and 
papers; ſhuts and ſeals his doors; and departs 
without giving any orders for the interment 
of his body, or taking the ſlighteſt informa- 
tion againſt the aſſaſſin, who returned home 
in triumph, paſſing through Monſieur de 
Leyrit's apartment in his way to his own. The 
Capuchins, pariſh prieſts of the place where 
the affair happened, refuſe the Intendant 
chriſtian burial. At length, his ſervants, 
after he had four and twenty hours remained 
naked on the ſteps of his own door, and 
expoſed to the inſults of the officers and ſer- 
vants of the Company, remove him to a gar- 
den, and bury him there. Such is the tranſ- 
action, which people now affect to confider as 
an affair of honour, and merely accidental. 
4 If 
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If it was no more, why was chriſtian burial 


refuſed the Intendant ? Such is the affair of 


honour. of an Intendant almoſt ſeyenty, who 


could not ſee in the beſt day: light without 
ſpectacles, againſt eighty men of honour, who 
all depoſe that it was an affair of honour, 


and depoſe at the ſame time, that they were 


not preſent at it. The verbal proceſs of the 


council of Pondichery, their letters to the 


Miniſter and the Company, thoſe too of pri- 
vate perſons, made him an accomplice in the 
extortions charged upon Count Lally. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the witneſſes againſt the Count 
have not ſo much as mentioned the Inten- 
dant's name in their depotitions. They ſhould, 
at leaſt, one would imagine, have contrived 
ſome reaſons to juſtify the firſt inſult which 


they offered the Intendant, and of which his 


death was the conſequence. What a ſcene of 
abominations ! | 


But theſe ſame honeſt men, theſe ſame 

men of honour, took care to ſend imme- 
diate notice to their comrades, priſoners 
at St. Thomas, near Madras, that they had 
miſſed Count Lally. Monſieur le Verrier, 
a member of the council, made no myſtery 
of it in his letters to Monfieur de la Selle, 
another member of the council, then at Tran- 


quebar, T hebe letters are in the hands of 


„„ 


The 
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The priſoners at St. Thomas, on receiving 
from Pondichery the news of Count Lally's 
efcape, aſſemble and reſolve to diſpatch him 
on the road. An officer in the Company's 
ſervice, provoked at this reſolution, writes to 
Count Lally to put him upon his guard. Bur, 
being diſcovered, he is pyrſued. Fortunately, 
however, he gets to Madras, and there obtains 
a ſafe-guard, with which he takes refuge 
amongſt the Dutch at Sadras. 


Even after Count Lally's arrival in the 
neighbourhood of Madras, the conſpirators 
againft him at St, Thomas continue their 
meetings ſo publicly, that the council of Ma- 
dras think it their duty to give him a guard of 
fifty men, and at the ſame time forbid the pri- 
foners of St. Thomas to come within half a 
league of his quarters, on pain of being con- 
fined with the common ſoldiers. It was a near 
relation of Monſieur de Leyrit's, who headed 
theſe conſpirators, all men of honour; and 
he made no ſcruple of owning it at the table of 
l an n Englith Colonel. 


In the mean time, the effects of Count 
Lally, that remained at Pondichery, are 
ſearched and ranſacked in the moſt indecent 
and ſcandalous manner, and in preſence of a 
member of the council; but, they being 
found to. conſiſt entirely of his common 
wearing 
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wearing apparel, part of which, however, is 
embezzled, the two Engliſh Generals, diſap- 
pointed of the treaſures and precious effects 
they were made to expect, treat the two coun- 
Cils as 2 knot of knaves, and make an apo- 
logy to Count Lally by one of thoſe very men, 
who have ſworn againſt him at Paris, and 
whoſe letters he has produced, contradicting 
every thing affirmed by himſelf upon oath. 


Count Lally was treated at Madras in the 
moſt unworthy-manner by the Englith Go- 
vernorand Council. He could ſcarce venture 
abroad for fear of being inſulted. His effects, 
on their arrival from Madras, where they had 
been detained fix weeks, were again ſtopt at 
the Cuſtom-houſe for the payment of 30,000 
livres lent him by an Armenian to carry on 


the ſiege of Madras. He had already remit- 


ted this money to Monſicur Chevreau, the 
treaſurer, who, on being confronted with the 


Count, depoſed to the receipt of it, as likewiſe 


to that of 1200 livres on another account, 
which Count Lally did not ſo Te. as 
remember. 


At length, Count Lally, though ſcarce 
able to leave his bed, is put on board a crazy 
merchant ſhip, and at a bad ſeaſon. He is 
not permitted to take with him the ſmalleſt 
quantity of proviſions, in confequence of 


which he is reduced to live three months, at 
= the 
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the diſcretion of his trading captain, on broths 
made with freth and ſalt pork, till his arrival 
at St. Helena, the military governor of which 
omits nothing to make him forget the un- 
worthy treatment of his Indian countrymen, 

Count Lally is replaced at Madras by the 
council of Pondichery, who have thought 
proper to inform all Europe, in print, of the 
gratitude, with which they were penetrated 
for all the civilities of the Governor and 
Council of Madras. In fact, they were not 
obliged to part with a ſingle handkerchief at 
Pondichery ; nay, they were permitted to 
ſhare amongſt (themſelves part of the few 
effects, that ſtill remained in the Company's 
magazines. 


Count Lally arrives in London, and there 
hears of the cabal formed againſt him in 
France. He applies for leave to return to 
Paris on his parole, and obtains it. He lays 
his complaints before the miniſtry, who 
promiſe him ſpeedy juſtice. The cry of his 
enemies, and the clamours of the public, 
whom his enemies ſpirit up againſt him, 
prevail. The miniſtry think it their duty 
to yield to them. After twelve months 
ſpent in the moſt earneſt ſolicitatons to have 
his conduct examined in the moſt rigorous 
manner, he hears, that he is to be put under 
arreſt 
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arreſt. Upon this he immediately ſets out to 
make a voluntary ſurrender of himſelf, fully 
perfuaded, that he would, at leaſt, be permit- 
ted to juſtify his conduct, This, it muſt be 
allowed, was not acting like a man, whofe 
conſcience reproached him with any crime. 


| >The public, no doubt, will aſk : why this 


univerſal inveteracy\againft Count Lally, if 
there was nothing to charge him with ? 


Count Lally anſwers. In the firſt place, this 
inveteracy is not univerſal. None have been 
admitted as evidence againſt him, but thofe 
very perſons, who have been conſtantly 
decrying him in public, and three fourths 
of whom had been puniſhed by him in the 
Indies for extortion or neglect of duty. 
Secondly, Count Lally did not chuſe to con- 


nive at theft and robbery in the Indies; he 


broughthome with him proofs againſt all thoſe 
who had committed any crimes of the kind in 
that country; ſo that he had againſt him a 
multitude of perſons combined and reſolved to 
keep, coſt what it would, the plunder they had 


amaſſed there. Thirdly, he had to deal with 


Directors, who found themſelves under a 
neceſſity of juſtifying, in the eyes of the ſtock- 
holders, their groſs neglect, to ſupply him 
with men and other means of defence, one of 
the things he thought it moſt incumbent 
upon him to complain of, 2 

| Count 
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Count Lally paſſes fifteen months in the 
moſt horrible confinement, without fo much 


as knowing the reaſons for it. At length, he 
hears, that Father Lavaur, ſecretary and 


clerk of the cabal formed againſt him, is dead; 
and that there had been found, amongſt 
the papers of that father ſealed up after his 
death, an infamous libel, which had already 
been handed about Paris, and of which 
Count Lally had glven the miniſter minutes, 
which minutes were actually ingroſſing at 
Monſieur de Buſſy's. 


Count Lally hears, that, on the ſtrength of 
| this libel, the Chatelet have already taken 
ſome ſteps againſt him; that four witnefles' 
have read to the Lieutenant Criminal a 
depoſition of forty pages in writing, and 
figned it as a judicial act. This is the firſt 
inftance of ſuch a method of proceeding. 


In a word, he hears, after having, for fifteen 
months together, reclaimed the parliament as 
his natural judges, that the King had, by 
an expreſs commiſſion, conſtituted them 
judges of the embezzlements and extortions 
committed in the Indies, as the cauſes of the 
loſs of Pondichery. 


On examining the four depoſitions made 
at the Chatelet, there did not appear the leaſt 
bign of embezzlement on the part of Count 

Lally 
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Lally. A ſecond commiſſion iſſues, in which, 

for the firſt time, the ſuſpicion of treaſon is 
mentioned. This new inſult, on the part of 
Count Lally's enemies, but adds to their ca- 
lumnies, without increaſing his fears of the moſt 
ſcrupulous enquiry. A ſixty years faithful and 
zealous ſervice of his Majeſty clear him, before- 
hand, of fuch a ſuſpicion. The conſtancy, with 
which he preſented himſelf for twelve months 
together to obtain juſtice againſt his calum- 
niators, is an additional proof of his INNOCENCE, 


It is, however, on this mention of a ſuſpicion 


of high treaſon in the ſecond commiſſion, that 


the rigour, with which he has been fince pro- 
ceeded againſt, is founded. Depriyed of all 
manner of aſſiſtance, he finds himſelf, at the 
age of ſixty- ſeven, under a neceſſity of an- 
ſwering, from his memory, to queſtions about 
fats without number, that paſſed nine years 
ago, and in places fix thouſand leagues off, 
He has been more conciſe in his anſwers, and 
more ſparing in ſummoning perſons to appear 
for him, than he otherwiſe would have been, 
in hopes of being allowed council, which, 
however, it has never'been ſo much as deli- 
berated to grant him. 


In ſpite of all the artifices of his informers, 
there has not, appeared, during the courſe of 
his trial, a ſingle witneſs, that could furnuh 
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the leaſt matter for a preſumption of high 
treaſon againſt him, though they were not 
afraid to inſinuate a ſuſpidion of it. But, en- 
raged at ſeeing him triumph over this odious 
imputation of theirs, as well as that of extor- 
tion, they have now taken it into their heads 
to make him culpable in his military capacity. 
That is, after ſucceeding ſo far, as to cauſe 
him to be put under arreſt for extortion, 
without being able to prove any extortion 
againft him, and afterwards accuſing him of 
high treaſon, without daring to ſwear to any, 
they are now for bringing into queſtion his 
conduct as an officer, not conſidering, that, by 
the laws, his conduct, as ſuch, does not fall 
under the cognizance of the civil magiſtrate. 


Every enquiry into the military conduct 
of an officer, and eſpecially a General, re- 
quires a diſcuſſion, face to face, between the 
accuſer and the accuſed. This diſcuſſion has 
not, as yet, been allowed Count Lally, who, 
by the military laws, has a right to defend 
himſelf,” and cannot be judged for military 
tranſactions but according to military forms. 
Otherwiſe, it would be in the power of two 
officers, whom a General might have had 
juſt reaſon to chaſtiſe during the courſe of a 
campaign ; nay, in the power -of a ſecond 
Lieutenant, a Serjeant or common Soldier, 

exaſperated at the loſi, the one of his portman- 


teau, 
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teau, the other of his knapſac, in an action, 
to come and indict their General in a civil 
court of juſtice, and ſwear that they fuſpected 


him of an underſtanding with the enemy, to = 
have this General, without any other proof; 


and on the bare title of the accuſation, put 
under arreſt, and denied the means of defend- 
ing himſelf: The King's commiſſion does not 
ſo much as mention any fuch enquiry. It 
no more belongs to the civil magiſtrate, than 


the deciſion of a litigious civil affair to a court | 


martial. What is more, it cannot be ſaid, that 
there remains any doubt concerning his con- 
duct as an officer, ſince nothing has been 
laid to his charge merely as fuch: Had he 
been but barely ſuſpected of military, miſcon- 
duct, he would have been impeached be- 


fore a court martial, as the only compe- 


tent judges of ſuch an impeachment. But, 


accuſed, as he is, of nothing but extortion, 


and a ſuſpicion of high treaſon, they are the 
only things on which ſentence is to be pro- 
nounced. Is he guilty? Is. he innocent? 
To theſe two queſtions. may be reduced the 
whole of this famous trial, to which calumny 


has ſubjected him, and which will ever remain 


an inſtance of the moſt odious and criminal 
E 


% 


him, 


But one thing alone: would be ſufficient to | 
diſcredit the men, who have informed againſt - 
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him, and that is, the witneſſes againft him 
not ſo much as daring to hazard the mention 
of any intelligence between him and the 
Englith, though, in all their depoſitions, they 
have ſought to compenſate for that deficiency 


by the words, no doubt, The moſt inveterate of 


the military witneſſes have depoſed, in expreſs 
terms, that they did not pretend to infer this 
pretended intelligence from his military 
conduct, though they took upon them to 
cenſure it in other reſpects. And, indeed, 
how is it poſſible to ſuppoſe this intelligence 
in a man, who took all he was worth with 
him to the Indies, and facrificed it to the 
defence of the French ſettlements there 
againſt the Engliſh ? In a man, who left in 
the treaſury of Pondichery the whole of his 
pay, while in the Indies, amounting to 
400,000 livres? In a man, in ſhort, the 
bettering of whoſe fortune depended mo 

on the ſucceſs, than on the miſcarriage, 8 
the expedition he commanded, and who has 


brought upon himſelf the hatred of his accuſers, 


merely by requiring their aſſiſtance againſt 
thoſe very Engliſh, with whom they now ac- 
cuſe him of having had an underſtanding. 


Tue foregoing. is © full and fiithfal nar- 
rative of the expedition to the Indies. If all 
the facts alledged in it are ſupported by 


proofs, 8 2 in truth, they are, what pu- 


G niſhment 
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niſhment can be bad enough for men, who 
have taken upon themſelves to appear, at 
once, as informers, accuſers, and witneſſes 
againſt Count Lally in matters of fuch high 
concernment; and, after all, have not dared 
to advance them on the trial; and now, 

pulling i in their Horns, confine - Abe to 
an impeachment of his military conduct, of 
which they were not witneſſes, and of which, 

| even had they bcen witneſſes, they can by no 
0 means be allowed competent judges. 
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one, beides, honoured with the King's com- 
miſtion ; and in that of the Intendant of the 
5 "as | likewiſe repreſenting his MOTT; 
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0 this it is anſwered, that the intention 
F the officers and ſeryants of the Company, 
in Tiorouſly aſſembling as they did, was not 
to affalſmate them, but merely to inſult them; 
and it is added, that it was but natural for 
perſons. exaſperated againſt Count Lally, to 
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Ploy ments, thus to gather together to inſult 
A das As to cheir effects, they loſt nothing, 
ſince, 


j There is one more reflection to make, 
| which ariſes, of itſelf, out the rapes. . ' 

N Count Lally complains of the hi gh crime 
ö 5 and miſdemeanor committed by the ſub- 
| alterns i in his perſon, as their chief, and as 
| 

| 


J. .whom. they attributed the loſs of their ein- 
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Knee, at that junAure, their horſes were to 


Count Lally cannot allow this reaſon to 
be good in juſtice or policy; it cannot, in 
particular, ſtand good in regard to the Inten- 
dant, to whom, certainly, they cannot attribute 
the loſs of their employments; whom they 
own they inſulted notwithſtanding ; and to 
whoſe charge they have nothing to lay, but 
his reſenting ſuch inſult. But, ſuppoſing the 
fact to be as they themſelyes Nate it, which 
it really is not, they ſtill on themſelves the 
aggreflots. Now the laws have enacted 
pains and penalties againſt aggrelfors. They 
agree, that the Intendant was killed in con- 
ſequence of this inſult. Now the laws have 
enadted pains and penalties againſt murderers, 


If it is agreed, that theſe men were exaſ- 
perated againſt Count Lally (they them- 
ſelves affirm it upon oath) ought their teſ- 
timony againſt him to be admitted in juſtice ? 
The laws forbid it, eſpecially as they them- 
ſelves confeſs their being exaſperated againſt 


FE. <. 


offered Count Lally; that the murder of the 
Intendant ; were merely accidental, and the 
| G2 effects 
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effects of a ſudden tranſport, that was very 
excuſeable, If ſo, why was the deſign of 
getting rid of Count Lally purſued after his 
eſcape from Pondichery ? Why was not the 
Intendant allowed Chriſtian burial ? Why was 
the ſeal taken from off his apartments, con- 
trary to all the uſual forms of juſtice? Why 
were his papers ſecreted, inſtead of being 
ſent home to the miniſtry ? Why was not the 
murderer ſtopt, though but for form ſake ? | 


In fine, theſe very perſons were ſo thoroughly 

convinced, that the killing of the Intendant 
was a murder, that they have all depoſed, 
though without being queſtioned about the 
matter, that they were not preſent at it, 
What was criminal in the Indies, cannot, 
furely, be meritorious in Europe. But 
theſe very gentlemen, to a man, all depoſe, 
chat it was an affair of honour, How dare 
they, if they had not been preſent; give teſ⸗- 
timony in favour of the murderer? In trials, 
where more perſons than one are accuſed, it 
muſt be the height of injuſtice to admit no 
evidence relating to ſome of-the accuſed, but 
what makes for them; nor any relating to the 
reſt, but what makes Wo them. 


"Now, to — up the = of 8 Lally" g 
civil and military conduct, what can be 
gathered from it? | 1 

It 
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It can only be gathered, that, while Mon- 
ſieur de Leyrit continued to pay Count 
Lally's army, the Count, notwithſtanding the 
defeat of the Count d' Ach, and the undoubted 
ſuperiority of the enemy by ſea, made himfelf 
maſter of all the places, which that wen 
n to the ſouth of Polndichery. © | 


lt can only be gathered, that, on Morifiir 
de Leyrit's ceaſing to pay the army, and the 
Count d'Ache's refuſing to leave the road of 
Pondichery, Count Lally was obliged to ſ aſ- 
pend his operations for the ſpace of three 
—_— 


That, in ſpite of the ſecond defeat of the 
Count d'Ache, and his firſt deſertion bf Pon- . 
dichery after a ſtay of four months, Count 
Lally, the very day the Engliſh ſquadron 
quitted the coaſt to go and winter at Bom- 
bay, took the field; made himſelf maſter of 
Arcot, and all the pofts occupied by the 
Engliſh to the north of Pondichery; 'atid*that 
he even Aer Y them to: dog men up 
in Madras. — IS ru Rus 


That with 2500 men he ventured to befiege 
Madras, a well fortified place, garriſoned by 
go00 men, and open to the teas and was 
not able to take it. Qi 
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That the army, with which the Engliſh 
kept the field, attempted no leſs than four 
times to raiſe the ſiege of Madras, and was 
as often repulſed, and compleatly routed. 


That, when Count Lally found himſelf 
under a neceſſity of railing the fiege of May 
dras on the arrival to its affiſtance of fix ſhips 
and 600 regular troops, the council of Pon- 
dichery give him to underſtand, after a for- 
mal Jcliberation, that-they would give him 


no manner of aſſiſtance, and that his army 


muſt find ſubſiſtence ſword in hand. 


That, in ſpite of the diſcontent of an 
army threatening every moment to go over to 
the enemy, and who mutinied twice on their 
not being paid, Count Lally made himſelf 
maſter of a fort, which till then had paſſed 
for impregnable, occupied by the enemy in 
the inland parts of the country; and that, 
two months after, he beat this ſame enemy, 
who came to attack him under the, walls of 
Vandiwath, of which, as well as that of Arcot, 
he had before made them raiſe the ſiege. 


It can only be gathered, that, as ſoon as 
the Count &Ache appeared the ſecond time 
at Pondichery, with a ſum of about 440,200. 
livres, Count Lally, in ſpite of this Admi- 

ral's being defeated a third time, and his 
: | then 


Ca NF: LALLY 


then totally deſerting the coaft;: after a. ſtay 
of ſeven days only, took the — e 
queſt of the * | [3- Sigi OY eait;4) 


That, this enemy having been reinforced 
by a regiment of regular troops from Europe 
under the command of Colonel Coote, and 
Count Lally, on the contrary, diſappointed 
in his expectation of a reinforcement of 
12,000 Blacks, which the brother of the 
ſovereign of the country was bringing to 
him, he could not with an army of +259 
men beat that of tlie enemy — to- 
_ 2600, 


It can only be gathered, that with 1300 
Europeans, without any Blacks for want of 
money to pay them, he could not face, in the 
open field, an enemy of thrice his ſtrength, 
and, at the ſame time, beat off a ſquadron of 
fourteen veſſels of the line blocking up Pon- 
dichery, to the atfiſtance of which he again 
found himſelf obliged to fly; 


That afterwards, his army being reduced 
to 700 regular troops againſt 15,000 land 
forces and fourteen men of war of the line, 
he found himſelf” under the neceſſity of ſur- 
rendering* to the enemy, aſter the place he 
was in had been inveſted and blocked up for 
nine months together; and did not ſurrender, 
till he had not a grain of rice, or morſel 
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of any other kind of food, left for his garri- 
ſon, already exhauſted 850 famine and 18 
tigue. | 1 


That, after giving ten battles, and taking 


ten places, all with the ſame troops againſt 


an enemy Conſtantly recruited from Eu- 
rope, he at length * to ſuperior num- 
bers. 


That, from the day of the arrival of Meſ- 
ſieurs de Buſſy and Moracin at Pondichery, 
and Count Lally's refuſing to let them have 
half his troops to join thoſe they had left be- 


| hind them at their reſpective commands, in 


order to make war on their own private ac- 
counts, they traverſed all his operations ; and, 
with the aſſiſtance of two profligate friars, 
endeavoured to incenſe the whole ſettlement 
Naa _ 


It can als be gathered, chat with four 
millions of livres there is no making head 
againſt ſeventy five-millions ; that with 2000 
men there is no making head againſt 3000; 
and that, without a fingle boat, there is no 
making head againſt fourteen ſhips of the line. 


Ina word, it can only be gathered that we 
whole council, and all the ſervants of the 


Company, had no other motive for riſing up 


_ againſt 
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againſt Count Lally, but his wanting to 

oblige them to contribute in money to the 

defence of Pondichery. He had a right to | 
require it, as he had given the example. Be- | 
ſides, theſe ſervants owed their fortunes. to 
the Company, whereas Conn 18 * 
his to it. | | 22 


Is it any way a * in ad to. 
preſerve fortunes, which Count Lally offered | 
to prove had been fraudulentiy -acquirtd, | 
thoſe very men, to whom their: maſters had | 
communicated the complaints exhibited. 
againſt them by the Count, ſhould combine 
to impeach him, without being able to bring 

. a fingle proof, of the very ſame crimes, of 
which he intended ag impeach themſelves, and 
of which he was ready to produce the clearrſt 
evidence, and which it was their iutereſt to 
ſtifle, or at leaſt invalidate. This is what 
they have attained by their wicked combina- 
tions, and by acting the abominable part of 
informers and witneſſes. But truth, which 
begins to break out on every fide in favour 
of Count Lally, wil; at 5 N 5 —_ 88 ine 
nocence a, 4: r Neu 98 
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A SHORT REVIEW OF THE CA- 
PITULATION OF PONDICHERY. 


HE commander of a place beſieged 
cannot be juſtly blamed for capitula- 
ting, unleſs he docs it, while he has any means 
of defence left; and, conſequently, can oblige 
the beſiegers to grant him his own terms, in 
caſe the good of the ſervice ſhould require his 
giving up the place to them, 


Now it has becn proved, that there did 
not remain a grain of rice, or morſel of any 
other kind of proviſions, in Pondichery, when 
Count Lally ſurrendered it. 


It 
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It has been proved, that there was not, of 
the whole garriſon, fifty men able to crawl 
upon the ramparts, when Count _ ſar- 
rendexed it. 


It has been proved, that the Engliſh were 
well acquainted with the condition of the 
place. This they let Count Lally know, 
And, indeed, how was it poſſible for them 
not ts be acquainted with it, fince, beſides 
the illegal correſpondence carried on between 
Pondichery and the Engliſh camp, of which 
Count Lally was continually complaining, 
as appears by pieces produced in the courſe 
of this trial; beſides the ſcandalous ind indiſ- 
creet diſcourſes, which 200 officers or ſervants 
of the Company, going and coming between 
Pondichery and Madras in quality of priſoners 
of war, uſed to hold at the tables of the Eng- 
liſh; many of the inhabitants, and even of the 
officers, in order to avoid ſtarving, daily left 
the town to ſurrender themſelves voluntarily 
to the Englith ; ſince, in ſhort, the Engliſh kept 
the place blocked up for nine months together, 
and the French were. going to ' ſurrender it 
without waiting till it was actually attacked. 


It has been proved, that Count Lally required 


of the Engliſh better terms, than the condi- 
tion, to which Pondichery was reduced, per- 


mitted him to hope they would grant him. 
It 
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It has been, in a word, proved, that the 
Engliſh granted the inhabitants of Pondichery 
much better terms than they had a right to 
expect, ſince they received them as priſoners 
of war to his Britannic Majeſty ; left them all 
their moveable effects, a condition, which 
Count Lally had refuſed the Engliſh at Fort 
St. David, though ſtill in a ſtate of defence; 
and even allowed them money to purchaſe 
preſent ſubſiſtence, 


. 12 
Pondichery had been blocked up and in- 
veſted for nine months together, by an army 
of 4500 Europeans, 10,000 Black horfe 
La: foot, and fourteen ſhips of the line. 


Count Lally, after keeping the Engliſh at 
bay for five months togetMer, found himſelf, 
at lat, under a neceſſity of retiring into the 
place with 100 regular troops, 200 failors and 
200 Blacks, who, before the end of the month, 
were all ous * want of pay and fubfiftence. 


4 "Gant Lally had tried every e to keep 
within bounds the garriſon, who no longer 
received any pay; and likewiſe the inhabitants, 
v hom the council of Pondichery were con- 
fantly. endeavouring to ſpirit up againſt him, 
om account of his pretended rigour in order- 
ing a fearch for grain, which the inhabitants 
made a practice of burying under ground. 


The 
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The daily hopes. of the Count d'Ache's ar- 
rival rendered ſuch a ſearch neceſſary; and, 


had not Count Lally flattered himſelf with 


theſe hopes, he would have ſurrendered the 
place three months ſooner; and then there 


would have been no ſearch; and he would 


have obtained conditions, which the Engliſh, 
it is true, would not have obſerved, ſince they 


bad the candour to own in their manifeſto, 


that, had they been under a neceſſity of grant- 
ing any, they would have afterwards found 
ſome pretext for breaking them. 


On the 24th of December 1760, there re- 
mained in the magazines but eight days ſub- 
ſiſtence for the ſoldiers, at the rate of but half 
2 pound of rice a day for every man, without 
any kind of wet provitions, or any other Kind 


of ary 


Count Latly had b been counted to his bed 
for twenty days paſt. In this extremity he 
reſolves to write to Brigadier Landiviſiau, 
whom he had charged with the detail of the 
place, and tells him, that it was time to think 
of the terms they intended to aſk the Engliſh ; 
and, as the capitulation was to take in the 
whole ſettlement, he injoined him, in con- 
junction with Monfieur de Leyrit, to call a 
mixed council, in order to deliberate upon 
theſe terms; adding, that he would not, by 

any 
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any means, take it upon himſelf to name 
them, as he was perſuaded; that, let them be 
what they would, the council of Pondichery 
would not fail to diſapprove them. Beſides, it 
is cuſtomary in the Indies, for the inhabitants 
to have a ſhare with Wo: army in all . 
1 | 


Monſieur de 6 bed and the council! of 


Pondichery, aware that, confidering the. ſad 
condition of the place, and the enemies 
being acquainted with the condition of it as 
well as themſelves, they could not expect any 
advantgeous terms, would have been glad 
to ſee Count Lally take the capitulation 
entirely upon himfelf, and alone run the 
riſk of the arrival of Monfieur d'Ache, whom 
they expected, and who might poſſibly 
appear on the coaſt within two hours, nay 
a quarter of an hour, of his capitulating. 
But this was a riſk, to which Count Lally 
did not think proper to expoſe himſelf; and, 
accordingly, he particularly obſcrved- in his 
letter to the Brigadier, that the mixed ebun- 
cil could not too ſeriouſly reflect on the 
double inconveniency, either of obtaining leſs 
diſadvantageous terms by ſurrendering the 
town the ſooner at the riſk of the French 
ſquadron's arriving, or to obtain no condi- 
tions at all by waiting to the laſt extremity 
in hopcs of the arrival of that ſquadron, 
which 
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which would have ſaved it. It muſt be al- 


lowed, that the reſolution taken by Count 
Lally was the wifeft he could take, : 


Brigadier Landiviſiau, who at this juncture 
abuſed the confidence placed in him by 
Count Lally, took advantage of the condition 
to which the Count's weakneſs had reduced 
him, and had combined with Monſieur de 
| Leyrit and Father Lavaur to deceive him, 
makes anſwer, that his orders to aſſemble a 
mixed council are too vague for him to 
obey them. On the 27th, Connt Lally 
fammons him in the King's name to obey, 
and afſemble the council, The Brigadier 
then informs him, that he has obeyed; that 
he has communicated to Monſieur de Leyrit 
his reiterated orders for the aſſembling of 2 
mixed council; but that Monſieur de Leyrit, 
as well as himſelf, was of opinion, that it 
would be time enough to think of it, when 
the place was reduced to the laſt extremity ; 
and that then little time would be requiſite to 
draw up, . propoſe, and diſcuſs what terms 
it would be proper to aſk the enemy. 


This anſwer of Mefficurs Landiviſiau and 
de Leyrit evidently proves, that they did not 
at that juncture expect good terms; and. 
accordingly, Count Lally replied, that it 
would be then too late to think of them, 
— The 
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The truth is, the mixed council was not 
aſſembled, and Count Lally was brought too 
low by ſickneſs to ſec his orders obeyed. It has, 
therefore, been proved by pieces produced in 
the courſe of this trial, that Count Lally was wil- 
ling to make a capitulation, in concert with the 
council of Pondichery, for the whole ſettle- 
ment, civil as well as military; and that 
Meſſieurs de Leyrit and de Landiviſiau, and 
the council of Pondichery, refuſed to Concur 
with him. 


On this refuſal, Count Lally reſolved to 


. retard as long as poſſible the ſurrender of the 


place, threatened Father Lavaur with orders 
to have his convent ſearched for grain, which 
he knew was buried in it. Father Lavaur, 
to avoid this ſearch, took upon him to ſubſiſt 
the garriſon till the 1 th of January. 


It was now what they call in the Indies 
the little monſoon, during which veſſels 
from Europe frequently appear on the coaſt. 
Count Lally was ſtill in hopes of the Count 
d'Ache's ſquadron, or, at leaſt, ſome ſhips of 
it, arriving to the relief of Pondichery ; => 
in fact, five ſhips would have been ſufficient, 
not only to cruſh the Engliſh ſquadron, 
which had juſt loſt nine of its largeſt veſſels 
by a hurricane, but render the French maſ- 

ters 
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ers of the Indian ſeas, and give law to the 
coaſt for n months, at eat, 


In 128 on the 12th of n Count 
Lally finding, that there remained in? the 
magazines but a pound of rice for every 
ſoldier, on which the longeſt he could poſſibly 
be expected to hold out was three days, 
writes to Monſieur de Leyrit, that the extre- 
mity, he would have the ſettlement wait for, 
was come in good earneſt ; and that he muſt 
no ſeriouſly fit down to draw up articles of 
captulation, unleſs he intended to abandon 
the inhabitants to'the diſcretion of Fi enemy. 


Monſieur de Leyrit, after the example 
ſet him by Brigadier Landlvifiau, anſwers 
Count Lallv, that the words of his letter 
are too vague for the council to pay any 
regard to it. Count Lally ſummons them 
to obey z cauſes his ſummons to be regi- 
tered; and ſends notice to Monſieur de 
Leyrit, that, if he perſiſts in his diſobedience, 
he (Count Lally) will, on his ſide, ſend Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Dure to the Engliſ Com- 
mander, to treat with him about the evacua- 
tion of the place by the King and the Com- 
pany's troops. 


He, at the ſame time, ſends one of his Aids 
de Camp to Monſieur de Leyrit, to let him 
H know, | 
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know, how much this his flrange behaviorw 
perplexed and aſtoniſhed: him; particularly 
his not coming, though their apartments 
hy in the fame gallery, to conſult with 
him about the meaſures proper to be taken 
in ſo intereſting and critical a juncture. It 
muſt be allowed, that it was Monſieur de 
Leyrit's duty not to wait for this meſſage, 
eſpecially as Count Lally was confined to his 
bed. But the difficulty is ſolved by Mon- 
ſieur de Leyrit's anſwer to the Aid de Camp. 
He ſends Count Lally word, that the coun- 
eil knew what they had to do; and that, if 
he, (Count Lally) had any thing to commu- 
nicate to him, he might do it by F ather 
r er | 


| The 14th paſſes. The next day, Monfieur 
de Leyrit and the council of Pondichery 
anſwer Count Lally's ſummons, that had 
been ſerved on them the evening' before, by 
another ſummons to him, on thetr part, to aſk 
of the Engliſh Commander, that very moment, 
t fuſpenſionof arms; and to promiſe him, at the 
fame time, that the day following, the 15th, 
they would propoſe articles of capitulation 
to hin. This would have been little better 
than telling the Engliſh, that the French 
found themſelves unable to defend the place, 
if it ſhould be attacked the next night. This 
act of the council, and the inſolent expreſſions 
| | | 15 
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in which it was drawn up, would never be 
believed, if the original itſelf, hgned by this 
council, was not to the fore. The heads of 
all the ſeveral civil communities took- oftence 
at it, and acquainted the council with their 
indignation, in writing. Let this is the very 
council, who have agreed in all their de- 
poſitions to complain of Count Lally's ty- 
rannizing over them, and that they paid a 
blind obedience to all his dictates. 


It may now be aſked, why Monſieur de 
Leyrit and the council of Pondichery, inſtead 
of drawing up the articles which Count 
Lally required of them, cauſed this inde- 
cent ſummons to be ſerved on him, as if they 
wanted to prove, by an authentic act, a refuſal, 
on his part, to capitulate for all the inhabi- 
tants? But the dates of the letters prove; 
nothing more is requiſite than to verify 
them, to make it evidently appear; that theſe 
pieces of Monſieur de Leyrit and the coun- 
cil are but anſwers to the orders given them 
by Count Lally to think ſeriouſly about bet- 
tering the condition of thoſe very inhabitants. 
It is only in hell ſo many abominations could 
be forged; and it is only in the Indies hell 
could find workmen to employ them. 


Count Lally, at length, tired out with all the 
ſiniſter proceedings, on receiving this ſingular 
r ſummons 
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ſammons of the council of Pondichery, deter- 
mines to call, without any more loſs of time, 

a council of war, compoſed of all the prin- 
_ Cipal officers of the garriſon, and of all the 
heads of the ſeveral civil communities. He 
acquaints Monſieur de Leyrit with this re- 
ſolution by Father Lavaur. Monſieur de 
Leyrit, upon this, inſtead of coming to Count 
Lally, as it was his duty to do, aſſembles, on 
his fide, the council of Pondichery. 


The council of war draw up the arti- 
cles of capitulation to be aſked of the enemy 
for the troops, and for the inhabitants, in ge- 
neral, as deemed ſoldiers inthe Indies. They 
therein. ſtipulate for the religious houſes and 
the hoſpitals, the exerciſe of the Catholic 
religion, &&c. and declare to the Engliſh, thar 
the place ſhall be given up to them on the 
conditions of the cartel concluded, between 
the two reſpective ſovereigns in Europe, for 
their ſubjects when priſoners of war. They 
ſtipulate, at the ſame time, by this declara- 
tion, that the council of Pondichery ſhall 
treat ſeparately with the Engliſh Commander 
for what more immediately relates to the in- 
Habitants. All the members of the council 
of war gave their advice ſeparately in writing, 
with their motives for it, ſo as to prove, that 
there was no expecting, or even propofing, 
other conditions than thoſe required of the 

en2my 
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enemy by theſe articles. They, . likewiſe 
put their names. to the back of the mi- 
nute of this declaration, which the day fol- 
lowing, the 15th of January, was to be lent 
to the Engliſh Commander. 


The council of Pondichery, on their ſide, 
draw up - articles of capitulation for the in- 
habitants. Count Lally names a Counſellor 
and an under-merchant to carry theſe articles, 
in conjunction with a Lieutenant Colonel, to 
the Engliſh Commander. 


Father Lavaur is commiſſioned to com- 
municate to Count Lally, for his approba- 
tion, theſe articles of the council of Pondi- 
chery. The firſt imported, that the Eng- 
liſh ſhould allow the town a ſuſpenſion 
of arms for fifteen days; and, in that in- 
terval, permit the garriſon and the inhabi- 
tants to provide themſelves with proviſions 
in the Engliſh camp; and that, if the Count 
d' Achè did not arrive, before the expiration 
of that term, 2 the relief of the place, they 
would then conſent to capitulate. | 


This article appeared ſo extravagant to 
Count Lally, that he ſtruck it out with 
his own hand. In fact, to aſk beſiegers to 
feed you for fifteen days, is no better than 
X H 3 i 
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telling them, that you are actually ftarving ; 
to tell them, that you expect in that interval 
ſuch ſuccours, as will hinder them from tak- 
ing you, is an idea worthy of a council of 
merchants only. Yet this is the idea of a 
military man; it is that of Monſieur Dure, 
Lieutenant Colonel Commandant of artillery 
and fortification in- the Indies. He allows 
in his depoſition, and even glories, that he 
drew up for the council of Pondichery theſe 
articles of capitulation, without the know- 
ledge of Count Lally ; without the knowledge 
of his General; a thing incredible! and that, 
too, while he was ſigning the contrary in a 
council of war, to which he had been ſum- 
moned. And, in order to leave no room 
for doubting the duplicity and abſurdity of 
this fame Monſieur Dure, Count Lally 
here gives, word for word, the opinion 
of that gentleman, with his motives for it, 
all in his own hand writing, and ſigned by 
himſelf, This opinion Count Lally has ex- 
hibited in the courſe of the trial, It is as 
follows: 


My opinion is, that ĩue ſhould ſurrender our- 
ſerves priſoners of war on the terms of the car- 
tel cgucluded between his Britannic Majeſty and 
his moft Chriftian Majeſty, agreeable to the above 
declaration of Monſieur Count Lally ; our con- 
dition not permitting us to expect better terms, as 
we have but two days proviſion left. At Pondi- 
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chery the 14th of January, 1761. Si ned 
Dure, Lieutenant Colonel Commuandait | " the 


artillery. . 


Would any 1 man of common honeſty, after 
reading the above opinion of Monſieur Dure, 
and in his own hand writing, imagine, that the 
ſelf ſame Monfieur Dure could be ſo bold as 
judicially to depoſe, that a paper was put 
into his hands to fign, while he was running 
in haſte to a battery, without his knowing a 
word of what it contained, Yet he has de- 
poſed it. Count Lally tops here, and leaves 
the public to judge Monſieur Dure. 


It is this ſelf-ſame Monſieur Dure, who 
was commiſſioned to carry to the Englith 
Commander the capitulation drawn up by 
Count Lally and the council of war. It is by 
him and Monſieur Courtin, the laſt a mem- 
ber of the council of Pondichery, who were 
jointly charged to carry the capitulation 
drawn up by that body, ſo many extravagant 
ſpeeches have been put into the mouth of the 
Engliſh Commander, whom theſe two wit- 
neſſes aſſure the world they found diſpoſed to 
grant them all the conditions they could have 
aſked, had they been commiſſioned by 
Count Lally-to af alk any. 


As to the other articles, contained in this 
capitulation, drawnup by the council of Pon- 
H4 dichery, 
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dichery, Count Lally acquieſced in them. 
But the Englith did not ap. maſon the leſs 
ri liculous. Accordingly, the account given 
of them to the Englith Court by the council 
of Madras is, as follows: The deputies of the 
council of Pondichery, authoriſed by Monfieur 
de Lally, preſented Colonel Coote with ſeven ar- 
ticles, in which they aſzed every thing tat a 
Place in the beſt fate of defence could expect; 
they aſked, in a word, that the Engliſh garriſon 
ſhould but relieve the French garriſon, till the 
conciuſion of a peace. But theſe conditions were 
al. rejected by him as they deſerved. 


Count Lally, on his fide, ſends to Mon- 
fieur de Leyrit, by Father Lavaur, the mi- 
nute of the capitulation drawn up by the 
cou il of war. Monſieur de Leyrit reads 
it; and, without making the leaſt remark 
upon it, ſends it back to Count Lally. 


The day following, the 15th, Count Lally 
ſends Monſieur Dure to the Englith Com- 
mander with the capitulation of the council 
of war. At the ſame time, he ſends Mon- 
ſieur Courtin a member of the council of 
Pondichery, and Monſicur Tobin an under- 
merchant, with that of the council of Pon- 


dichery. 
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And here it is yorth obſerving, that this 
under-merchant was joined to Monſieur 
Courtin, and inveſted with the ſame powers, 
merely becauſe he was maſter of the Engliſh 
language. It is likewiſe *worta obſerving, 
that this under-merchant has depoſed, that 
he did not hear a tittle of the preten1.d 
diſcourſe, which this Monſieur Courtin has 
put into the mouth of the Engliſh Command- 
er, and of which the abſurdity alone is 
ſufficient to prove the falſehood. For how 
could this Commander have told Monfieur 
Courtin, that Count Lally offered him the 
town at diſcretion, ſeeing Count Lally de- 
manded, as conditions, the exccution of the 
cartel? How could this Commander have 
told Monſieur Courtin. I would willingly 
grant you conditions, but Monſieur de Lally 


will not accept of any?“ Monſieur Courtin 


was not admitted to the preſence of the Eng- 
liſh Commander, but in virtue of Count 
Lally's commiſſion to him to aſk conditions. 
Monſieur Dure depoſes, that he did not 
aſſiſt at the conferences between Monfieur 
Courtin and the Engliſh Commander. 
Monfieur Tobin, Monſieur Courtin's col- 
legue, depoſ-s the ſame thing. And Mon- 
ſieur Courtin depoſes, that he had ſet aſide 
Monſieur Tobin as interpreter between him 
and the Engliſh Commander, and made uſe, 
in his ſtead, of the ſecretary of the Governor 

of 
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of Madras. But this behaviour of Monfieur 
Courtin muſt be allowed very criminal, 
How could he know, if this interpreter of his, 
an enemy, faithfully tranſlated the anſvers of 
the itngliſh Commander? I his Monſieur 
Courtin is weak enough to own himſelf 
guilty, in order to cſtabliſh an impoſture 
againit Count Laily, aud that on 85 * 
word? 


The Engliſh Commander gives his anſwer 
in writing to every article of the capitulation, 
which Count Lally demanded of him. He 
requires, that the garriſon and the inhabitants 
ſhould ſurrender themſelves, purely and fim- 
ply, priſoners of war to his Britannic Ma- 
jetty, and promiſes to treat the inhabitants 
favourably, without contracting any other 
engagement. It is to be obſerved, that this 
is the very ſame anſwer, which Admiral Wat- 
fon had given Monficur Renaut for the ſet- 
tlement of Chandernagor, and the other 
French factories in Bengal; and that it is 


the ſame, which Count Lally had given Mr, 


Winch for Fort St. David, 


As to the other articles ſtipulated by the 
council of Po dichery, the Englith Com- 
mander refuſed them all, giving the deputies 
to underſtand, that he had taken particular 
notice, in his anſwer to Count Lally, of the 

| treatment 
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treatment he was reſolved to grant the inha- 


bitants of Pondichery. 


Neither Monſieur Dure, deputed from the 
council of war, nor the gentlemen deputed 
from the council of Pondichery, nor Count 
Lally, nor the council of Pondichery, nor a 
fingle inhabitant of Pondichery, expected 
better treatment; and an unqueſtionable 
proof of it is, that theſe deputies ſtaid quietly 
in the Engliſh camp, though but a ſmall half 


league from the place, from four o'clock in 


the afternoon till two o'clock the next 
morning; and that they ſupped there with- 
out giving Count Lally the leaſt natice of 
what kept them, - Every corporal knows, 
that 
another, though no better than a drum or a 
trumpet, is admitted the moment he pre- 
ſents himſelf, and immeclately ſent back with 
his anſwer, 


Father Lavaur, who farniſhed the canvas 
for the impeachment wich Count Lally's 
accuſers were to bring againſt him, knew 
nothing of this rule of war. Monſieur 
Courtin was equally ignorant of it. And 
Monſieur Dure, if he knew any thing of it, 
is not, as we have ſeen, very delicate in matter 
of perjury, Count Lally is poſlefſet of three 
perjuries of this gentleman's, all in his own 

hand 


a perſon deputed from one enemy to 
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hand writing; and all contradicting the de- 
poſition of his now in queſtion. | 


The proof of this is, that the deputy, 
Monfieur Courtin, on coming back to Pon- 
dichery, went to bed without condeſcending 
to inform Count Lally, or even Monheur 
de Leyrit, whom at h confrontation he declares 
he always conſidered as his ſupreme and only 
Commander, with the ſucceſs of his errand. 
It was, nevertheleſs, at eight that very morn- 
ing, that the Engliſh were to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of one of the gates according to the rulos 
of war. 


A capitulation is not cloſed, till the be- 
ſieged have ſubmitted to the terms, which 
the beſiegers think proper to impoſe upon 
them. Count Lally, therefore, might have 
renewed his fire, if theſe deputies had ac- 
quainted him, that the terms, which the 
Engliſh Commander was willing to grant, 
were not acceptible. They, conſequently, 
ſubmitted to them. And, if the Englith had 
inſiſted on the place's ſurrendering to them 
at diſcretion, or even upon more ſhameful 
terms, there would have been a neceſſity 
for ſubmitting, as there was no keeping 
them out. Monſieur de Leyrit and the 


council declare in their ſummons, that the 


garriſon was no anger in a condition to 
defend 


— 
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defend the place, though the fortifications 
of it had been compleat, againſt a ſimple ef-- 
calade. The ſame Monſieur Courtin has de- 
poſed, that, were it not for fear of his head, as 
he knew the place had but a few minutes 
ſubſiſtence left, (theſe are his words) he 
would have inſiſted on more advantageous 
terms. He agrees, therefore, that it is by 
the condition of a place, the right of. the be- 
ſieged to inſiſt upon terms, or refuſe thoſe 
offered by the befiegers, is to be determined. 


Meſſieurs Dure and Courtin depoſe, that 
they did not ſo much as know, one the ſub- 
Je of the other's errand. They, neverthelefs, 
ſet out together from Pondichery for the 
Engliſh camp. It was Monſieur Dure, who, 
the evening before, drew up the articles, of 
which Monficur Courtin was the bearer. 
That is, therefore, as much as to ſay, that 
theſe two deputies, who ſet out from Pondi- 
chery together, remained ten hours together 
in the Engliſh Commander's anti-chamber, 
without either of them aſking the other, 
* What brought you here?“ In things of 
leſs moment, ſuch witneſſes would be ſent to 
a mad-houſe. Monſieur Dure goes ſtill fur- 
ther. He ſays, that he did not ſo much as 
| Know the ſubject of his own errand; that 
he received a letter to carry; that he waited 

1 nine 
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nine hours for an anſwer; and that he 
knows no more of the matter. Yet he gave 
under his hand, that, at nine in the morning, 
a gate ſhould be given up to the Engliſn. 
Such are the two witneſſes confronted with 
Count Lally on the capitulationof Pondichery, 
witneſſes, who contradict each other upon all 
the circumftances relative to that capitulation; 
witneſſes, one of whom was by Count Lally 
convicted of and reprimanded for fraud, the 
other embezzlement ; and both convicted of 
giving falſe teſtimony. a 


ade des do tee beta Ee Co 
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The fact is. Had Count Lally delayed but 
fix hours longer to give up the place to the 
enemy, the French troops and inhabitants 
would have found themſelves under a neceſ- 
fity of quitting it, to give themſelves up 
to him at diſcretion. TOR 

The fact is, that, the council of Pondichery 
having refuſed to concur with Count Lally in 
this capitulation, Count Lally was obliged to 
wait this lait extremity, fearing leſt the Count 
d'Ache*s ſquadron ſhould appear on the coaſt. 
the next quarter of an hour after he had 
capitulated without their concurrence. It is 

then the council of Pondichery would have 
ſupported their impoſtures, by the appear- 
ance of an underſtanding between Count 

Lally and the Englith ; that they would have 

accuſed 


Le 
5. 8 
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accuſed him of being in a hurry to put the 
Engliſh in poſſeſſion of the place. They 
would have then de oſed, that the magazines 
were ftill full; that the garriſon was in a 
condition to attack the Engliſh, and would 
have beat them; they would ſuppoſe the ar- 
rival of ſome deſerter or peaſant, by whom 
Count Lally might have been informed, that 


the French ſquadron had 1 on the 36 


FF 


d 
5. 
. 


coaſt. 


T here was, therefore, a neceſlity for Count 
Lally* s proving, by ſome authentic act of the 
council of Pondichery, before he gave up 
that place, the actual condition of it, as well 
as of its garriſon. The council of Pondi- 
chery's concurring with Count Lally in the 
capitulation would have prevented their ad- 
vancing, and thereby rendered uſeleſs, all the 
abominations they were then forging againſt 
him; and this is the reaſon why they re- 
fuſed to concur with him. It was impoſſible 
not to make a bad capitulation. They, there- 
fore, wanted, that Count Lally alone ſhould 
make it, in order to be able to lay the blame of 
it entirely at his door. Count Lally's letters to 
Meſſieurs de Leyrit and Landivitau prove, 
that he ſaw into hs en of their er ren | 


The truth, in a EY is, a Pondichery 
obtained the fame conditions, and the ſame 
treatment, 


* 
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treatment, with all the places taken by Count 
Lally from the Engliſh, and by the Eng- 
liſh from Count Lally, during the whole 
courſe of the war, in conſequence of the 
inſtructions ſent by the Englith and French 
Companies to their reſpective factories in the 
| Indies: 2 — | 


c 


But Count Lall V might haye ſpared him- 


ſelf the trouble of anſwering all the abſurdi- 
ties advanced by the two foregoing depu- 


ties, and exaggerated by the other, witnefles, 
whom theſe deputies have taken care to, lec- 
ture on the pretended poſſibility of obtain- 
ing more advantageous terms for. the in- 
habitants of Pondichery ; and confine himſelf 
to the following fact. N 


* 


The Governor of Madras, who bad re- 
paired to the Engliſh army in order to direct 
the capitulation to be granted Pondichery, 
had in his pocket the duplicate of the in- 
ſtructions given to the Counts Lally and 
d'Aché. This duplicate was that very du- 
plicate, which Monſieur de Leyrit had re- 
ceived from court, and which he had com- 
municated to his Fellow Governor of Ma- 
dras. Count Lally knows, that Monſieur 
de Leyrit and Father Lavaur have given 
out, that theſe inſtructions were taken 1 in a 
boat, which Monficur de Leyrit had, four-- 

teen 
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teen days before the ſurrender of Pondichery, 
diſpatched privately with ſome other effects 
to Tranquebar. But what reaſon could 
Monficur de Leyrit have for not keeping 
by him theſe inſtructions? What reafon 
could he have for expoſing them in a boat to 
the Engliſh ſquadron then in the road, while 
the communication was open by land; and 
while more than 200 priſoners, beſides members 
of the council, officers, ſervants of the Com- 
pany, Friars, and others, with paſſes from 
the Engliſh Commander, were quitting Pon- 
dichery to go to Madras, Tranquebar be- 
longing to the Danes, and Pullicat and Nega- 
patnam belonging to the Dutch. Nay, two 
months before, this ſelf-ſame Monfieur de 
Ley rit ſent thirty cheſts to Tranquebar, 
in 2 veſſel for which Mr. Law had obtained 
a paſs from the Engliſh Admiral, 


Be it treaſon, be it indiſcretion in Mon- 
ſicur de Leyrit, the fact is, that the Governor 
of Madras had the very duplicate of Count 
Lally and the Count d'Ache's inſtructions, 
which the court had ſent to Monſieur de 
= Leyrit, 


The fact is, that the Governor of Madras 
cites theſe inſtructions in his manifeſto, to 
juſtify the rigour with which he treated Pon- 

* dichery, 
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dichery, when the Engliſh Commanders had 
E r. . 


The act I 7 theſe WY BY Fes which 
the Engliſh cauſed to be printed and publiſhed, 
forbid Count Lally and the Count d'Ache'to 
grant any conditions to the Engliſn ſettlements 


they might conquer; and injoined them to 
tranſport all the inhabitants, both civil and 


| military, without diſtinction, to the Iſland of 


Bourbon. Accordingly, theſe very Engliſh 
have made a merit, in the eyes of all Europe, 
of having treated, when they took Pondichery, 


the French better, than the French had or- 


ders to treat Re; had they taken Madras. 


Count Lally nd now appeals to the iopartial 
eig, if he could expect better conditions 
from the Engliſh, than thoſe which the Engliſh 


could prove he would have granted to them? 


He calls upon the moſt prejudiced to declare, 
what they can alledge againſt a fact of this 
nature, and ſo clearly proved. me 

- Monficur de. Leyrit, A is Foy to 
blame, for the Engliſh Commander“ having 
refuſed Count Lally the terms he required, 
though. this Commander had not been, Toth 
riſed to refufe them by the condition, in 
which the place was when put into his hands. 


Monficur de Leyrit, therefore, is alone re- 
ſponfible 


1 
| 
| 


PR 


| 
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ſponſible ſor che demolition of the howſes at 
Pondichery, as well the one hundred and 


four European houſes, as thoſe belonging to 
the Blacks; of which this factory donſiſted. 


| Butwhat puniſhment can be bad enough for 

a witneſs, Monſieur Courtin is the man, who 
dares to depoſe, that the Engliſh commander 
ſhewed him the detlaration of Count Lally 
and the council of war, by which they of- 
fered to ſurretidet themſelves at diſcretion; 
whereas Monſieur Durs, his collegue, de- 


poſes, that the Erigliſh Commander faid, 


+ 1 conſent to receive the troops and 
the inhabitants priſoners of his Britannie 
Majeſty, but it muſt be at diſcretion.” 


Count Lally, therefore, did not offer to ſur- 


render at diſcretion: Nevertheleſs, theſe two 


witneſſes had'ſeen, and one of them had even 


ſigned, the declaration of the council of war. 
What is more ftill, the Engliſh Commander's 
anſwet had been interpreted to them. Mon- 
fieur Dure would have done very ill to take 
charge of it, without knowing what it con- 


tained; and for the fame reaſon, that Monfieur 


Dure was to get interpreted by Monſieur Tos 
bin the declaration written in French, as the 


Engliſh Commander did not underſtand the 
French, be ſhould have got interpreted the an- 


ſwer in Engliſhof this Commander, as he (Mon- 
eur Dure) did not underſtand the Engliſh. A 
I 2 man 
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man ſhould have a pardon in his pocket to 
advance ſuch abſurdities and contradictions. 


Ina word, it was not Count Lally, it was a 
council of war, that ſettled and ſigned the 
form, in which Pondichery ſhould be ſur- 
rendered to the Englith, and the terms to be 
aſked of them, The laws have not W 


any ſet forms for a * 


| A capitulation, is generally; a paper written 
| by the befieged, in which they defire to be 
[! allowed ſuch and ſuch terms on delivering 
the place to the befiegers; and another paper 
il written by the befiegers, in which they allow 
or refuſe the beſieged ſuch and ſuch terms. 
Count Lally produces theſe reſpective. wri- 
| tings. Aſter all, a capitulation would ftill be 
il a capitulation, though there ſhould. be no 
| writing on either fide, but merely words of 
honour. | 


P 


= Count Lally aſked for Pondichery all the 
Conditions that any man could poſſibly ex- 
pect, as well by Monfieur Dure, as by au- 
thoriſing Monficur Courtin to propoſe thoſe 
extravagant terms, with which the council had 
| charged him, though he (Count Lally) knew 
full well, that Monſieur Courtin would never 
0 3 7 obtain them. And, indeed, how could it be 
j expected, that the Engliſh Commander ſhould 


grant Monſicur Courtin ſuch extravagant 
terms, 


| 
1 
C 
\ 
\ 
; 


the laws and cuſtoms of war, 
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terms, when he refuſed to grant much more 
moderate and reaſonable ones to Monficur 
Dure. It cannot, ſurely, be expected, that 
a man, who refuſes to grant a little, 5 2055 
yet be wenn to grant A a deal. 


The opinion of a congeil of war has ever 
been deemed ſufficient to juſtify a General 
in all critical operations. The Princes of the 
blood, the Father of the King himſelf, have 
ſubmitted to councils of war. It is impoſſible 
to attack the capitulation, the declaration, the 
letter; in a word, the writing, by which Count 
Lally ſurrendered Pondichery to the Engliſh, 


without attacking all thoſe who figned that 


writing. It would be running counter to all 


TP 
But it is impoſſible to attack: either Count 
Lally or the council of war, on the capi- 
tulation of Pondichery. They had taken 
the only method to prevent, as much as in 
them lay, not only the deſtruction of the 
houſes, but even the demolition of the for- 
tifications, by putting it into the hands of his 
Britannic Majeſty inftead of the Englith Com- 
pany. His Britannic Majeſty's Commanders 
took poſſeſſion of it as ſuch; and, when they 
afterwafds ſaw themſelves obliged to give it up 
to the Engliſh Company, on that Company's 
officers refuſing to ſubſiſt their forces, they 
formally - oppoſed the demolition of it, as 
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being a royal congue/t, (theſe are their words) 
and immediately depending upon his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty. Ihe proof of this aſſertion 
is to be found in the manifeſta of the con- 
cil of Madras; and even in the verbal proceſs, 
which the council of Pondichery made on the 
ſurrender of that place, and two months after 
that event ſent to court. This council 
had not as yet forged all thoſe abominable 


lies, which they ſince agreed in Paris to 


_ depoſe againſt Count Lally, as ſoon as by 


their cabals they had contrived to put it out 
of his power ta defend himſelf, 


But what! Is it noſſible, that all the coun+- 
cils of war held by the Count d'Ache on 
board his ſquadron to juſtify his not failing 
to Madras, at Count Lally's requiſition, 
immediately after the taking of Fort St. 
David, ſhould be deemed ſufſicient for that 
purpoſe? to juſtify. his returning, aſter a 
four months ſtay on the cbaſt, to the Ma- 
dagaſcar i ſlands, botare the ſeaſon required it; 
and his abandoning Count Lally for thir- 
teen months together, in ſpite of the eſo- 
lations and proteſts of the council of Pon - 
dichery ? to quftify, his again; abandoning 
Pondichery, the year following, after a ſtay oi 
twenty - four hours only in the road of it, and 
returning to the Madagaſcar Iſlands, in ſpite 
* ned e of "m6 'Copgacel 2 
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Pondichery, and the joint and unanimous 
proteſt of all: the ſeveral civil and religious. 
communities of the ſettlement, purpoſely 
aſſembled to oppoſe his taking that Rep ? to 
juſtify, in a word, his not coming to the relief 
of Pondichery durnig the whole: courſe of the 
ſixteen months immediately preceding the ſur · 
render of it, though he knew itto be at the laſf 
gaſp; and even his not ſending four: or five 
veſſels of his ſquadron,” which would have 
been ſufficient to fave it; and, that too, con- 
trary to the opinion of the council of Maur 
ritius, and even ſome of his own officers? ; 


And can it be at the ſame time poſſible, 
that all the councils of war, all the reſolutions: 
of the council of Pondichery, at which 
Count Lally aſſiſted, and by Which the re- 
gulated his principal operations, ſhould not. 
only be deemed null and of na eſſect to: 
wards his juſtification, becauſe he aſſiſted iat 
them, and gave his opinion like all the other 
members; but that he ſnould even be made 
reſponſible for the events, A rn __ 
Rug in anna rams 0 T 
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IS at poſſible, 1 ag binn waves, S On 
ther dircumſtances peculiar to a ſea war, 
ſhould be deemed: ſufficient: for the | acquit» 
tal of the Count d'Ache,- in regard to the 
three battles, in which he happened to be 
worſted; and that it ſhould be made a crime 
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in Count Lally, that out of ten battles he 
loft ane, in which he had but 1250 men to 


fight 2600; that with 1500 men he could 


not drive from the neighbourhood of Pon- 
dichery - 15,000, iupported by fourteen veſ- 


ſels of the line anchored in the road of the 
ſelf-ſame Pondichery; and oblige theſe forces 


to raiſe the blockade of it ? 


It would be odious to admit fuch a con- 
traſt; it is, even, impoſſible to conceive it. 
It ſhocks reaſon, wounds juſtice, and is re- 
P«:gnant to humanity, 


Though Count Lally has not been heard 
as to his military conduct ; though he has 
not been permitted to challenge, at the ſame 
time, his accuſers and witneſſes upon this 
head, as being foreign to the tenor of his 
Majeſty's commiſſion, and a ſubje&t upon 
which the Parliament did not propoſe to ſit; 


he is not the leſs ready to give an account. 


of it, when he has gone through his trial 
for extortion and treaſon, (crimes, which his 
accuſers have endeavoured to fix upon him 
without one of them daring to point out 
any particular inſtance of his guilt) if the 
King is of opinion, that his military conduct 
ought to be enquired into. by military men; 
whether his ſuperiors + or equals, properly 
qualified to form a judgment of it. 

: | The 
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The Count d' Achè, it is true, declared at 
his interrogatory, that he did not think himſelf 
obliged to anſwer upon that head; and his 
anſwering upon it was, accordingly, diſpenſed 
with. Count Lally, out of his regard to juſtice, 
contented himſelf with ſaying, that he was not 
afraid of being able to juſtify his military 
conduct, when he ſhould be ſupplied with 
the means of doing it allowed by the laws, 
but which he has not as yet been able ” 
obtain, = 


The operations of a General are far more 
complex than thoſe of an Admiral; and, con- 
ſequently, require a much longer diſcuſſion. | 

An Admiral, wherever he goes, carries his 
magazines along with him. He is not liable 
to delays for want of ſubſiſtence. He does nat 
ſtand in need of money. Wherever he is, there 
is his artillery, and that, too, ready mounted, 
without the expence or trouble of buying 
and feeding cattle to draw it. He has no de- 
files, no hollow ways, no mountains, no 
woods, no rivers, to paſs ; no poſts to attack 
or defend; no fatigues to bear in marching 
and counter-marching ; no earth to dig and 
remove. He has his enemy conſtantly in 
fight, and can diſtinguiſh all his operations. 

He is not afraid of his men deſerting him. 
When to the windward of an enemy, he 
8 fights 
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Gghts him when, and as much only, as he 


pleaſes. When to the leeward, he may, if 
he fails as well, avoid him without danger 
or diſgrace. In à word, the ſucceſs of 2 
ſea fight depends entirely on the ſkill and 
courage of the Commander, who has all 
the parts of his machine within his reach 
and under his eye, and can dire them 
by u fingle ſignal, without any obſtacle 


From the ſtage on which he acts, eſpecially 


in the Indian ſeas, which are always calm, 
and where the winds, for ſix months to- 
gether, blow regularly from dhe on. 
. 8585 


A General bas none of- theſe advantages, 
He has conftantly all the oppoſite inconve- 
niences to contend with. Hence it may be 
gathered, that an enquiry into the military 
conduct of a General requires a diſcuſſion, 
of which military.men alone can be ſup- 
poſed capable, Such men, were they to en- 
quire into Count Lally's conduct, would 
be aſtoniſhed at his operations in the In- 
dies, conſidering the means with which he 
was provided for carrying them on. He 
was ſubordinate, in all his enterpriſes, to the 
motions of a ſquadron, which, every time itap- 


peared on the coaſt, was unfortunate enough to 
fly before that of the Englith; thereby leaving 


them maſters of the Indian ſeas for three years = 
together, 
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together, He was totally abandoned by this 
fame ſquadron during the ſixteen months 
immediately preceding the loſs of Pondi - 
chery. He was ſubordinate to a Governor 
charged with procuring. him the neceſſary 
funds, and who ſuffered- him, notwithſtand+ 
ing, to want them ſix weeks after his landing 
at Pondichery. He found himſelf at the 
| head of an army every moment threatening 
to revolt for want of pay, and often for want 
of ſubſiſtence; an army, which twice gh 
ſerted its colours to go over to the enemy; an 
army, which had al- ays fea and land 2 
to ſtruggle with, an army in its front, and a fleet 
of fourteen ſhips in its rear z and that without 
receiving the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance from Europe; 
at the head, in ſhort, of a council of mer- 
chants, who, enraged at ſeeing a Commiſlary 
from his Majeſty, eſpecially a military man, 
come from Europe to enquire into their con- 
duct, combined to make all his enter priſes 
miſcarry, and gave out, before he £110 
that they would make the gentlemen of Paris 
(meaning the Directors) ſick of ſending to 
them any. more rulers immediately inveſted 
with the royal authority; a council compoſed 
of men, who have been conſtantly in league 
again all ſuch rulers; a council compoſed 
of thoſe very men, who made an attempt on 
the life of Monſieur de la Bourdonnois ; who 
gbliged Monſicur de Godeheu to fly Pondi- 
chery 
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chery in about ſeven months after his arrival; 
though his inſtructions were to reſide there 
three years; and who, during his ftay there, 


124 


laid him under the neceſſity. of taking uncom- 


mon precautions for the ſafety of his perſon ; 
who drove from Pondichery Monſieur Clouet, 
appointed Commiſſary to enquire into their 
adminiſtration ; who made an attempt on the 
life of Count Lally, and cloſed the ſcene by 
actually murdering the Intendant of his army, 
He was at the head of thoſe men, whoſe maſ- 
ters, on Count Lally's departure from Kurope, 
gave him, in writing, an account of their em- 
Bezzlements, and never ceaſed threatening 
them during his ſtay in the Indies, and injoin- 
ing the Count to chaſtiſe them, 


All theſe facts are ſupported. by proofs in 1 
writing, and theſe proofs are in the praper 
offices, 


Count Lally finiſhes this ſhort review 
by an obſervation, which he cannot too 
often repeat, He was put under arreſt in 
conſequence of a cry of cxtortion raiſed 
againſt him by a cabal of men, whom he 
had himſelf accuſed, and offered tp con- 
vict, of that very crime. Theſe men have 
not been able to furniſh the ſhadow of a 


proof againſt hin upon that head. When 
he had been confined fifteen months, they 


took 
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took it into their heads to give out, that 


they ſuſpected him of having had an uns 
derſtanding with the enemy. This groſs 


artifice having failed of ſucceſs for want 
of proofs, they now confine themſelves to 
an impeachment of his military conduct, of 
which, though they had been witneſſes to it, 
they are not qualified to judge, But they 
will ſoon be confounded, ſince there is not 
2 ſingle imputation of theirs, of which Count 
Lally has not ſufficiently cleared himſelf, 
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COUNT LALLY. 


AN ENQUIRY INTO THE REAL 
CAUSES OF THE LOSS or 
THE INDIES. | 


INCE. the loſs of 3 the pub- 
lic has thought of nothing elſe. It is ON 
the chief ſubject of every converſation. . 
tone has 10 left Ade to make ou 
Lally the author of that misfortune. - 
time the deluſion ſhould ceaſe. oat 
Lally did not ſet out for the Indies without 
the ſtricteſt orders to enquire into the abuſes 
committed there, and puniſh them. The 
perſons guilty of theſe abuſes were even 


pointed out to him. At his arrival, he 
| found 
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found every thing i in the moſt ſhocking diſ- 
order, He had to puniſh embezzlements, 
difobedience, theft, baſeh&ſs, comardice, 
mutiny. He had to bring back to cheir 
duty ſome officers, who neglected it. 
Hence the league formed againſt him by a 
number of inen conſcious that they were 
ruined themſelves, if they did not ruin 
Count Lally, Hence that inveteracy, with 
\ which they have kept up the notion con- 
ceived by the public, that he was, alone, 
the ey of the loſs of the Indies. pj 


On his return to Europe, Count Lally of- 
fered the Miniftty and the Company to prove 
the mal- practices, which he had been obliged 
to enquire into ; and even bring back into the 
coffers of the Company ſeveral millions, 
which would have reſtored their cominerce 
from the very firſt year of the peace. 1 


Is it ſurpriſing, that che perſons guilty 
of ſo many enormities ſhould endeavour 
to ſtifle Count Lally's voice? It is, indeed, 
very odd, ſo odd bs to do their ,Under- - 
ſtanding little honour, that they ſhould think 
of charging him with thoſe wary crimes and 
diſorders, Which they themſelves committed, 
2s appears by the accounts laid by him before 


the Miniftry and the e ? CH So 
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In a ſcandalous memorial, preſented to the 
Miniſtry, theſe men have been very liberal in 
their promiſes to furniſh proofs againſt Count 
Lally but, after four years ſpent in looking for 
them; they have not as yet been able to produce 
any. On the contrary, the proofs of Count 
Lally againſt them are to be found in pieces 
vxitten and ſigned by themſelves. Vet, what 
can ſcarce be believed, the Directors of the 
Company have rejected theſe pieces, without 

ſo much as vouchafing to caſt an eye on 
them. Nay, they have ſollicited the Miniſtry 
to acquaint Count Lally, even in the King's 
name, that they would not receive any of the 


eclairciſſements, with which he offered to top 
Py them. Ni 8 HS 


| Fav 7 40 \ 

- Theſe gentlemen have, moreover, declas 
red to the Miniftry, that they were fatisfied- 
with the conduct of their Council and 
other ſervants in the Indies, though -Count 
Lally. has by him more than twenty pieces 
ſigned by theſe very Directors, expreſſing 
their diſſatisfaction with theſe very ſervants, 
aig ſing him to ſee them aan 


4 he . of this countit. arrive in 
Europe without either their books or their re- 
giſters. Nay, they are not ſo much as called 
upon for them. "They. all faſten, as cre- 
ditors, upon the Company, each certifying 
for the juſtice of the other's demand. The 

Di- 
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Directors admit. theſe demands. They ap- 
prove the accounts of Monſieur de Leyrit | 
and Deſvaux, the Company's ſtewards in the 
Indies, who had driven away a Commiſſary, 
ſent there by the Company purpoſely to exa- ij 
mine thefe accounts, againſt which balf the | 
council of Pondichery had ſolemnly proteſted. | 
It is only the right of the officers to their pay, | 
the price of their blood, which the Directors ' 
call into queſtion. But Count Lally, on his , 
leaving the Indies, made the council's clerk. 
give him an abſtract of their regiſters, Why 
did not the gentlemen of the Council bring 
ſuch an abſtract with them to Europe? Have 
they been employed theſe four years paſt in 
forging new regiſters? They run no riſk in if 
\- doing it. Their regiſters will never be com- 1 
| pared with the abſtract Count Lally thought ; 
proper to provide himſelf with. It is not, but I 
that many of the members of the old direction, 'l 
in particular the Marquis de Montmorency, } 
Meſſieurs Cauſabon, Michel, Rothe, &c, 
have exclaimed againſt theſe ſhameful, pro- 
ceedings, ſo detrimental to the true in- 
tereſts of the Company. Nay, Monſieur 
Rothe, eftabliſhed in quality of Com- 
mandant at Port Orient, can bear witneſs, 
that Father Lax aur, at his landing, had not as 
yet dared to conceive. againſt Count Lally 
that ſupplement of horrid crimes, which he 
afterwards thought proper to inſert in his libel 
| K at 
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at Paris, on finding himſelf „ che 
elamours of the public. 


- The Miniſtry themſelves, when they 
cauſed Count Lally to be put under arreſt, 
charged him with nothing but extortion. 
The commiſſion iſſued by the King fiſteen 
months after made no diſtinction between 
him and the other India men, in the enquiry 
his Majeſty ordered his Parliament to make 
into the extortions committed in the Indies. 
Count Lally was not ſo much as named in it. 


He cannot believe, it is impoſſible any one 
thould, that a libel found amongſt the papers 
of Father Lavaur, after the death of that Fa- 
ther, ſhould not only produce an amneſty in 
fayour of all the India men, except Count 
Lally; but make all the faults and all the 
crimes, that might have been committed 
there, fall upon him. The Miniſtry knew 
of this libel, when the firſt commiſſion 
was iſſued. The Miniſtry have had in their 
hands, theſe two years paſt, the charges 
brought againſt Count Lally by his ene- 
mies. In all that time, they heard of no- 
thing but extortion. The fuſpicion of high 
treaſon was an afterclap, by way of ſupplement 
to their former calumnies. This fuſpicion 
was mentioned in the ſecond commiſſion. 


1 was alledged W er Count ally * 2 
motive 


A 
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motive ſor na eee 
council. | 


The calumnies, with which Count Lal!y's 
enemies have charged him in a multiplicity 
of libels, all tend to perſuade the public, 
that he was the author, not only of the loſs 
of Pondichery, but of the whole Indies. 
They tend to perſuade the public, that the 
loſs of Pondichery has occaſioned the decay 
of the Company's commerce, and the pre- 
ſent critical ſituation of the Company itſelf. 
Here are two groſs impoſtures, which Count 
Lally thinks it incumbent on him to lay open. 


Bengal was the moſt 'precious, indeed the 
only Jucrative, ſettlement the Company had 
in the Indies. This ſettlement had been loft 
u year before Count Lally's arrival. The 
loſs of it could not but be followed by that 
of Pondichery, which, exhauſted by a twenty 
years war, drew from Bengal the greateſt 
part of its ſubſiſtence. The Governor and the 
Council of Pondichery might have prevented 
the loſs of Bengal, the forces the French Com- 
pany then had in the Indies being twice 
ſtronger than thoſe of the Engliſh Company. 
The Council of Pondichery are not ſo much 
as queſtioned about this neglect, though all the 
memorials of the miniſtry and the Directors, as 
well as all their letters to Count Lally, ſpeak 

K 2 of 
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of nothing but the greatneſs, of this loſs, and 
the inpoſſibility of ſupporting the commerce 
of the Company i in the Indies without Bengal 


be Company waged no profit from its 
rad on the Coromandel coaft, through the 
miſmanagement of the Council of Pondichery. 
This appears plainly by all the memorials of 
the Company. The lands poſſeſſed by the 
factories of Pondichery and Maſuli- patnam 
upon that coaſt were not ſufficient to defray 
the expences of theſe factories ;. and yet it 
was a common thing with the Company's 
Kewards there to make immenſe fortunes. 


The revenues of the four provinces made 
over to Monſieur de Buſſy, by way of ſecurity 
for the maintenance of 800 men about Sala- 
betzingue's perſon, were not ſufficient for that 
purpoſe. Monſieur de Buſſy makes a demand 
an the Compqiy of two millions, advanced 
by him for the maintenance of that body, to 
whom there was, notwithſtanding, due two 
millions more, when Monſieur de Buſſy threw 
up the command of it; not to ſpeak of what 
he made himſelf by it; for which, however, 
he was not a whit the tenderer of the Company 
in calling upon them for what he ſays he diſ- 
burſed om their account. The advancing 
to a Company, by one of their ſervants, two 
millions of livres, without taking any ſecu- 


rity ; and two millions more to private perſons 
| re- 
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removing to places ſix thouſand leagues from 
the place this ſervant is going to reſide at, 
are, ſurely, phoenomena, which ſuppoſe, that 
things of this magnitude, when thus left to mere 
chance, are not concerns of tue firſt rank in the 
fortune of ſuch ſervant. This digreſſion was 
neceſſa y to expoſe the groſsneſs of the impoſ- 
tures advanced againſt Count Lally by his ene- 
mics, who, true to their ſyſtem of recrimina- 


tion, co tinue to give out, that he is offering 


ſunis of money to every one; and name ſome 
perſons in particular, who had received money 
from themſelves. Count Lally challenges the 
Indies and the wholeworld to prove, that he has 
ſo much as the ſhadow of any fortune, but that 
of which he has given the Miniſters an inven- 
tory. He will be the firſt to condemn him- 
ſelf for every crime laid to his charge, that 
they can prove againſt him. Let his enemies 
but ſubſcribe to the ſame conditions, and 
the Company will have Don repaired un ite 
1 e 


The loſs Ut pondichery, which: i it is fs 
intcreſt o: the gentlemen of the old direction, 
and the Company's ftewards, to make the 
proprietors co ſider as one and the ſame thing 
with the iofs of their commerce in the Indies, 


has cintribu'ed nothing towards the 1 


een of the ee 
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per cent, : 


The Company owed fifteen millions af 
livres in the Indies, according to the ſtate 
of their affairs, which Monſieur de Leyrit put 
into Count Lally's hands on his arrival 
there. Their credit there was ſo bad, that 
laterally the Dutch refuſed to lend them 
240,000 livres, though the council of Pon- 
dichery offered cent. per cent. for it. 


The Company ſent cloſe upon ſix millions 
of livres to the Indies during the whole courſe 
of a four years war. The regiſters of Pondi- 
dichery, and the depoſitions of the Com- 
pany's Treaſurers, prove, that the expences of 
the factory of Pondichery, in time of war, 
did not fall ſhort of a million of livres a 
month. 


The Council of Pondichery borrowed cloſe 
upon three millions by iſſuing bank notes, one 
half of which, called in and burned by Count 
Lally's directions, is legally due; but not ſo 
the other half. Count Lally refuſed to allow 


them. This is a criminal monopoly, which 


Monſieur de Leyrit has not been afraid to 
authoriſe in ſpite of all Count Lally could 
do to hinder it. Thoſe, who ſhould now 
preſent theſe bank notes or their value in 
bills of exchange, muſt have made in the 
obtaining of them a profit of 1000 or 1509 


The 


The Council of Pondichery received about 
a million of livres by the different taxes im- 
poſed on that ſettlement. This debt is 2 
juſt one. 5 : 


The arrears of pay due to the army may 
amount to 1. 200, ooo or 1.500,000 livres, at 
moſt. 


Thus, the four years wan on the coaſt of 
Coromandel coſt the Company as follows: 


Sent to the Indies 6. ooo, ooo livres 
Amount of bank notes unpaid 1.500,000 
Borrowed of the colony - 1.000,000 
Arrears due to the army - 1. goo, ooo 


4— ————— . — 


— — 


Totaal 10.000,000 livres. 


Hence it may be eaſily gathered, that the 
revenues of the country, the conqueſts made 
by Count Lally, and the reſources em- 
ployed by him, muſt have ſupplied what this 
ſum falls ſhort of à million a month, during 
the firſt twenty months that he kept the 
Englith at bay; and that, - theſe reſources 
once exhauſted, it was impoſſible not to yield 
to an enemy, who was daily. receiving ſuc- 
cours in men and money from Europe. 
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The Engliſh ſent twice as many men, 
twice as many veſſels, and ten times as much 
money to the Indies, as the French did. The 
taking of Chandernegor was, alone, worth 
them ſeventy-five millions of livres, with which 
they drove us out of the Indies. The loſs 
of Bengal is not ſo much as ſpoken of. Is 
it becauſe Bengal was loſt by a ſervant of the 
Company ? | 


The preſervation of Pondichery required 
a reinforcement of men and ſhips, and, of 
courſe, an extraordinary expence. Ihe Coun- 
cil of Pondichery, who now attack Count 
Lally on the ſcore of this loſs, are the ſelf- 
ſame Council, who wrote to the Directors 
before his arrival, that, let them ſend what 
men or thips they pleaſed, Count Lally could 
hope for no ſucceſs, if they did not ſend ten 
millions of livres along with him. Now it is 
notoriqus, that not only ane third of the men 
and ſhips, deſtined to act under Count Lally 
for the defence of the Indies, was kept from 
him, but that: theſe ten millions of livres, 
called for by the council of Pondichery, were 
reduced to two millions, which the Governor 
of Pondichery made away with, in the firſt 
tive and oy _— angry Come da 
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The ſaving of Pondichery would not have 
paid the fourteen millions of lini es due by 
the Company in the Indies; and. conſequently; 
would not have reſtored the Company's 
credit, Which, for ten years paſt, had beet 
totally ruined. The: Engliſh reſtored; Poms 


dichery at the concluſion. of the peace, ard 


the Company may again begin its trade 
there. This enemy has taken care to cramp 
and confine that, which the Company car- 
ried on in Bengal, becauſe it was the only 
trade in India, by which the ene war 


any gainer. 


The loſs of 8 may, 8 be 
reduced to that ſuffered by the demolition 
of the fortifications and one hundred and 
four European houſes, which made the whole 
of. this: factory. The putting of the forti- 
fications in a better condition, than ever they 
were in, cannot amount to more than two. 
millions of livres; nor the rebuilding of the 
European houſes to more than one million. 
Befides, the rebuilding of the European 
houſes is no affair of the Company's, moſt 
of theſe houſes having been built witk 
the embezzlements and thefts committed on 


the Company by the owners of them. The 


lame owners are rich enough to rebuild - 


them. 
| L3 
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As to the houſes of the Blacks, which were 
Ukewiſe razed, the ground on which they 
ſtood formed the principal value of them, 
The Engliſh made no allowance to the Blacks, 
whoſe houſes Monſieur Dupleix ordered to 
be deſtroyed at Madras, and yet they were 
rebuilt in twelve months, 


The whole of what the Engliſh found at 
Pondichery, in artillery, ammunition, or mer- 
chandize, was not worth a million of livres. 
The ſiege of Madras alone, though the 
place was not taken, coſt the Englith, by 
their own confeſſion, above ten millions of 
livres. eee 


This detail, founded on the moſt exact 
truth, is ſufficient to deſtroy the falſe idea 
inſinuated by thoſe, who appear againſt Count 
Lally in the double character of accuſers and 
witneſſes, that the loſs of Pondichery makes 
4 difference of forty millions of livres to 
the Company. Theſe witnefſes have ex- 
aggerated that loſs, in proportion to the 
abatement they ke” in valuing their own 
fortunes, and calculating the mann 
they have been guilty of. r 


A real misfortune for the Company, in 
the loſs of Pondichery, is its having convin» 
ced the Black Princes of the country, that 

the 


COUNT LALLY. 139 


the maritime ftrength of England is mc 
ſuperior to that of France. BY 


Count Lally will not, in this gn 100 
upon him to lay open the miſbehaviour of 
a Govcrnor and a Council, who could and 
ſhould have prevented the loſs of Bengal; 
and who, by their negligence to take the ne- 
ceſſary precautions ſor that purpoſe, and 
their criminal ſquandering of the Company's 
money, accelerated the loſs of Pondichery. 


He contents himſelf with proving, that, 
with land forces equal, or even ſuperior, to 
thoſe of the enemy, it was impoſſible to ſave 
Pondichery without a ſquadron, as long as the 
enemy had one. And he flatters himſelf, 
that the public will, at length, open their 
eyes to the real cauſes of this loſs, which, 
by way of recrimination, the Council of 
Pondichery are now endeavouring to lay at 
his door, after having, previous to it, and 
in conjunction with all the European in- 
habitants, and by a ſolemn act, fignified to the 
Count d' Aché himfelf, that the loſs of Pon- 
dichery was entirely owing to the deſertion 
of it by his ſquadron, and that, too, fixteen 
months before the place fell into the hands 
of the Engliſh, 7 | 


The 


the command of Count Lally, but diſperſed 


ſhips of the line, 


the league formed againſt Count Lally hav 
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The whole queſtion, therefore, may be re. 
Juiced to this; whether with 3400 Europeans, 
which the Company had in the Indies under 


over a tract of more than two hundred leagues, 
Count Lally, without money to pay theſe 
Europeans, and without a fingle boat, could 
defend a. coaſt of three hundred leagues, 
againſt three armies belonging to the Engliſh; 
one from Bengal, which had made a deſcent 
in one of the proyinces, where Monfieur de 
Buſſy commanded, and from thence marched 
againſt Maſuli-patnam ; another on the coaft 
of Coromandel, to make head againſt that 
commanded by Count Lally in perſon; and 
both*reinforced by a third army drawn from 
Bombay, and ſupported, beſides, by en 


It is an axiom in war, and every officer 
muſt know the truth of it, that with one 
army it is impoſſible for a General to make 
head againſt two, Did the Count d'Ache's 
ſquadron protect Count Lally's operations ? 
Did Admiral Pococke's protect the opera- 
tions of the Engliſh? The anſwer to theſe: 
two queſtions will be a ſufficient refutation 
of all the lies, which the poiſonous tongues of 


nes to: W e him. 
| It 


CDUNT L&ALIUY. . 
It has, aſſuredly, been clearly demon- 


ſtrated, that the Count d' Ach was defeated 


the firſt time he came to an anchor on the 
coaſt of Coromandel, and that he came to 
take ſhelter under the walls of n 


It has been ade by letters re- 
ported in the courſe of this trial, that the 
Count d' Acht did not ſecond Count Lally 
in the operations he had propoſed againſt 
Madras, after the taking of Fort St. David, 


It has been demonſtrated, that the Count 


d'Aché, on his putting to ſea three months, 


after this, was defeated a ſecond time; that 
he a ſecond time took refuge under the walls 

of Pondichery, and afterwards abandoned 
the Indian ſeas to the Engliſh, in order to re- 
treat to the Madagaſcar Iſlands. 


11 has been Janoafiaited: that he did not 


appear again, in leſs than thirteen months, 
on the coaſt of Coromandel; that on reach- 


ing it he was defeated a third time; and 
that, after a ſtay, and that too a forced one, 
of nine days only in the road of Pondi- 
chery, he deſerted that place, never to thew 
himdclf there again. 


It has been made equally evident, that for 
three years together the Engliſh ſquadron 
did 
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men, which would haye been ſufficient to 
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did not quit the coaſt; and that, during the four 
months of its wintering in the two firſt of theſe 
three years, the Commander of it never for. 
got to lcave ſome frigates on the coaſt, to in- 
tercept any ſuccours, which might be coming 
to mne 


itz is RO” Marv fiave the llightef notion 
of the ſituation of the Ind:an coaſt, without 
being convinced, that no European ſettle- 
ment upon it can poſſibly hold out without 
the aſſiſtance of a ſquadron. All the memo- 
rials of the Company, all the letters of the 
Miniſtry, all the reſolutions of the ſeveral 
Councils in the Indies, all the inſtructions 
given to the Counts Lally and d'Ache, 
conſpire to eſtablith this truth. A few re- 
flections, however, may render it ſtill more 
ſtr king. 


Monſieur de Leyrit to refute the charge, 
brought againſt him by the Council of Chan- 
dernagor, of his not having ſent them 300 


fave Bengal, alledged in his juſtification, that 
he was afraid to weaken the garriſon of Pon- 
dichery, left Admiral Watſon's ſquadron, then 
employed in Bengal itfelf, at three hundred 
leagues diſtance, ſhould, in the mean time, 
fall upon that place. 


This 
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This ſquadron conſiſted of two large ſhips 
and three frigates, The Engliſh had not 300 
men at Madras. Monſieur de Leyrit had 
1200 regular troops. He had thoſe very in- 
valids, thoſe very ſervants of the Company, 
thoſe very inhabitants, with which Count 
Lally's accuſers pretend that Count Lally 
might have afterwards defeated 4500 Engliſh. 
Monſieur de Leyrit was ſcared out of his wits 
by five Engliſh ſhips; and thoſe accuſers, of 
Count Lally pretend, that he ſhould not have 
been frightened at fourteen ſhips of the line, 
Monſieur de Leyrit wrote at the ſame time to 
the Company, - that, all the Engliſh forces 
being in Bengal, he was under no apprehen- 
fions for Pondichery. Why, therefore, did 
he refuſe zoo men to preſerve Bengal? 


The Chevalier de Soupire, a Major-Gene- 
Tal, arrived in the Indies, eight months be- 
fore Count Lally, with 1100 men, and found 
1000 at Pondichery. The fix ſhips, which 
came with him, returned to the Madagaſcar 
Iſlands, in conſequence of a reſolution of the 
Councit of Pondichery, who were under ap- 
prehenſions of the little Engliſh ſquadron in 
Bengal coming to attack them. 'Thefe fame 
apprehenfions induced Monſieur de Leyrit, 
to the great aftoniſhment of the Engliſh, to 
keep the Chevalier de Soupire from attempt- 
ing any thing againſt them for eight months 
together. This the Englith take notice of in 

the 
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Chevalier de Soupire had 2000. Theſe are 


attention is paid them: they are not ſo much 


David, inſtead of 60 Europeans, had now 
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the account of the war in the Indies, whick 
they ſent to London. In fact, Madras was 
then open on every fide, and had but 399 
men to garriſon it. Fort St. David was in a 
ruinous condition, and garriſoned by no more 
than 60. In a word, the Engliſh could not 
bring above 200 men into the field, and the 


notorious and well- proved facts, and yet no 
as thought of. 


The very day Count Lally landed at Pon- 
dichery, he marched againſt Cudaloor and 
Fort St. David, with fewer troops than the 
Chevalier de Soupire had. Beſides, Fort St. 


700, beſides 2000 ſepoys or Black ſoldiers, 
to defend it; and the fortifications of .it had 
been repatred ; ; notwithſtanding which, Count 
Lally, in ſpite of the Count d'Ache's defeat, 
continued the attack, and took it. 


Monſieur de Leyrit and part of the in- 
habitants of Pondichery began already to 
exclaim loudly againſt Count Lally's attempt 
upon Fort St. David. They treated it as raſh- 
Refs, conſideringthat the ſquadronof the Count 
d 'Ache had been obliged to bury. itſelf under 
the walls of Pondichery, and could not aſſiſt 
Count Lally in the fiege ; whereas the Engliſh 

ſquadron 
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ſquadron, eight days after the engagement, 
put to fea again. It had been alrady+de- 
cided «in the trading couneil of Pondiehery, 
that a General and King's Commiſſary ſhould 
be to blame, though he ſhould meet with 
ſucceſs. Accordingly, Monficur de Leyrit 
loſt no time in ſtopping Count Lally's pro- 
greſs, by declaring to him in leſs than a 
month after his arrival, that he had not 
here with to pay his army, or even n ſubſift it, 


The very day Count Lally ſaw himſelf rid 
of the Engliſh ſquadron, by its going to 
winter at Bombay, he took the field again 
drove the Engliſh even into Madfas ; and with 
2700 European ſoldiers undertobk the ſiege 
of that place, © defended by 1600 figitar 
troops, 450 of the Company's ſervants, in- 
habitants or invalids, and 3000 Black ſoldiers 
who, though deemed *of no account in the 
field, are equal to Europeans behind 2 
wall. It muff be allowed, that Monfieur de 
Vauban, in treating of the attack of places, 
never” calculated that proporti jon "In which 
every Man of the beſieged 1 is deemed equal 
to- 5 'of \ e the” belies gers. In this cale, the 
beicget!” were "ati double the beſiegers 3. 
and 10 Count 1 would, D pus 1 1 0 
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did he not apprehend, left theſe fix ſhips 
mould, in twelve hours, as very well they 
might, bear down upon Pondichery, then 
without a ſingle ſoldier to oppoſe an eſca- 
lade, by which 300 men ets here car- 
ried 888 | 


Nevertheleſs, the not king of Madras has 
been imputed as a crime to Count Lally: by 
the very ſame council, which never — | 
of imputing as a crime to Monſieur Dupleix 


his having miſcarried thrice, before Cudaloor, 


twice before Arcot, twice before Tritcha- 
nopoly, beſides having had two whole armies 
ſucceſſively made priſoners before it, But 
he was a ſervant of the Company's; and, 
23s Monſieur Godeheu ſays in his letter of the 
25th of November 1743 to Monſieur Du- 
pleix; I don't know how you will have treated 
the Son of one of us ? The Father is a Director; 
that is ſaying enough. 


Count Lally, when he raiſed the fiege of 
Madras, had 2200 men under arms, whom 
he left to the command of the Chevalier de 
Soupire. The - Engliſh, in conſequence of 
the reinforcement they had received, were 
nearly as ſtrong. In leſs than fix weeks after 
the raiſing of the ſiege, the vanguard of their 
{4uadron made its appearance on the coaſt. 
n this, they took the field ; marched 
againſt 
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againſt the Chevalier de Soupire, who lay 
encamped under the walls of Conjeygram on, 
the left banks of the Palearz drove him from 
his poſt ; made him abandon all the country on 
thefe banks belonging to the diſtrict of Ar» 
cot, which Count Lally had conquered the 
year before; and even croſs the river. It 
is not to be preſumed, that the Chevalier 
de Soupire, as ſtrong in Europeans as the 
enemy, would have avoided a battle, did he 
not fear, left the fix ſhips arrived at Madras, 
joined to Admiral Pococke's ſquadron, ſhould. 
cut off his return to Pondichery. ' - 


In this poſition, what could Count Lally FRY 
What thould he have done? His firſt ſtep 
was to return to the poſt, 'which the Che- 
valier de Soupire had abandoned. But it was 
now too late. The enemy had fortified it, 
The terror of their arms had even reached 
Pondichery. The inhabitants made it 2 
crime in Count Lally to undertake this 
expedition, and. leave Pondichery twenty 
leagues behind him, - expoſed to the inſults 
of the Englith ſquadron. ' Had Count Lally 
ſent a detachment to quiet the minds of the 
inhabitants of Pondichery, he would have 


iveakened-himfelf, and expoſed himſelf to the = 


danger of being defeated. by the enemy. 
Therefore, the wiſeſt thing he could do was, to 
obſerve the motions'of the Engliſh, and take 

ers „ poſt 
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poſt between them and Pondichery, in order 
to be near enough to ſave that place by a 
forced march of four and twenty hours, in 
caſe their ſquadron ſhould make any attempt 
in his rear; and thereby gain time for the 


: arrival of the Count d' Aché's ſquadron, 


Count Lally might ſpare himſelf the trouble 

of giving, in this place, a detail of the num- 
berleſs forced poſitions, to which the con- 
tinual dread he was under from a ſquadron 
at his back obliged him. He might add, 
that, at this. very. juncture, his army was 
without pay. But he has undertaken to prove, 
that, though his army had been ſuperior to 
that of the Englith, as, indeed, it was not, 
the adyantages derived by the Engliſh army 
from the aſſiſtance of the Engliſh ſquadron 
were too great to be calculated. 


The three factories belonging to the 
French Company on the coaſt of Coroman- 
del are Maſuli-patnam, Pondichery, and- 
Karical. Theſe three factories occupied one 
hundred and thirty leagues of the coaſt, in- 
terſected by the poſſeſſions of the Engliſh. 
the Danes, the Dutch, and the Princes of 
the count. Fog 


Za Let any military man judge, what diſpo- 


tition can be made with only 2200 men to 
| 1 ones defend 


COUNT LALLY. 149 


defend a conſt of one hundred and thirty 
leagues, againſt a ſquadron of fourteen thips 
of the line, even if theſe 2200 men had no army 
to make head againſt. Let him judge, how, 
with 2200 men, it is poſſible to hinder ſuch 
a ſquadron from making a deſcent at one or 
the other of the extremities of ſuch an extent; 
and, at the ſame time, defend twenty-three places 
or forts up the country; a country from which, 
it is weil known, no revenue or ſuofiftznce can 
be drawn without an armed force? No doubt, 
a few Europeans, with a great many Blacks, 
are ſufficient to defend theſe poſts; but the 
Blacks don't ferve without pay; and Mon- 
ficar ce Leyrit did not give them any. 


Should Count Lally have ſent a detachment 
to the aſſiſtance of Maſuli-patan, attacked 
by the Englith army from Bengal? In that 
caſe, the Engliſh ſquadron would have re- 
mained before Pondichery; the Englith army 
would have attacked that of Count Lally 
weakened by the detachment ſent to Maſuli- 
patnam, and the reinforcement thrown into 
Pondichery. Count Lally, therefore, would 
have no longer been able to keep the field 
in the preſence of this army. It was, there- 
fore, neceſſary, that- he ſhould employ his 
whole ſtrength in the defence of Pondichery, 
though, by ſo doing, he left the Englith 
maſters of the open country. 


L 2 But 
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But the Enylith ſquadron, then finding 
Pondichery too ſtrong for it, would have 
made for Karical our ſouthermoſt factory, 
thirty leagues from Pondichery, as it, in 
fact, afterwards did. Had there been a ne- 
ceſſity for ſending part of the garriſon of 
Pondichery, to reinforce that of Karical, 
the Engliſh ſquadron would have returned 
to Pondichery, already ſtraitened by the En- 
gliſh army; and, conſequently, have made 
it neceſſary to recall the detachment ſent to 
Karical, in order to reinforce Pondichery, 
and the army which protected it. But, in 
that caſe, the Engliſh {quadron might have 
returned to Karical in twenty-four hours. 
It is aſked, if an army can keep up with 2 
{q uadron ? and if it is not abſurd to ſuppoſe; 
| that 2 coaſt of one hundred and thirty leagues 
may be defended without a ſquadron. Accord- 
ingly, the Engliſh ſquadron, having met with 
ho oppoſition, ſeized ſucceſſively all the efta- 
bliſhments we had on that coaſt t to he right 
and left of Pondicher Y. | 


As ſoon as this ſquadron had ters the 
whole coaſt, it came to an anchor in the 
road of Pondichery, to the amount of four- 
teen ſhips of the line and three frigates, 
whoſe ' crews made very near 7 Eu- 
ropeans. The Engluh army, 4000 Eu- 
ropeans and 4000 Blacks ſtrong, appeared, at 


the ſame time, four leagues from Pondichery, 
in 
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in order to form the blockade of it. Count 
Lally had but 1350. Europeans, and 600 
Blacks to oppoſe to them. Some of the 
witneſſes againſt Count Lally have been mad 
enough to ſwear, that he mi ight have ga- 
thered together in Pondichery 3000 Europe- 
ans, as well regular troops, as invalids, Com- 
pany's ſervants, valets, and other inhabitants, 
&c. and that with this fine hoſt he might have 
engaged and beat the 4000 Engliſh, who be- 
fieged it. But, befides that this number is exag- 
gerated by one third, xhat could have hindered 
the Engliſh ſquadron from landing, in the 
mean time, men enough to maſter Pondi- 
chery, ſtri pped of all its Europeans? A body 
of zoo men would have been ſufficient for that 
purpoſe. And if theſe 4000 Engliſhmen had 
beat, as one may eaſily ſuppoſe they would, the 
ban and arriere-ban of Pondichery,what would 
become of the place itſelf in four and twenty 
hours? 


The account taken by the Engliſh of the 
Europeans made priſoners of war in Pondi- 
chery makes them amount to 2060, in- 
cluding, along with the regular troops, the 
invalids, ſailors, Company's ſervants, friars, 
valets, workmen, and other inhabitants, with 
their wives and children, It is now aſked, 
what became- of the 3000 fighting men, with 
which it has been impudently depoſed that 
Count Lally might have beat the Engliſh * 


L 4 It 
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It- is aſked, what is the world to think of 
Moriſieur de Leyrit, who, in a printed peti- 
tion preſented to the council of Madras, is not 
afraid to tell an enemy, that he allows they have 
reaſon to be offended with Gount Lally's treatment 
of the inhabitants of Fort St. David ; but that they 
muft at the fame time allow, that Count Lally has 
ſufficiently repaired that injury, by inviting the 
Engliſh to come and take poſſeſſion of Pondichery, 
with more men to defend it, than the Engliſh had 
to attack it? Such enormities would not be 
credited, were they nat upon record in a pub- 
lic act. It was, however, a friar, it was Fa- 
ther Lavaur who drew up this act. This 
Jeſuit was the moſt holy man in all the Indies, 
and Monſieur de Leyrit pafſed for the 
honeſteſt. 


Hate: therefore, Count Lally proyes from 
the muſters of the Commiſlary, that he had 
but. 700 regular troops to defend Pondichery 
againſt an army of 4500 Englith, and an 
Engliſh ſquadron of fourteen ſhips of the line, 
containing 7020 Engliſh more and jo, ooo 
Blacks. Now, if 2700 Europeans ſhould have 
taken $009 men in Madras, a place open to 
the ea, 11,500 Englith could not, certainly, 
but take 7500 men in Pondicher * blocked 
up by ſea as w ell as by land. 


Count 
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Count Lally hopes he will be allowed to 
have proved, that it is impoſſible for an army 
to keep up with a ſquadron; and that, of 
courſe, a ſquadron muſt have time to poſſeſs 
itſelf, one by one, of all the places ona coaſt, 
before an army can come to their aſſiſtance 
by land; in a word, that an army, by attempt- 
ing to watch the motions of a ſquadron with- 
in a ſtretch of thirty leagues only, would, in 
2. month's time, be ſo worn down, as not to 
be able to fire a fingle muſket, 


All CountLally has now to do, is to anſwer 
two conjectures, which his accuſers have 
ventured to throw- out againſt him, The firſt 
is, that, had he taken Madras (as, according 
to them, he might have done) Pondichery 
had neyer been attacked, 'The ſecond is, 
that, had he not loſt the battle of Vandi- 
waſh (which, according to them, he ſhould 
not have riſked) Pondichery had never been 


It has been proved, that, for want of a 
ſquadron, the moſt the taking of Madras, and 
even the gaining of the battle of Vandiwaſh, 
could do, was to retard the loſs of Pondichery 
for fix or twelve months. It is even to be re- 
marked, that, from the very day the Engliſh 
took poſſeſſion of Pondichery, they had two 
years and a half before them to reduce it by 
| famine, 
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famine, fince the account of a peace being 
concluded did not reach the Indies till the ex- 
piration of that term, 


In this ſuppoſition, how would it have been 
poſſible for Count Lally, deprived of all 
kind of communication with Europe and the 
inland country, to ſubſiſt Pondichery for theſe 
two years? How could he have paid his 
troops, who had already gone twelve months 
without pay? The Engliſh ſquadron alone 
would have been ſufficient to take Pondichery 
without the aſſiſtance of an army. A body 
of ;00 Black horſemen would have been ſuffi- 
cient to ftarve it out by ravaging its corn 
grounds; and the uſual mortality among troops 
ſent to India, joined to the defertion with 
which the want of pay would infallibly be 
attended, would in leſs than a year reduce the 
troops to nothing. 


Monſicur de Buſſy's army, which originally 
conſiſted of no more than 800 men, loſt 600 in 
the twelve months immediately preceding the 
arrival of Count Lally in the Indies. Of the 
1800 men, which, two years before, Monficur 
Godeheu had brought with him to the Indies, 
there remained but zoo fit for ſervice, 
when . Count Lally landed at Pondichery. 
Vet the coaſt of Coromandel had been in per- 
fect peace ſince the arrival of Monſieur 

Godeheu, 
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Godeheu. There is no obtaining without 
lives any ſucceſs in war. Count Lally was 
in the caſe of loſing the Indies by ſucceſſes as 
well as by defeats, the moment he ſaw himſelf 
deprived of a ſquadron, and of all manner 

of ſuccours from ae og 


Count Lally, had he taken Madras, would 
have found nothing in it. All the merchan- 
diſe in it had been deſtroyed by his bombs, 
which ſet the place on fire no leſs than nine 
times, Madras was open to the ſea, and con- 
ſequently no money would have been found 
in it. It js allowed, that all the Paleagars or 
Black Princes of the neighbourhood 
would have ſent him preſents, to the amount, 
perhaps, of one hundred thouſand crowns ; 
but, after all, it is far from being certain, that 
all theſe preſents would have reached him. 
It is allowed, that, for the time to come, they 
would have paid the Company the tribute 
they owed the poſſeſſor of Arcot ; but all 
theſe ſums put together would nor have ex- 
ceeded 800,000 livres; and it would have 
coft as much to pay the detachments neceſ- 

ſary to levy them. There was already as 
much, or more, due to the troops, and not a 
penny in the treafury to pay them. The 
expence of the army already amounted to near 
2 million of livres a month. Beſides, Madras 
could only be taken by ſtorm, fince it had an 
inner 
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inner wall, which gave the beſieged time to 


capitulate; and the ſtorming of it would have 
weakened Count Nen s army. 


But, „ ſuppoſe Count Lally to have taken 
Mudead, how would he have diſpoſed, with- 
out a ſquadron, of 2000 Engliſh priſoners, 
whom he had orders to ſend to the Iſland” of 
Bourbon ? What would he have done without 
money to ſubſiſt them? It will appear by the 
extracts from Monfeur de Leyrit's letters, 
that Mr. Pigot, Governor of Madras, having 
requeſted him to advance a monti:'s' pay to 
oo men, whom Count Lally had taken at 
Fort St. David, Monfieur de Leyrit made 
anſwer, that he could not poſſibly comply 
with his requeſt. Now, this letter js dated 
the iſt of July, two: months after Count 
Lally's arrival in the Indies. . Count Lally, 
therefore, would have found himſelf under'a 
neceſſity, for want of money and ſhips, to 
ſend back theſe priſoners, or employ half his 
army merely to keep guard upon them, 

Suppoſing Count Lally to have taken 
Madras, he would, according to his orders, 
have ſet about demolithing it. Now, in the 
firſt place, there did not remain in Pondi- 
chery above fifteen tons of powder for its 
own defence. 2dly, The appearance of an 
Englith ſquadron, fix weeks after he had 
taken 
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taken it, would have interrupted the work! 
Count Lally would not have dared to con- 
tinue it; but, rather, would have found 
himſelf under a neceſſity of preſerving the 
place to prevent its falling into the hands of 
the Engliſh ſquadron. In this laſt caſe, he 
could not leave fewer than between eight and 
nine hundred men, that is to ſay about half 
his army, to garrifon it. Of what ſervice would 
the other half have been to him? It would 
ſcarce have been ſufficient to defend Pondi- 
chery againſt the Engliſh ſquadron, 


The demolition of a place is a work of 
time; and, ſuppoſing Count Lally had the 
time, the money, and the powder, neceſſary 
for the demolition of Madras, which he really 
had not, it would have ſignified nothing, 
fince, for want of ſhips, he could not re- 
move the troops and the inhabitants; and, 
conſequently, the Engliſh ſquadron, had it 
appeared even within two months after he 
had taken the place, would have retaken 
it though demoliſhed ; and it would have ſtill 
ſubſiſted as an Engliſh factory, for want of a 
French ſquadron to a the Englith from 
3pproaching it. 


The taking of Madras, the preſervation 
or demolition of it, would not have hindered 


he Engliſh ſquadron from beating that of 
the 
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the Count d' Acht, as ſoon as it appeared on 
the coaſt, and making him fly it in four and 
n, hours, as in fact he did: 


Let i it ke be ald that; Madras once « cad 
the Engliſh ſquadron would have abandoned 
the coaſt, for want of a ſettlement to have 
recourſe to as à place of arms on any ſudden 
emergency. The whole coaſt of Coromandel 
is but one continued road, without a ſingle 
port. A ſquadron commanding the Coro- 
mandel ſea may come to an anchor, and vic- 
tual, in any part of it the Commander thinks 
proper. The Engliſh Admiral, by paying 
ready money, abounded with proviſions du- 
ring his three years ſtay on this coaſt ; where 
as we, for want of money, could get none 
even in our own poſſeſſions, though, then, ten 
times more extenſive than thoſe of the Eng- 
lich, fince we were maſters of all the coaſt 
from the ſuburbs of Madras to Karical. 
Count d'Ache could ſcarce hold out on it four 
months. If, for want of a ſquadron and mo- 
ney, we could no longer defend our own poſ- 
ſciſions, how could it be expected we thould 
preſerve our conquetts : ? ie. 


Monſicur de Buffy, maſter, in the Decan, 
of the revenues of four large provinces and 
of 2 freſh country, could not, for want of 
money, keep up his little army, and prevent 

* | de- 
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deſertion. Aſter advancing them two mil- 
lions of livres out of his own ſavings, be ſtill 
owed them two more; and, therefore, never 
ceaſed writing to Count Lally, that he was 
under perpetual apprehenſions of being aſ- 
ſaſſinated, earneſtly requeſting the Count to 
recall him, and remove (they are his own 


words) that cup from him. Monſieur de Buſſy, 


therefore, could not, for want of money and a 
ſquadron, hinder the deſcent made by the Eng- 
liſh in one of theſe four provinces. Now, if 
an inability of this kind is to be admitted 
in favour of Monſieur de Buſſy, why not 
ſtill more in favour of Count Lally, who had 
a much more numerous army to ſupport, 
and oppoſe to an army, as well as to a ſqua- 
dron, in an exhauſted country? If it ſhould be 
ſald, that, in ſpite of all theſe obſtacles, Count 
Lally,with his army which was not paid, ſhould 
have beat the Engliſh army and the Engliſh 
ſquadron, even without the aſſiſtance of the 
Count d'Ache's ſquadron, it would be a cry- 
ing injuſtice not to cenſure, at the ſame time, 
Monſieur de Buſſy, who, with an army that had 
no Engliſh by land or fea to deal with, could 
not, out of the revenues of his own poſſeſſions, 
maintain that army, though it was ſmall, and 
yet had nothing to do but march peaceably 
along the high road, in order to conquer all 
the Blacks to the right and leſt. But it is no- 
'orious, that Monficur de Buffy. did not ne- 

glect 
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glect to do fo the year before CountLally's ar- 
rival in the Indies; and it is equally notorious, 
that he did not pay, after a progreſs which 
produced twenty millions of livres, the 
arrears due to his little army ; and that his 
demand on the Company of two millions cf 
livres has not as yet been diſallowed. 


Whatever reſpect between thirty and forty 


millions of livres may inſpire for the perſon 
of the man, who poſſeſſes them, Count Lally 


has not the leſs reaſon to maintain, that it 


would have been much more advantageous for 
the ſtock-holders, that this ſum had been 
brought into the Company's coffers, or em- 
ployed, in part, to facilitate the ſucceſs of 
the Company's operations. 


It is, therefore, plain, that there is no ſuc- 
ceeding on a fea coaſt without a ſquadron. 
The council of Pondichery, as it appeared by 
the trial of Monſicur de la Bourdonnais, had 
then ſolemnly reſolved, that it was impoſſible 


ſo much as to undertake the ſiege of Madras, 


though, at that time, but an open village; 
till Mr. Peyton's ſquadron, conſiſting of one 
veſſel of the line and three frigates only, was en- 
tirely driven from off the coaſt. This Mr. Pey- 
ton was, in fact, driven from off it by Monſieur 


de la Bourdonnais, who afterwards made him- 


ſelf maſter of Madras without the loſs 6f a ſingle 
| | man; 


COUNT LALLY, 161 


men; and Mr. Peyton incurred the diſplea- 
ſure of his maſter by not ſacrificing this his 
little ſquadron to the ſafety of Madras. Theſe 
are fads atteſted in all the accounts hitherto 
publiſhed of the war in the Indies. 


If Count Lally, it is ſaid, had not attacked 
the Engliſh at Vandiwaſh, or if he had de- 
feated them there, Pondichery had not been 
taken; The afſertion is falſe and a lie, into 
the bargain. 


1ſt. It was the infernal intrigues of two 
friars, devoted to Monfieur de Buſſy, which 
made it neceſſary for Count Lally to fight 
that battle, as may be ſeen at length in his 
Factum. 


2dly. Though it would have been no caſy 
matter to beat an enemy twice as ſtrong, it 
would have been extremely mortifying to fly 
before him under the walls of Pondichery, 


where Count Lally could not poſſibly ſubſiſt 


his army. The loſs of a battle could not have 
been attended with any worſe conſequence 
and this conſideration, alone, made it neceſſary 


to riſk a battle. After all, though Count Lally _ 


had gained'the battle, and purſued the enemy 
under the walls of Madras, in leſs than a month 
he would himfelf have been obliged to fall 
back on Pondichery, This battle was fought 
M the 
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the 20th of January 1760; and Admiral Cors 
nith's ſquadron came to an anchor in the 
road of Madras the 28th of February follow- 
ing. But Count Lally had not, even then, 

where with to pay his Black troops for that 
month. He could not, therefore, have kept 
the field againſt an enemy, which had a great 
number of them, and paid them well. He 
could not venture himſelf far into the enemy's 
country, and leave Pondichery thirty leagues 
behind him, expoſed to the Engliſh ſquadron, 
which might have carried it in one night. A 
man muſt be wilfully blind not to ſee, that it 
is impoſſible for one army to make head a- 
gainſt two; that it is impoſſible for a General, 
who has but 1400 men, with an army before 
him and another behind him, one of 4ooo, 
the other of 7000 men, to be maſter of his ope- 
rations, and oppoſe every attempt made by 
two fuch armies combined againft him. 


Three months and a half before this, Count 
Lally had gained a battle at this very Vandi- 
waſh ; but the ſudden and unforeſeen depar- 
ture of the Count d Ache's ſquadron, the ve- 
ry day of his receiving the account of this 
victory, prevented Count Lally% reaping the 
lighteſt advantage from it. The Black 
Princes, ſeeing the Engliſn maſters of the 
ſea, concluded from thence, as it was very 
natural they ſhould, that the Count d'Ache 

had 


COUNT/'LALEEY:. 83 
had been defeated; They knew too well the 
importance of à fea victory to put it in the 
fame ſcale with any little advantage obtained 
by an army, the fraits of which might be every 
moment blaſted by a viftorivus ſquadron. 
And, accordingly, the Black Princes took 
part with the Engliſh againft Count Lally. 


Nay, this departure of the Count d Ach oc- 
caſioned, fiſteen days after, a general mutiny 
in Count Lally's army, which thereby faw it= 
ſelf abandoned, and deprived of all Hopes of 
ever returning to Europe. Theſe are the very 
words uſed by the mutineers in aſſigning 
their motives for mutinying. The facts are 
proved by the letters, the verbal proceſſes, 


the proteſts; ci of the whole fttlemcht of 
Pondichery. | 


Count Lally had before gained nine victo- 
ies; he had taken ten places. But how was 
it poſſible for him to preferve places on the 
coaſt, and up the country, when obliged by 2 
ſquadron belonging to the Englifth to fly to 
the aſſiſtance of the capital ſettlement. How 
can an army, whoſe very ſucceſſes are fufficient 
to exhauſt it, be maintained, at fix thouſand 
leagues from every kind of reſource, during 
and after a three years war, in which not a 

kingle man had a fingle day's reſpite, withont 
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a ſquadron to bring it recruits and other ne- 
ceſſaries, which Europe alone can furnith ? 
A man muſt be mad not to allow it impoſſi- 
ble, eſpecially after the inſtances of it fur- 
niſhed by our cther poſſeſſions in Africa and 
America, though, in a manner, contiguous to 
our own continent. 


Ships alone, therefore, can decide and 
realize the advantages and diſadvantages of 
all the military operations carried on by land 


in the Eaſt Indies, 


But where is the neceſſity for having re- 
courſe to all theſe proofs, while the opinion 
of Count d'Ache himſelf in writing is to the 
fore? When the Council of Pondichery pro- 
poſed to him to keep the ſea, he alledged as 
a reaſon for refuſing to comply, that Pondichery 
would be loſt in caſe his ſquadron met with any 
misfortune. It muſt be allowed, that, with re- 
gard to Pondichery, it was the fame thing, 
whether his ſquadron met with any misfor- 
tune, or totally abandoned that ſettlement. . 


When the Council of Pondichery oppoſed 
the departure of the French ſquadron for the 
Madagaſcar Iflands, this ſame Admiral made 
anſwer, that, as the ſafety of Pondichery depended 
entirely on his ſquadron, it was indiſpenſably 


requiſite he ſhould ſail for theſe Iſlands, to be 
the 


Poa 


COUNT LALLY. 16; 


the ſooner able to refit, and return to the 
coaſt the year 0 


Count Lally does not hereby beste to 
cenſure the Count d' Achè for not returning 
to the coaſt. It does not belong to his pro- 
feſſion to do ſo. He even thinks it beneath 
him to take any notice of the reflections, 
which this Commodore, raiſed to the degree 
of a Lieutenant General, has taken the liberty 
to make in his depoſition, and which were 
foreign both to his profeſſion and the buſi- 
neſs in hand; ſuch as ſaying, that Count Lally 
had nothing in view but the deſtruction of his 
ſquadron, by conftantly inſiſting on his fighting. 
Count Lally was always at blows with the 
Englith ; why ſhould he not infiſt that the 
Count de Ache ſhould ſhare them, if the good 
of the ſervice required it. After all, two things 
are ſufficient to exculpate Count Lally ;* one, 
its being proved, that the Count d' Ach gave 
him nao aſſiſtance; the other, the conceſſion 
made by the Count d' Achè himſelf, that the 
fate of Pondichery depended on his affiftance, 


It was Admiral Watſon, who took Chan- 
dernagor and Bengal. It was with him 
Chandernagor capitulated, though, at the 
ſame time, beſieged by an army. England 
has acknowledged herſelf indebted to Ad- 
miral Pococke for the conqueſt of Pondi: 
| M 3 chery ; 
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chery, and rewarded him as the conqueror, 
though he left the Indies before his coun- 
trymen gat poſſeſſion of that place. But he 
had obliged. the Count d'Ache to quit the 
coaſt, Colonel Coote, who commanded the 
land forces, was but a ſubordinate inſtru- 
ment in the hands of Admiral Stevens, who 
ſycceeded Admiral Pococke. And, though 
Colonel Coote conducted his operations by 


land with great courage and ſkill, Admiral 


Stevens was ſo thoroughly convinced, that 
the conqueſt of Pondichery was entirely 
owing to his ſquadron, that he wrote Count 
Lally a very ſmart letter on the occaſion, in 
conſequence f his having ſurrendered the 
place to the commander of the land forces. 
It may even be added, that Colonel Coote 
obtained no reward from his court for the 
taking of Pondichery. 


Count Lally ſuppreſſes, in this place, an 
infinite number of other circumſtances in 
ſupport of what he adyances. They would 


- furniſh matter for a Factum, but he is 3 


ſtranger to the method of making one. He 
is not ſo much as allowed the means of giving 
his council ſuch information, as would enable 
them to compoſe one, that would infallibly 
open the eyes of the public to the infamous 
and criminal cabal. which has, for four years 
paſt, been at work to rpin his character. 

Cqunt 
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Count Lally thinks it incumbent on him 
to refute the charge of embezzlement, brought 
againſt him by his enemies before the Mini- 
ſtry and the public, Theſe ſame encmies, 
called upon to give evidence againſt him, 
(the firſt inſtance of 
the foundation of the French monarchy) 
have not, however, dared to depoſe any thing 
againſt him upon that head. Count Lally 
has even obliged them, when confronted 
with him, to acquit him ſolemnly thereof. 
It is true, that Meifieurs la Selle and Mora- 


cin, members of the Council of Pondichery, 


haye dared, and they alone, to advance, 
that Count Lally had the handling of the Com- 
pany's mmey. Monſieur la Selle, indeed, had 
modeſty enough to recant at his confronta- 
tion, by fay ing, that it was true Count Lally had 
not the material handling of the Company's money ; 
but, as the Count was at the head of affairs, it 
was the ſame thing as if he had, Count Lally 
defied him to produce any one of his orders 
relating to the Company's revenues; and no 
fach order has been as yet produced. The 
treaſurers even depoſe, that they never re- 
ceived any fuch orders from Count. Lally, 
Monſieur la Selle is, nevertheleſs, one of the 
managers of the trial, and of the witneſſes 
who have depoſcd againſt Count Lally. Not 
a ſingle member of the Council would con- 
ſent to act in concert with this Monſieur la 


' M 4 Selle. 


ſuch a proceeding ſince 
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Selle. Monſieur de Leyrit uſed to write te 
Count Lally, that he was a knave, and that 
he would do well to be upon his guard 
againſt him. The Directors themſelves had 
given pretty much the ſame account of him. 
Behold the honeſt man now confronted with 
Count Lally ! 


| Monſieur Moracin, againſt whom Count 
Lally has brought charges equally grievous 
and well grounded, has dared to depoſe, that 
he had put into Count Lally's hands a ſum of 
250,020 livres. Count Lally, on being con- 
fronted with him, challenged him to produce 
his receipt. Monſicur Moracin replied, by 
way of proof, that he had given into the treaſury 
a bill of exchange for 250,099 livres, and that he 


Had a receipt for it from Monſieur de Leyrit and 


the Council, who likewiſe gave him credit for it, 
This Monſicur Moracin is, nevertheleſs, the 
man, who has been the principal manager of all 
the proceedings againſt Count Lally, It is he, 
who ſummoncd the. witneffes ; who inſtructed 
ſome of them; who, at laſt, became a wit. 
neſs. himſelf. Hence the world may eaſily 
form ſame judgment of his teſtimony. 


It is thus Count Lally has been repreſented 
to the public, and accuſed peſore the magi- 
ſtrates, as guilty of extortion. Behold the two 
grongeſt proots c of it alledged by the witneſſes 


againſt 


COUNT LALLY. 169 


againſt him, Count Lally, notwithſtanding, 
was put under arreft for extortion; and is now 
charged with having been a bad General, and 
having loſt the Indies by his military miſ- 
conduct; from whence it is inferred, that he 
had, 10 doubt, an underſtanding with the 
Engliſh in his military operations againſt 
them. 


Theſe, it muſt be allowed, are ſtrange 
proofs againſt a Lieutenant General of the 
King's armies, detained for three years and a 
half in the moſt horrid confinement ; deprived 
of council ; and as yet refuſed the means of 
making his judges and the public acquainted. 
with the true cauſes of the loſs of the Indies, 
of which theſe notes are no more than out- 
lines, 

The letter written by the Council of Pon- 
nichery to the Count d'Ache will, in ſome 
meaſure, compenſate for Count Lally's not 
being able to lay open all the acceflary cauſcs 
of the loſs of Pondichery. By this piece the 
public may form ſome judgment of the 
impoſtures employed to ſurpriſe its cre- 
dulity, and to create the - moſt unjuſt and 


odious prejudices againſt him. It is as fol- 


nn; 


R Er 


. * 
— 


18 
Ts 


MW — 3 
APaeer a ow... ae” . 

W * — * 313 
a — 2 

* —8 a 


4 
- 
| 
. 
| 
1 
1 
Fu 


TT TD i — —*·n ETSY 
* & 
bh. > a „ * 
dd 2 . * 


— 
I me " * 


—5c—— a ed nh 2 Dn 
— a — — f , 


—ͤ—ũ— x — — 
* = * L : — * 
=. - 


— —— — * «% ↄę— —ů— — WOE 


— 
—— —ᷣ — 2 — — 
_ - * f 


170 MEMOIRS O F 


REPRESENTATION MADE To Mons1tur 
LE Comte D'ACHE BY THE GENTLE/ 
TLEMEN OF THE SUPERIOR CQUNCIL op 
PONDICHERY, in THE NAME or 4 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE WHOLE NA- 
TION, THE 17th OF SEPTEMBER, 1789. 


7 fe intention of his Majefty, in ſending his 


Ships to the Indies, was not to make a parade of 


them; but to ſuccour the ſettlements of the French 


Company there, and his ſubjetts of which "yp 
RO are compoſed, 


This objed becomes ſtill more preſfing, 


ince nothing leſs is now the queſtion than to ſave 
the ſettlements of the Company, and, of courſe, the 


Company itſelf, fram certain ruin, and all the 
French ſubjects in the Indies from the loſs of their 
liberty and their fortunes. 


This ſo intereſting an object may be ful - 
filled two ways, both which the nation here 


propoſe to Monſieur le Comte d'Ache, 


but without pretending to determine his 
Choice, 


The firſt is, to take advantage of the bad 

condition, to which, it is known for certain, 
that the Engliſh ſquadron is reduced, t cruſh 
it entirely. Of this bad condition of the Engliſh 


ſquadron a true and ſatisfatory account has been 


received from Karical and Nega-patnam. The 
ſucceſs 


COUNT LALLY. 1n 


facceſs of this firſt method WOULD NOT 
ONLY BE ATTENDED WITH SECU- 
RITY TO US, but with a ſuperiority, from 
which we might derive many other advan- 
tages. Beſides, it would defeat all the ex- 
penſive efforts, which the Englith have already 
made, or may hereafter make, to augment 
their marine on this coaſt. If what there till 
exiſts of it was once deſtroyed, what might 
afterwards arrive would be deſtroyed with 
ſtill greater eaſe. This, too, would at the 
fame time prove a heavy blow to their forces 
aſhore, by depriving them of the reinforcements 
they likewiſe expect. 


THIS FIRST METHOD 1S THE ON- 
LY ONE SUFFICIENT TO RESTORE 
OUR AFFAIRS, 


The ſecond, which we are now going to 
propoſe, can only contribute to prevent the 
_ eatire ruin of them, It is quite ſimple and 
eaſy ; free from danger; and, to think only 
of the good of the fquadran itſelf, indiſputa- 
bly calculated to anfwer that end. It is, that 
the French ſquadron ſhould nat quit the coaſt, till 
the Engliſh ſquadron is equally obliged to quit 
it, Otherwiſe, in the firſt place, THE DE- 
FEAT AND FLIGHT OF THE FRENCH 
SQUADRON, THE HOPES OF WHOSE 
ASSISTANCE ALONE HAVE BEEN 

80 
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| SO LONG THE SUPPORT OF OUR AP. , 
| FAIRS, will be taken for granted, and-even 
{I reachDelhi. It has been already repreſented to 
i the Countd'Ache, that fiveand twenty thouſand 
| Blacks hold themſelves in readineſs to declare 
for THE NATION WHOSE SQUADRON 
SHALL BEAT THAT OF THE OTHER. 
2dly Beſides, the confuſion, with which the 
French muſt be infallibly covered, and the 
LASTING IDEA, that will thence be con- 
ceived of their weakneſs, they muſt give up 
all thoughts of exhecting any friendſhip in the 
| natives, or obtaining any preſents from them, ngw 
| er hereafter. zdly. All the negociations entered into 
| for our ſecurity or advantage muſt miſcarry, and 
| | turn to our diſadvantage. Athly. The Englith, by 
1 ayailing themſelves of theſe advantages which 
we gratuitouſly beſtow on them, will be enabled 
to attempt, and with new aſſurance of ſucceſs, 
the execution of THEIR PROJECT TO BE- 
SIEGE US, WHICH THE DELAY OF 
4 OUR SQUADRON ALONE HAD AL- 
| READY MADE THEM FORM“, githly. 
Their firſt ftep wil be to reduce all the 
8 | C 
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*The Council, therefore, expected, ſo early as the 
t7th of September, to fee the place beſieged. Can any 
thing be more poſitive than every word of this letter ? 
l How, after producing ſuch a piece, could Count Lally's 
| enemies have the face to commence a proſecution againſt 


| him, upon any thing relative to the loſs of Pondi- 
| chery ? 
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country now in our poſſeſſion, from whence wwe 
draw our ſubſiſtence, What will then avail 
the troops penned up in Pondichery, thougſi 
that place ſhould be better ſupplied with am- 
munition and proviſions than it is at preſent ® 
And allowing, it ſhould be able to held out for 
fome months, from what quarter, after all, is it 
to expect relief? The whole country will 
join againſt us, and we ſhall be blocked up on 
the ſea fide. Can the Admiral, who is gaing ta 
abandon us, take upon him to ſay that he will be 
able to GIVE US TIMELY RELIEF, 
THOUGH HE SHOULD RETURN BE- 
FORE WE WERE ENTIRELY. LOST ? 
Will he dare to oppoſe our ruin ? Will he 


expoſe himſelf to new difficultics and greater 
dangers to do that, which he is now unwil- 


ling to perform with leſs riſk ? 


We hope that this ſtate of our caſe will 
convince the Count d'Ache, that THE A- 
BANDONING OF US IN OUR PRESENT 
SITUATION IS THE SAME "THING AS 
THE DEVOTING OF US TO CERTAIN 
DESTRUCTION. We muſt beg leave to 
tell him, that, in this caſe, WERE HE TO 
SACRIFICE ALLHIS SHIPS, IT WOULD 
BE NO MORE THAN ANSWERING 
THE END OF HIS ERRAND, and en- 
titling himſelf to praiſe and reward. Com- 


modore Peyton, on a ſimilar occaſion, incurred the 
dife 
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diſpleaſure of his country by not ſacrificing his ſquts 
dron to the ſafety of Madras. In the war before 
| this, Monficur the Chevalier de Kſaim had himſelf 
y received orders from Court to run his ſhips a- 
ground, if the ſafety of Pondichery required it. 


But there is no neceſſity for Monſieur le 
Comte &'Ache's going ſuch lengths. What we 
propoſe to him, is altogether for the advan- 
tage of his ſquadron. In the firſt place, by 
deferring for fifteen days his departure for 
the Madagaſcar Iſlands, ſuppoſing him bound 
for theſe Iſlands, he will give new life to 
the town of Pondichery,who; were he to leave 
; us immediately, will conclude, that his depar- 
} ture is owing to his having been defeated by 
1 the Engliſh. 2dly. His fick and wounded will 

| have time to recover: zdly. He will be 
| able to judge for himſelf, what refolution 
|. the Englifh will take, WHICH; CER 
| TAINLY, WILL NOT BE THAT OP 
COMING TO ATTACK HIM. 4thly. He 
will thereby ſave what ſoldiers and failors 
fl we have to the north. F the Engliſh are 
I left maſters of the Coromandel ſeas, they need 
| * tnly ſend two of their weſſels to Ganſam, t9 
carry off the ſhip we have there, Monſieur 
de Moracin, Monfieur le Chevalier de Poutt, 
| with the officers and all their men; and they 
will not fail to do it: and from that day we 
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COUNT DAL Lx. 155 
tnuft throw up all apes of being ever able 
to ſet foot in the north again. 


gthly. In fine, we think it our duty to 
repreſent to Monſieur le Comte d'Ache, 
that his going to winter in the Madagaſcar 
Iſlands will be attended with more danger 
to his ſquadron, than even a ſteand engage- 
ment. His crews muſt either periſh at theſe 
Hands, or be driven from them by fa- 
mine. 'The letters from thence import, that 
the return of the ſquadron muſt prove the 
ruin of them. Will the ſquadron be able to 
find new reſources at the Cape of Good 
Hope? Nothing can be- more. uncertain. 
Are not the means of afliſting them already 
exhauſted there? Is the Count d. Ach for 
carrying, himſelf, to theſe colonies, A GREAT 
PART OF "THOSE MISFOR TUNES, TO 
WHICH HE CONDEMNS THAT OF 
THE INDIES: BY ABANDONING IT. 


The beſt thing, therefore, he can do for 
his own as well as our intereſt is to go, in 
the beginning of October, and paſs a month 
or fix weeks on the Eaſt coaſt, that he may 
be back again on this by the beginning of Fa» 
mary. He will, even, hereby deprive the 
Englith of the benefit of wintering on that 


coaſt; and my Tow, perhaps, to make for 
| Bombay. 
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| Bombay: In the mean time, expreſſes ſhall 
be directly ſent to the Madagaſcar Iſlands, 
to haften ſuch fuccours as it may be 

| thought proper to get from them, ſo as to 

| give theſe ſuecours an opportunity of reach- 

1 ing this coaſt before the Englith. The 
Count PAche's wintering on the Eaſt coaſt 
may even afford him an opportunity of taking 
ſome rich ſhips coming from China or 
elſewhere. His wintering in the Ganges 
would be ſtill more advantageous in every 
reſpect. This may be thought of, in caſe. 
the Engliſh ſquadron ſhould determine to 
winter at Bombay. It might be thought of till 
| better, could the Count d. Achè have the good 
| fortune to beat the Engliſh. To do this, does 
N 
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he want to have his hands ſtrengtlened? We 
offer him all the aſſiſtance he can wiſh for. 
Is he prevented by the wounds he has al- 
ready received for his country? Let him make 
us a ſacrifice, which will, it is true, coft him 
more than that of his blood. But then, what 
may we not expect from his generofity ? | 
LET HIM GIVE LEAVE TO SOMEBODY 
ELSE to make an attempt, which will: 
not bear. being any longer paſtponed, while we 
| employ - aſhore our whole care to re- eſta- 
1 bliſh that health, wauch is fo dear to us. 


| Let him not fear, left his 22 ſhould 
come to want maſts fe mich, as nit to be able 
| 65 
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to go to winter quarters. N. e take upon our- 
ſelves to ſupply him directiy with every thing 
he may want to refit them. 


As to any other more noting event, WE. 
TAKE UPON OURSELVES ALL THE 
BLAME AND OTHER ILL CONSE- 
QUENCES THAT MAY ATTEND IT. 
Though he himſelf were to be reſponſible for 
them, has he not more to fear, as well in re- 


gard to the certitude as the importance of 


the object, by abandoning Pondichery, the Com- 
pany, the whole ſettlement, to the diſcretion of 
the Engliſh? Would he not in doing it run quite 
counter to the intentions of our maſters, and 
the real end of his errand? We hope, that, 
far from coming to ſuch a reſolution WHICH 
NO CONSIDERATION CAN JUSTI- 
FY, he will yield to the repreſentations, 
prayers, proteſtations, in fine, every means 
that can poffibly be thought of to make an 
impreſſion upon him by a ſettlement, of which 


he is himſelf an- illuſtrious member, and 


whoſe ſafety he has in his cen hands. 


Done in the Chamber of the ſuperior Coun- | 


cil of Pondichery, the 15th of September, 


1739. Signed, LALLY, DUVAL DELEY- 


RIT, RENAULT, GUILLARD, BOY- 
ELLEAU, LENOIR, DELARCHE, DES- 
VAUX, GEULLETTE, DE LASELLE, &c. 
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PROTEST MADE BY THE NATION As. 

SEMBLED EN THE HALL OF THE GOVERN= 
MENT of PONDICHERY; $1GNn1F1ED 

ro MONSIEUR D'ACHE THE 17th OP 
Sr rrliögn, 1759. Dan A 


Monteur * Leyrit, Governor of the 
French ſettlements in the Indies, and Pre- 
fident of the Council of Pondichery *, 
as well as all the members thereof who 


were deputed to you, having employed 


to no purpoſe all the methods they 
could think of to make you defer your 
departure for ſome days, in 'order to re- 
affure the Blacks of the country ready to 
declare againft us; and conſidering the ge- 
neral conſternation that has ſeiſed the town 
of Pondichery ; it has been reſolved to af- 
femble a national Council, WHICH HAS 
| UNA- 


— —— _ 


I . of 


* Though Monſieur de Leyrit peaks bete as s Chief, 
Count Lally was actually in Pondichery, ſo that Mon- 
fieur de Leyrit could not be Prefident of the Coun- 
cilz and} ſtill lefs, Commander of the French ſettle- 
ments. The Council, therefore, ſhould have ſpoken 
inthe name of Count Lally, and not in that of Monfieur 
de Leyrit, But Count Lally choſe to wave his right of 


precedence, to think of nothing but the ſafety of the 


Indies, which was ever the fole object of his atten- 
tion. | ö 


7 +» 


4 
4 
* 
C 
4 
$ 
4 
N 
g 
: 
- 
3 
2 
4 
I 
a : 
g 
$ 


GAINST YOUR PRECIPIFATE DEPAR- 
TURE; DECLARING YOU ALONE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LOSS OF 
THIS SETTLEMENT: - IT HAS LIKE- 
WISE BEEN RESOLVED. TO COM- 

PLAIN OF YOUR ABANDONING TT TO 
THE KING, AND THE MINISTRY, IN 
ORDER TO OBTAIN JUSTICE AGAINST 
YOU, 'tke Company having Bad no other 
view, in applying to his Majeſty for ſhips; 
than to fave its ſettlements at the riſk of 
theſe very ſhips. And; in caſe it is not too 
late, a copy. of this declaration ſhall be 
delivered to every Captain of the Count 
d'Ache's ſquadron. ,- 


Done in the Council Hall of Fort Louis at 
Pondichery, the ſevententh of September, 
1759, Signed, LALLY, DUVAL DE 
LEYRIT, RENAUT, BART HELEMY,; - 
Chevalier DE SOUPIRE, MICHEL LAL= 
LY; BUSSY, DUBOIS, CARIERE, VER- 
DIERES, DURE, GADDEVILLE, DU- 
PASSAGE, BEAUSSET, RENAUT. DE 
LASELLE, GUILLART, PORCHER, 
DESVAUxX, Father LOM INICK, Capu- 
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Dame des Anges, F. S. LAVAUR, Supe- 
rior General of the French Jeſuits in the 


N 2. + Haag ; Indies, 
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UNANIMOUSLY PROTESTED A- 


chin, _ Pariſh Prieſt of the Paiith of Notre 
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Indies; L. MATHON, Superior General of 


the foreign Miſſions, POTIER DE LORME, 


DUCHATEL, AUDOUART, AIMAR, 
COMBAUT D'AUFHEUIL;, © GOUPIL, 
KEISSER, J. G. BON, DE WILST, BA- 
NAL, RAULY, TERMELIER; SAINT- 
PAUL, J. B. LAUNAY, DESHAYES, 
FISCHER, DULAURENT, AUDOYER 
DU PETIT-VAL, DARCY; MADIN, 
DIORE”, BERTRAND, LEGRIS, MIRAN, 
BOURVILLE, F. NICOLAS, DURLAN- 
DE-LAVAL, BOREE, DE LARCHE, 
BOYELLEAU, and GEULETTE.. 


cr 


Sf Winn Wen Wed Ved N. Ne. : 


COPIES « OF SEVERAL LETTERS WRIT- 
TEN BY THE COUNT D'ACHE 

COUNT LALLY, AND ONE TO MON- 
SIEUR DE LEYRIT, wIr RH REMARKS 
ON EVERY LETTER, CONFIRMING THE 
CHARGE, BROUGHT BY THE GENERAL 
AGAINST THE ADMIRAL, OF HIS REFU- 
SING TO SAIL FOR MADRAS AFTER THE 
TAKING OF Kaner Sr. DAVID. 


It will ſcarce be credited, that the Exc 
d'Achè who wrote the following letters, and 
who, on Count Lally's 8 arrival at Verſailles, 
brought upon himſelf the eyes of 'a' "whole 


gal- 


7 
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| gallery, by running up to embrace him, and 
crying out: Welcome, my dear General ; be in 

no ain about the lies a knot of knaves have Pro- 
Pagated againſt | you ; have they not ſaid as 
bad things of - myſelf ? ſhould be the ſame 
Count d'Ache, who, at his Interogatory' „ 
declared; ß; 


Firſt. That Count Lally was, in part, the 
cauſe of his ioting the battle he fought, when 
he firſt arrived on the coaſt. : 


2dly. That Count Lally reſected the pro- 
poſal, which he (the Count d'Ache) made 


him of failing to attack Madras immediately it 
after the taking of Fort St. David. 1 


_ 3dly. That Count Lally had nothing in 1 
view but the deſtruction of his ſquadron. | 


hb... In fine, That it was on receiving 
the news of the miſcarriage af the expedition 
againſt Tanjore he reſolved to ritk a ſecond 
battle; and that, of courſe, Count Lally was, 
in part, the cauſe of his ſecond Wie, 


The obſervations added to every one of 
his letters will throw ſome light on theſe 
four aſſertions, which, though deſtitute of all 
manner of proof, the Count d' Aché has 
thought proper to hazard i in his Juſtification, 
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at the expence of truth, and that delicacy, 


which 887 be expected i in a man of the 
] rank he now enjoys. | 
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if On board the Zodiack, Sunday the 39h, of 
14 April, 1758, 
| SI R P 75 
| UR Admiral defires I may do. my- 
ſelf the honour to requeſt, in his 
name, that you will be pleaſed to give the 
moſt - preſſing orders, for the ſuccouring 
of his ſquadron. We are going to leave the 
Silþhide along with the Bien-Aimè, and put to 
ſea as ſoon as paſlible,. to get into the wind 
and work up to Pondichery. The Engliſh ap- 
peared to be fick of the battle, as ſoon as the 
Comte de Provence and the Diligente got within 
reach of them; but ſeveral of our ſhips fell 
to leeward ; and, in ſpite of all the ſignals we 
could make, paid tao little regard to the mo- 
tions of our Rea who did all that lay in 
his power to keep the wind. Add to this, 
that, having made a ſignal for the ſquadro! 
to anchor this night, the Bien-Aims, which for- 
med the rear guard, inſtead of anchoring in 
the offing, ran aſhore, we cannot conceive 
why ; and, indeed, the thing will appear in- 
credible, Were it not for this, Monſieur 
_ Ache 
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&Ache would have no reaſon to complain, 
fincethe Engliſh were roughly handled in ſpite 
of all their advantages, as well in point of wind, 
as extroadinary weight of artillery, and the 
miſbehaviour of that diviſion, whoſe Com- 
mander was at Pondichery, After all the 
King's ſhip has ſuffered greatly ; there is an 
abſolute neceſſity for our getting ſuccours in 
men, in water, in Nun wen her refrgh 
ments. 


I am told that Monſieur de Breteyil is 
going to Pondichery ; he will give you 2 
more particular account of what ar hee 


and of our app n. Nr 
I am, &c, e e 
Signed, Monte!!! Sub-Commodore, 


P. &. In tie Cnot 4. Act's own hand-writing, 


I am almoſt dead with fatigue. The blun- 
der of the Captain of the Bien-Aimd, who has 


loſt his ſhip by a miſmanagement ! cannot 


account for, has almoſt put me beſide my- 
ſelf. I have, however, ſome little hopes left. 


Poor le Bourdonnais and Dupleſſis are Killed; 


my two nephews, Cenneville and Derſſe, and 


my three midſhipmen, wounded. Little 5 


has loſt a leg. I have told you enough: 
embrace you moſt cordially. 


Signed, dA C 11 E. 
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fignifies, in polite terms, to fly before the enemy. 
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* 1 


In this Jitter; written bye the Gone 

d Ache, in the overflowings of his heart, 

immediately after the battle between him 

and the Engliſh on his appearing on the 
coaſt of Coromandel, he attributes all his 

misfortunes to the miſbehaviour of the 

Captain of the Bien-Aime, who has ſince 

fully cleared himſelf, and that of ſeveral 

other Captains of his ſquadron, who fell 

too much to leeward *. He ſays nothing 

of the flowneſs of the Comte de Provence 
and the Diligeme; notwithſtanding which he 
now depofes, that Count Lally and Monſieur 
de Leyrit had figned a joint order to the 
Captain of the Comte de Provence not to jain 
the ſquadron, till he had landed the equipages 
belonging to the regiment of Lally. Count 
Lally, when confronted with the Count 
d' Acht, called upon him for this order; but 
the Count d'Achè made anſwer, that he had 
only kept a copy of it. Count Lally then 
called for this copy; but the Count d' Ache 
could not produce it. The fact is, it was 
impoſſible there ſhould be a ſingle bale be- 
longing to the regiment of Lally on board 
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* To fall to e when one fights to the lecward, 


that 
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that ſhip. The fact is, that the Count d'Achs, 
when he put into Karical for intelligence, 
got no news there of the Englith ſquadron 
that the people at Pondichery were equally 
ſtrangers to this ſquadron's being on 
the coaſt; that the Count d'Ache did not 
chuſe to land Count Lally in his own ſhip, 
which was a King's ſhip, left he ſhould be 
obliged to hoiſt certain colours due to a Go» 
vernor on landing within his juriſdiction; 
that the Count d'Ache had given Count 
Lally warning of this at his firſt putting into 
Rio Janeiro; that Count Lally conſidered it 
as a matter of great indifference, though 


he took notice of it to the Miniſtry from. 


that place; that, for this reaſon, the Count 
d'Achè landed Count Lally at Mauritius in 
a ſhallop. In a word, the fact is, that the 
Comte de Provence had orders to wait for the 


ſquadron, which the Count d'Ache was 


in hopes would anchor the day following 


at Pondichery; that Count Lally and the 


Count d'Ache had agreed to make an at- 
tempt, in concert, this ſame following day, 
on Cudaloor; and that, on that very day, 
the Count d'Ache was ſurpriſed by the 


Engliſh ſquadron.. It is hard to gueſs, why 


the Count d' Ach ſhould employ all theſe 
ſhifts and evaſions to. diſguiſe a fact known 
all over the Indies; a fact, of which an 
account had been immediately diſpatched to 
Court, 
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Court. Had the Count d'Ache dreamed of 
a fingle Engliſh man of war being on the 
coaft, he would not have let Count Lally 
have a canoe, and had a right to refuſe. it. If 
the Captain of the Comte de Provence had for- 
got his duty ſo far, as to obey the orders of 
Count Lally and Monſieur. de Leyrit to the 
neglect of thoſe given him by his own ſupe 
rior, the Count d' Aché would have had 
him tried by a Court Martial; and he would 
have deſerved death. Beſides, this Captains 
being at Pondichery did not hinder the firſt 
Lieutenant, who commanded in his abſence, 
from obeying the Admiral's ſignals, A Lieu- 
tenant Colonel, when in the preſence of an 
enemy, does not wait the arrival of his Co- 
lonel from the head quarters, to lead on the 


regiment. It is ſurpriſing how people can 
have recourſe to ſuch abſurdities. 


Birr 2 2-1 


Pondichery, the 18th of May, 1758, 


ET us but take courage, my dear 
General, and all will go well. You 
will take Fort - St, David; and, that done, 
we will concert between us the propereſt 
meaſures for rendering ourſelyes. maſters 
of the ſea, The worſt of it is, that we 
cannot 
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cannot mutually aſſiſt each other. For my 
part, I wait for the Engliſn; and, bad 
a condition as I am in, I will Mill give them 
a warm reception; and you may depend on 
our ſurpaſſing ourſelves to make them repent 
their preſumption. I am doing all I can to 
man our batteries, hut there are 1294 of our 
men in the hoſpitals; and, amongſt thoſe who 
remain on bord, many more who ought to 
be there too. No matter; all will go well 
yet. Diſpatch your citadel, and let me 
have the pleaſure of embracing you at your 
return. I ſhall communicate your letter to 
Monſieur de Leyrit. My compliments to 
all your gentlemen. Adieu, my dear Ge- 
neral. I have fixed on the Diligente to carry 
ſome effects to Cudaloor. I beg of you to 
order her to be unloaded and lent. back tq 
me as ſoon as poſſible, 


] have the honour, &c. _ 1 
- Signed, DAC HE. 


REMARKS 


This letter was written twelve days after 
Count Lally's landing at Pondichery. It does 
not, certainly, take any notice of the pro- 


days after propoſed to Count Lally, of going 
to attack the Engliſh ſquadron under Madras, 


Nay, 


je, which the Count d'Ache ſays he twelve 
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Nay, it takes notice of the im poſlibility he was 
under of going there. This preciſe number 
of 1294 ſailors in the hoſpitals could not, 


certainly, be replaced by 2000 ſoldiers, the 


moſt Count Lally had in his army; and 
who, beſides, were not failors. It will ap- 
pear by what follows, that, as often as Count 
Lally offered the Count d' Ach any ſoldiers 
to ſecond him in the mixed operations he 
propoſed to him, this very Count d' Aché 
uſed to object, that it was ſailors and not ſol- 
diers he wanted. Theſe are palpable: con- 
tradictions. eee 


LI T In III. 


Pondichery, the 28th of May, 1781, at 
Three in the afjerada, 


O U will hear, my Jes General, from 
the deputies of the Council held this 
morning, the condition of my untortunate 
ſquadron, and how much I ſtand in need of 
ſpeedy and effectual afhſignce. I am not 
inſenfible, my dear General, of yours ; but 
mine is much more mortifying for, my 
lofing of a battle could not but greatly emba- 
raſs your affairs. Let me, therefore, know what 
you, can do; or, at leaſt your opinion; or, in 
ſhort, if you hope to be ſoon matter of Fort St. 
David, and thereby enable me to go and meet 
| the 
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the Engliſh, who, were I in a better way, 
would not parade it as they do. Adieu, my 
dear General. Let me always have a hare 
in your affections. 5 | 
Signed, D'ACH E. 


RBMARK = 


a his letter confirms what the Count G Ache N 
had already alledged concerning the impoſſi- 
bility he was under of putting to ſea; and is 
ſupported by the reſolution of a mixed Coun- 
Gl, which the Count d' Aché aſſembled to 
juſtify his taking ſhelter under the cannon of 
Pondichery, and there waiting for the enemy. 
Two Deputies having been ſent from Pondi- 
chery to inform Count Lally of this reſolu- 
tion, he immediately, on hearing it, ſet out, 
though it was night, for that place, with 400 
Europeans and 200 Blacks, and on his arrival re- 
aſſembled the mixed Council, whom he cauſed 
to repeal the ſhameful reſolution of the even 
ing before; and, moreover, on Monſieur de 
Leyrit's refuſal to pay 60,006 livres, which had 
been promiſed the ſailors on their landing in 
the Indies, and on the nonpayment of which 
they openly threatened not to go on board 
again, he let them have that ſum out of his 
own pocket; upon which they returned to their 
duty. But the Count d'Ache, inſtead of go- 


ing to meet the Engl, as by this letter he 
tells 
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tells Count Lally he would, ſteered a different 


way, and took advantage of this reinforce- 
ment brought him by Count Lally, : to turn 
his back upon them, and run ſixty leagues 


further to the ſouth; Behold, in what man- 


ner the Count dAche; two days after; pro- 
poſed to Count Lally, according to what he 
himſelf advances, to ſail againſt the Engliſhi at 
Madras; It is worth obſerving; that 


Count d' Achè declares in this letter, that Hs 


loſing a battle could not but greatly embas,.. 
raſs Count Lally's affairs; and it did fo, fe. 


cordingly. 


LIZ 1 11 N £3 
From the Count d. Acht to Men eur de Læyrit, 
who ſent it to Count Lally, dated the * 
of Tune, at ten in the evenings 


NNEXED I fend you, Sir, the eopy 
A of a letter written me by Monſieur 
Porcher, Governor of Karical. It were to 
be wiſhed, that people did not ſo much over- 
rate our ſtrength, and under-rate that of the 
Englith, Moreover, I ſhall do every thing 
in my power not to expoſe wantonly to 
diſgrace the King's Flag. I expect the Sitþhide 
will not delay rejoining me. I was in hopes 
ihe would have put to ſea along with me. 

I never 
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1 never had more. occafion for her. I with 

ſhe was better manned. But let her come at 

any rate, in order to increaſe the number of 
our maps 


Lam, beyond, all 3 Sir, n &. 


Signed, D'ACHE'. 


I believe it would be for the good of the 
ſervice, that, inſtead of continuing at anchor 
© Cudaloor, I ſhould get more into the 
ind, in order to intercept that Engliſh 
man of war, in her way to the ſquadron. 
Communicate this notion of mine to Mon- 


ſieur le Comte de Lally. 


RE M AR K $ 


There is ſomething remarkable in every 
title of this letter from the Count d' Ach 
to Monſieur de Leyrit. It is dated the 


rſt of June, when, certainly, the Count 


knew nothing of the enemy's propoſing to 


capitulate the day following. Count Lally 
himſelf did not then expect it. The Count 
FAche, therefore, was, from the very 
firſt of June, for beating up to the ſouth, 
and getting farther. from the Engliſh ſqua- 
dron, without waiting for the furrender of 

| | Fort 
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Fort St. David. He did not, thereſbfe, 
think of ſeeing Count Lally, ſince he cont 
miſſioned Monſieur de Leyrit, who reſided 
four leagues from him in Pondichery; to 
communicate his project to Count Lally, 
though Count Lally then lay within a league 
of him. And, in fact, it was the unforeſeen- 
ſurrender of Fort St. David that very next 
day (the ſecond of June) which, with re- 
peated inſtances by Count Lally, at length 
determined the Count d' Achè to come aſhore 
for ſome hours; when Count Lally propoſed in 
him to ſail directly for Madras, and not allow 
the Engliſh time to look about them. The Count 
d'Ache has now the face to advance, that it was 
he who made this propoſal to Count Lally, 
and that Count Lally refuſed to comply 
with it. The air of the Indies muſt be 
very contagious, for a nian like the Count 


d' Ache, who had fcarce allowed himſelf 


time to breathe it, verbally to depoſe the very. 
reverſe of what he had before given under 
his own hand; and it is very extraordi 

that Count Lally," throughout the whole 
courſe of the proceedings againft him, 


1hould be obliged to oppoſe to every witnes | 


the hand-writing of that very witneſs, in 
order to convict him of his impoſturę! It is 


true, that the reſolution to aſſaſſinate Count 


J al y was a ſure expedient, had it ſucceeded; : | 
for * 
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for then Count Lally would have dt no 
papers to Es wy them. Lett 


The Count Ach had the evening Joe 
fore written to Monſicur de Leyrit, that 
he was for getting to the ſouth to avoid ex- 
poſing the King's flag to any diſgrace, He 
added, that his ſtrength was too much over- 
rated, and that of the enemy too much under - 


rated. Docs there appear in this letter, or 


in any of the preceding ones, any ſign of the 


Count d' Achc's intending to ſail againſt Ma- 
dras, thirty leagues to the north. It appears, 


that Monſicur Porcher, whoſe command lay 
very near the Dutch and Danith ſettlements, 
and who had received an account from: thence 
of the-rcal condition of the Engliſh ſquadron, 
was fully perſuaded, as well as the whole 
ſettlement, that the Count d'Ache might 


have attacked the Engliſn ſquadron to ad- 
vantage. But the Couat d Ache, imme 


diately er leaving Count Lally, put to 
ſea, and ſteered to the ſouth, without ſo 


much as vouchafing a ſalute, even of a ſingle 
piſtol, to the King's colours. then flying at 


Fort St. David, though it was in the road of 


that place he had been at anchor. Will it ap- 


pear credible, aſter theſe pieces and this true 
ttate of the caſe, thut the Count d Ache ſhould 
have written. to Europe, and that the officer 
he diſpatched aun ſhould have given out, 
O * 
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that it was (the Count d' Aché) who took 
Fort St. David; and that it ſhould. be 1 

| mentioned even in the Gazettes ? 


EPR” v. 


fi | Oh board me Zodiack in che Read of Kaiz 
cal, the gth of June, 1758. 


81 R, 

UR Admiral defires l may do myſelf 
the honour to inform you, that he is 
going to hoiſt. ſail again in order to run to the 
1 fouttward ; and that, having well conſidered 
1 the advantages that muſt reſult from getting 


n 
— ww =_ww-oQ@a —— „% ²ĩ B — —— — — . _ 
, 


4 the ſtart of the enemy, by ſecuring, if 
1 poſſible, our reinforcements from Mauri- 
1 tius, he propoſes to ſtretch away even as 
[4 high as the Bay of Trincanomaly, where the 


Fquadron will continue to cruize till the 
28th or zoth, when Monficur le Comte 
d'Aché will examine the means that may 
be Mill left him of continuing there longer, 
# circumſtances ſhould require it. He, 
beſides; begs leave to obſerve to you, that, 
in ſpite of all Monficur Porcher's care, 
the ſquadron muſt put to ſea with a far leſs 
quantity of refreſhments, than the condition 
of our ctews require; all of them being 
ſtill greatly fatigued, and many of the men 


very weak and feeble ; for Which reaſon, 
| Sir, 


- — agg Rus es, — — — _ — — — 
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Sir, all the Captains of che Council of » wat 
afſerhbled on 15 occaſion, "it che fame 
time that they voted for this cruize, could 
not but take notice of the neceſſity there 
was for our friends aſhore wing every poſ- 
fible means to get in readineſs, againſt 
our return to Pondichery, all the ſuccoùrs 


we may want for the execution -6f further 
deſigns, | 


eng t 


Monfleur q'; Au Sir, 42781 1. may do mys 
felf the honour to requeſt, that you will give 


directions about the water, 2000d, and pro- 


viſions, he may want; but, above all things, 


that his ſick may be taken good care of in the 
hoſpitals of Pondichery, Moreover, amongft 


the other things Which it will be proper 
to have in readineſs againſt his return, me - 


defires I may make particular mention of 


two new rudders, one for the Pengeur, the 


other for the Saint- Louis. He hopes, chat. 
when you ſhall give orders for the demo- 


liſhing of Cndaloor, there may be found 


there pieces of timber large enough 05 
that purpole. | He, likewiſe, hopes, | 
the removing of the naval ſtores found 4 
Fort St. David Will give an opportunity of 


collecting many things, Which may prove 


N uſef ul to o the ſquadron, 
tg tt RIA 
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Above all things, Sir, he hopes, that, by 
adding the ſailors acquired by exchanging 
priſoners to thoſe recovered in the hoſpitals, 
means will be found to man the ſquadron 


better than it is at preſent, in as much as 


very little ſtreſs ean be laid on the ſepoys, 
with whom we have been we, nn to make 
up our 'complements. 


M.onſieur de Maudave wrote to Monſieur 
le Comte d'Ache to defire, that the Side 
might be diſpatched to Monſieur le Comte 
d'Eftaing. Upon this, Monſieur le Comte 
d'Ache defires I may take notice to you, 
that, according to the. general opinion of his 
Captains, it appeared to him more for the 


good of the ſervice, that the Silphide ſhould 


continue with the ſquadron of the cruize, on 


which we are now going. This veſſel may 


prore very ſerviceable, in as much as the 
Diligente is ſcarce able to ſtir; whereas the 
dilphide, though very ill manned, may ſtil 


occaſionally keep in awe any common veſſel; 


and, af all times, fail head, and go on the 
look out. 


1 d'Achẽé is, moreover, of opini- 


on, that with the aſſiſtance of the crew of the 


Sainte Brigitte it will be no hard matter to free 


Devi-cottah either with the Diligente, | DT the 
| ito Bots, or the Refitution. 15 | 


In 
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In- fine, he defires I may do myſelf the 
hononr to tell you, that he has abided by 


the general opinion, which is to remain as” 


lung as poſſible to the ſouth of Pondichery, as 
well to wait the Centaure, and intercept the 
ſuccours expected by the Engliſh, as to keep 


the wind f Admiral Pococke, in caſe that 
Admiral, inſtead of withdrawing from be- 
fore Madras, ſhould reſolve to fight us 


befere we can attack that place. The Comte 
de Provence makes twenty inches of water 
every four-and-twenty hours; the Diligente, 
the fame; and it will be u0 eaſy matter 
to repair them at Pondichery. However, 
while the ſquadron is on its cruize; there 
will be time enough to prepare ſuch things, as 
we may have the moſt preſſing occaſion for. 
Meſſieurs de Leyrit and Babinet will be able 


to gueſs what they are, and provide accord-. 


ingly ; and they will do it the ſooner and the 
rm when > ang by ou 3 


Monſicur d' Achè ſays 'a mad. kind 
thitigs to you, and wiſhes you health to con- 
tinue your conqueſts. 


Jam, &c. _ 
: Signed, the CHE ALIER DE MONTHEIL. 


Our Admiral * juft 8 from Mon- 
fur de Maudave a letter written to that 
gentleman by Monſieur Fiſcher, to acquaint 

O03 him, 


| 
| 
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quebar of the Engliſh being at Ceylon, in 
order to be at hand to intercept the veſſels, 
that may be coming to us from the Madagaſ. 


1 car Iſlands. If that is, in fact, the intention 
1 of Admiral Pococke, we ſhall be able to find 
| | him. Beſides, it makes no alteration in the 
| reſolution we have taken. 


r fa. 
— 


REMARKS, 


— * 8 — — — — N 
A — 232 — r 


This letter is in anſwer to two expreſſes, 
| which Count Lally had diſpatched one after 
another to Karical, to endeavour to' ſtop 


—— 
— 


if! the Count d'Ache there, and bring him back 
FF: 
| 0 


| to Pondichery. It is the Count d'Ache who 
* ordered this letter to be written by his Sub- 
| Commodore; and it is the fame Count 
| d' Ach who now depoſes, that he propoſed ta 
| Count. Lally to ſail for Madras after the 

| taking of Fort St. David; and adds, withal, 
| that he would have beat the enemy, but that 
| Count Lally would noi groe his FJ 


PFF — 
* > - 
— * 2 — 2 5 % 


It is the "RR d· Ache who g. that his 
reſolution was taken to get to a greater 
diſtance from the Engliſh ſquadron, and 
keep the wind of it, left the Engliſh Ad- 
miral ſhould take it into his head to come 
and attack him, before he was, himſelf, in a 

con- 
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condition to attack Madras; and that this was 
che unanimous opinion of his Captains: yet 
it is the ſame Count d' Ach who now depoles, 
that he wanted to ail fer Madras, in order 
to beat the, Engliſh: ſquadron, though he took 
n n a hundred 
lcagues, /. 


But all this could — e Count 
Lally. On the receipt of this letter, he 
repairs to Pondichery, and aſſembles the 
Council, who reſolve to ſend an expreſs by 
ſea to the Count d Ache, and ſummon him to 
return to Pondichery. T his is 2 fact proved 
by | authentic pieces: The Count ache 
receives this ſummons, and returns to Pon- 
dichery the 15th of June 1758, 


On the Count d' Aché's return to Pon- 
dichery, Count Lally and Monſieur de 
Leyrit have a. conference with him. They 
propoſe to him to fail: for Madras, while 
Count Lally led the army againſt it, To 
this the Count d'Ache | anſwers, Gentlemen, 
Fou are always at me to fight : I am ſcarce in 

a. candi:ion_ to keep the ſea, Upon this, they 
propoſe to him juſt to fail into the latitude 
of Sadras, half way between Pondichery and 
Madras, and 4 I leagues to the wind- 
ward of the latter: which he refuſes. They 
then Free to him ta ſail into the latitude 
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of Alemparwa at no more than ſeven leagues 
from Pondichery, in order. to awe the Eng- 
liſh ſquadron, and hinder it from landing any 
part of the land forces on board it, or of its 
own crews at Madras; or cutting off Count 
Lally's communication with Pondichery. 
Well then, replied the Count d'Ache, I am ſa- 
tiefied, but let me firft be victualled for four 
months, Otherwiſe I Iwill not ftir a flep from 
Pendichery. Four months ! replies Monſieur de 
Leyrit. Surely, Sr, you forget yourſelf. Alem- 
parwa ts ours. It lies but ſeven leagues from 
us; and that, too, to the leeward. Me may 
ſupply you with proviſions there from day to day, 
as well as if you were at Pondichery itſelf. The 
Count d'Ache cries out: But, Gentlemen, ſup- 
poſe the worſt to happen, meaning the . beſt, 
ſuppoſe T ſhould beat the Engliſh, where am J 
to take ſhelter ? Any where, rejoins Monſieur 
de Leyrit, any where, Sir! Thus ended this 
ſecond conſultation between the three Chiefs; 
for they had one the evening before. It was 
in conſequence of this reiterated refuſal of 
the Count UAche; that Monſieur de Leyrit 
determined Count, Lally to invade Tanjore, 
by declaring to him, that he had not where» 
with to pay or ſubſiſt his A for ere 
fifteen days, | , 
The upſhot of theſe two extraordinary c con- 
tulkitiam was ſoon in the mouths of every 


man, 
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man, woman, and child, at Pondichery; and 
for a long time continued the eſt! —_— an 
* of all * ; 


— 


1 7 % 
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on board the Zodiack, the 14th of Jars, 
p "A 2 2 4 1758. J s 45 0 


A M ung my dear General, on the 

coaſt of Ceylon, and endeavouring to 
cover the arrival of dur ſhi PS, and Intercept 
thoſe of the enemp). 


| Herevith I ſend you a little prize, 1 have 
been at Negi-patnam, where they did every 
thing I defired, 1 reckon to be with you 
foon. Adicu, my dear General. If you 
don't love me, you are greatly | to blame, for 0 
bye, 84. with al my heart, 


af. os are DACHE: 


PR L. * E M AR K S. 


Tbe ſhips ſpoken of f in this letter were alla 
fable,” The Count d 'Ache would have — 
more in the way to intercept thoſe of the ene- 
my, and protect the French, by keeping in 
ſight, and to the windward, of the Engliſh 


ſquadron, 2 by CTU off the point of 
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Should go diſtracted, my dear General, 
were you to hear from any one but my- 
ſelf the different events of my cruize. - I put 
to ſea from this place in ſight of the Eng- 
liſh, as well to avoid riſking a battle at anchor, 
as to keep the wind of them, and continue 
maſter of my motions. I twice fell ta leeward 
upon them in order to engage them; but, 
both times, moſt of my ſhips found it impoſ- 
fible to open their lower batteries. At length, 
on the gth of Auguſt, enraged at all theſe dife 
appointments, I made a motion to cruſh their 
rear; but the wind having ſhifted, juſt as we 
came within cannon ſhox of each other, J 
took the reſolution to form to the lecward 
of them, and wait for them. The battle 
began at noon ; but the fireworks thrown at 
ns ſoon changed the aſpect of things. The 
mizen maſt of the Comte de Provence took fire, 
which obliged her to get out of the line, and 
cut it away. For my part, I had my rudder 
twice diſabled, and my powder reom ſet on 
fire; ſo that it is a miracle I was not blown 
up. Theſe accidents, joined to the diſ- 


line, 
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line, determined me to retreat, with a view 
of forming again. But the Engliſh ſquadron, 
not daring to purſue me within reach of my 
guns, I thought the beſt thing I could do was to 
make for Pondichery. I bad thirty-three men 
killed - outright on board my own ſhip, 
and one hundred and fifty dangerouſly 
wounded. Such is the fea news, my deat 
General, I have to give you. I have been for 
a long time in expectation of reeeiving from 
you an account of the ſucceſs of your enter» 
priſes. Be aſſured that I take as ee, 
cern in them as yourſelf. Une 


I have, &c. 


Nd, D'ACHE,, 
R E NM A * a 


It will never be believed, that this letter is 
the letter of a man, who inſiſts on his having 
to Count Lally to go in queſt of the 

Engliſh, and fight them; immediately after 
the taking of Fort St. David. Beſides, it does 
not appear, how Count. Lally could have 
hindered the Count d'Ache from attacking 
or beating the Engliſh; nor what aſſiſtance 
Count Lally could give the Count d' Ache, 
except that of as many ſoldiers as the Count 


d' Achè choſe to accept; and this is what 


Count Lally never ceaſed Wing, as may be 


evidently Pore by ae acts. 
Count 
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Count Lally will not, in this place, take 
upon him to diſcuſs all the unfoxeſeen events 
alledged by the Count d' Aché, to juſtify the 
ſuddeneſs of his retreat under Pondichery 
at "thirty leagues from the field of battle. 


The accidents; which may happen by ſea; are 


no more to be put to the account of Admirals, 
as they cannot foreſee them, than thoſe which 
happen aſhore, to the account of Generals. 
But if Count Lally, after gaining ten victeries, 


and taking ten places, is to be reproached 
with having at the head of no more than 2700 
men miſcarried before Madras defended by 


$000; if he is to be reproached with not 
being able at the head of no more than 1250 
men to beat 2600 at Vandiwaſh; it muſt 
be the height of partiality to confider, as a 
fimple event, the Count d'Ache's having twice 
yielded to an equal force; a force, which 
the Englith,” in order to heighten their victo- 
ries, have cren declared inferior to that 
of the Count d' Acht. It would be ſomething 


more than partiality, to regard, as merely ac- 


cidental, the Count d' Achc's being worſted 


the vear followi ing with forces unqueſtion- 


ably {pert ior in every , and give him 


credit for the unforeſcen accidents, to which 
this third defeat might have been owing; at 


the ſame time that Count Lally will not be 
heard, though willing to prove, chat he could 
not hold out Pondichery againſt an enemy 


' which had tw enty men to oppoſe him to his 


one 
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one; not o ſpeak of the want of every kind of 
rewurce, which en, fg had moreover 
| to! er ann » balls 


em l en never om ond og of 
alledging theſe facts, however notorious, if the 
Count d'Ache did not lay him under a ne- 
ceſſity of doing it in his own defence. /'T he 
Count d' Ache has not bluſhed to depoſe, that 
it was on receiving an account of Count 
Lally's bad ſucceſs- againſt Tanjore, that he 
reſolved to hazard an engagement with the 
Engliſh fleet. Nevertheleſs, the enemy had 
been two months looking out for the Count 
d Aché; and he, by his own confeſſion, as 
long endeavouring to avoid them, in order 
not to expoſe the King's flag to diſgracc. 


This letter of the Count d Ache is. dated 
_ Pondichery the 6th of Auguſt. The 
battle mentioned in it was fought the sth; 
ſo that there was no time loſt. It was on the 
28th of July, that the Council of Pondichery, 
on the appearance of the Engliſh ſquadron, 
reſolved that the Count d'Ache ſhould put to 
ſea. But the Count, who choſe to remain un- 
der the walls of Pondichery, declared to this 


Council, chat he would not be anſwerable for 
the event. 


( 1 5 £43 ® w 0 « £7 > = 
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wy was on the 2d of Auguſt, chat the Count 
. Ache got up to the windward from Karical, 
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du the a of the Engliſh ſquadron 
and it Is at Katical he pretends to have rea 
ceived an account of the bad ſucceſs of the 
— againft Tanjore, which did not 

begin till the zu; and this pretended ill ſuc- 
ceſs, that is, the retreat of the French army 
from before Tanjore, is of the roth. A man 
Muſt be a prophet to foreſee things eight days 
before they happen, and it ĩs notorious that 
rs Sore Tacke had not that gift. 


. a * 0 - 


"The truth is, it was the news of the dekeit 
of the Count d' Ache, and the prefence of 
the Engliſh ſquadron which blocked up Kari- 
cal, the only place by which Count Lally 
could keep up a communication with Pondi- 
chery, that made the council of war, aſſembled 
before Tanjore on the 8th of Auguſt, reſolve 
to drop that expedition, in order to run to the 
aſſiſtance of our own ſettlements, endangered 
by this defeat of the Count d'Ache. This 
Citation, therefore, of the Count d 'Ache, i is 1 
mere calumny, thfown away to no purpoſe. 
It is plain, that all he.propofed was to unite 
his voice to that of a gang of witneſſes, who 
had conſpired to treat the expedition of Tan- 
jore as an unhappy event in itſelf, and at- 
tended,” beſides, with very 1 al conſsquitne® ; 
which it KA no means Was. n 


. 
" —_——— a = * 89 Wan : 
- © on * | 


The date of this fame letter of the Count 
d Ache's makes againſt him. He writes to 
Count Lally the 6th, the day after his en- 
gagement, that he is impatient to hear of the 
ſucceſs of his enterprizes. He, | therefore, 
Tould not have heard at Karical, on the 6th, 
the news of their miſcarrying. He, therefore, 
knew nothing of it the Gch; and how could 
he, lince it did not happen till the roth? 


Count Lally could point out another in 
donſiſtency in this letter of the Count 
J'Ache's, in which he ſays, that the Engliſh 


having never, after the engagement, dared to 
come within cannon-ſhot of him, he thought 
he could not do better than make the beſt 
'of his way to Pondichery. This very ti- 


| midity, which the Count d'Ache diſcovered 

in the Engliſh, ſhould have been · a motive to 
Him not to be in ſuch a _y to get to Pon- 
r 


LIZ TIE A vn. 


From Pondichery , the 2 iſt of Auguſt, 1756. 


1 to you, my dear General, the letter 
I wrote them in auſwer to one they received 
from yourſelf. You muſt perceive by this 
1 the condition of my ſquadron, which is 10 

| longer 


HE Council muſt have communicated 
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longer in a condition to do any thing. All my 
Captains have made repreſentations to me on 
this head. They look upon their veſſels 


as loft, if I dowt conduct them into ſome 


port, where they may be repaired, their 
maſts and upper works being greatly da; 
maged, and many of them befides making a 
great deal of water. I was in hopes of ſee- 
ing you arrive here, and being able, in con- 

ſequence thereof, to come to ſome immediate 


reſolution. I expect you, my dear General; 


and, on that account, have deferred my de- 
parture for ſome days, till protefting, that I 
will be no longer anſwerable for what damage 
the enemy may do me. My veſſels are not in 
a condition to. wait a moment, or loſe the 


opportunity afforded by the retreat of the 


Englith to get off unmoleſted. They might, 


ſhould they take it into their heads to at- 
tack me, put it out of my power to reach 


the Iſland of Mauritius again. Be ſo kind, 
therefore, as to come to ſome reſolution. 


I wait your anſwer. Time runs on. I em- 


brace you, my dear General, with all oy 


heart. 


Signed, D'ACHE. 
REMARK 5. = % 


It is hard to feconclle the bad condi- 
tion. to Which che Count d Achẽ ſays his 


ſquadron 
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he ſays he did the Engliſh. In fact, it appears 
liged to fight, that he had handled the Enpliſb 
roughly, that the Engliſh were fick of it; that 
of him. Why, therefore, did he leave theſe 


Engliſh, maſters of the ſea ? Why does he ſay 
in this letter, that he is reſolved to avail himſelf 


againſt the delay given him. by Count Lally's 
abſence? Had not Count Lally. a right, after 


offer him half his army, as he did in full Coun- 
cil by the Count d' Eſtaing, to fail for Ma- 


in Madras, as the Count d' Achẽ had in Pondi- 


the ſea for five years together; and it was no- 


condition than that of the Count d' Achẽ. 


The letters of Monſieur de Leyrit, which 


are juſt going to be exhibited, the reſolutions | 
of the Council of Pondichery, and the repre- 


ſenrations of the Count d' Eſtaing; all ſupport 
| P the 


ſquadron is reduced, with all the damage 
by the letters already produced, which were 
received after the two battles he had been ob- 


the Engliſb were afraid to come within cannon ſhot - 


of the diſtance they were at from him; to ſtcal 
to the Madagaſcar Iſlands, proteſting, withal, 


all theſe letters from the Count d' Achẽ, to in- 
ſiſt on his-not abandoning. the coaſt, and to 


dras? He had eight veſſels; the Engliſh had 
but ſeven. The Engliſh had as few reſources 
chery. The Engliſh had NOW been keeping 


torious, that their ſquadron was in a worſe 
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the reaſons, which Count Lally had to oppoſe 
the departure of the Count d' Ache. 


| wa 142 00137 © 001 2 
SEC TnL CAMPAIGN. 


LETTER IX. 


On board the Zodiack, the 1 os of A 
tember, M 


c 


AM at lege arrived, my dear General; 
not, indeed, as foon as I could have wiſh- 

ed, though, fortunately, time enough to let 
you have the ſlender ſuccours I have been able 
to force from the ifland of Mauritius. I em- 
ployed every means, without exception, that 
J could think of, to be able to join you in 
time. There are no folkeitations; no threats, 
that I had not recourſe to, ta haſten the work, 
though ſtill kept back, by the ill will and 
cafkilfulacf of 's parcel of fellows of every 
kind, upon whom it in ſome meafure depend- 
ed. For my part, alÞI could do was, to en- 
deavour to compenſate the delays, to which I 
was obliged to ſubmit. I was but nine and 
twenty days on the paſſage between Madagaſ- 
car and Ceylon; and after taking, at Trin- 
quemalet, ſuch precautions, as the good of my 
ſquadron” required, F no longer thought of 
* thing but you, and tre danger ag which 
I had 
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1 had reaſon to fear Pondichery was threatened. 
The 10th of this month, I had a very warm 
engagement with the Engliſh ſquadron, in 
the latitude of Tranquebar. We handled 
each other roughly. I received a dangerous 
wound. I ſend you ſome ſuccours, notwith- 
ſtanding. I let you have, with all my heart, 
ſome money I have on board my ſhips, in or- 
der to give you all the aſſiſtance in my power. 
What 1s ſtill more, I weaken my crews to re- 

inforce you with ſome European foldiers, and 
the greateſt part of my Blacks. But, then, it 

is all I can do: You have no more to expect 

from me. The ſeaſon advances: My ſhips are 

in bad order. I am going to hoiſt fail, my 

dear General; and I ſacrifice the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you to that of being the earlier on the 
coaſt next year. Adieu, my dear General. 

I embrace you with all my heart. 


Spied, d- AC HE. 


N E I AR R 8. en 
Such is the ſurpriſing letter written, after 
an abſence of thirteen months, by the Count 
d' Ach to Count Lally. In this letter, the 
Count d' Achẽ ſays, that he is juſt going to hoiſt 
fail for the Madagaſcar Iſlands, chat he is wil- 
ling to part to Count. Lally with ſome money 
he has got on board his ſhips; and that Count. 
12 e Lally 
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Lally has nothing more to expect from him. 
Now this money conſiſted in 400, ooo livres in 
ſpecie, and to the ſame amount in diamonds, 
in lieu of two millions, which the company had 
the year before deſtined for Pondichery; and 
half of which, had it not been detained at the 
Madagaſcar iſlands, would have enabled 
Count Lally to make himſelf maſter of 
Madras. | 


TheCountd'Ache agrees, that he could fore- 
ſee Pondichery was in danger. This dan- 
ger could be no other than that of being 
blocked up by the Engliſh ſquadron, which 
the 400,000 livres he was willing to part with, 
and the hundred and forty recruits he had 


brought for the company's COPE; could by 
no means prevent. 


Monſieur de Leyrit, the Council, and all 
the principal officers, repair on board the 
Count d' Achẽ, to prevail upon him to ſtay ; ; 
but the moſt they can obtain from him is a 
delay of four and twenty hours. This de- 
lay they avail themſelves of, to repteſent to 
him, that abandoning the coaſt is the ſame 
thing with devoting Pondichery to certain 
deſtruction. Count "Lally, on his ſide, ſends 
to acquaint the Count d' Ache, that the 
Engliſh were in full march to attack our army 
under Vandiwaſh, requeſting him to wait, 

& at 
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at leaſt, the iſſue of that event. He let him 
know, at the ſame time, that he had received 
diſpatches from Court, with orders to com- 
municate them to him. The reader vill be 
ſurpriſed at the Count d' Achẽ's anſwer. Here 
it is. | 


L * T T ER X. 


On board the Zodiack, the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1759. 


AM heartily concerned, Sir, that the 

dangerous wound I have received will not 
permit me to ſettle with you what ſteps it may 
be proper to take in our preſent circumſtances. 
It would give me thegreateſt pleaſure to be able 
to act in concert with you. It is what I have 
long wiſhed for; but I have let you and the 


Council know the mind I am now of, which no 
conſideration, certainly, could have made me 


alter, as, before I took my reſolution, I ma- 
turely weighed all the reaſons that could be 


brought againſt it. I Save engaged the Eng- 


liſh ſquadron, and diſabled it from attempting 
any thing till the next ſeaſon. I have brought 
to Pondichery the ſuccours I took under my 
convoy. I have even weakened my crews to 
reinforce the garriſon of that place to the heſt 

of my power. What more can I do? Muſt I not 


| look to the ſafety of my ſquadron by doing 


P 3 which 


/ 
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which, I ſhall do more for the fafety of 
Pondichery than my preſenee, hencefur- 
ward of no uſe, can do. Be perſuaded, Sir, 
that it is not for want of good will, I have 
taken this reſolution. I have as much as any 
man. But it is the advice of my Captains, it 
is prudence, it is my zeal for the good of the 


thing that moves me to it; a principle, which 
will never ſwerve from. 


J have the honour of being, 
N * <q * | * 


| Signed, d'ACH E. 


KH MAKER. 


Fhis letter is not in the affectionate ſtyle, 


with the preceding letter. The Count d' Ache 


had but juſt received the letter of the Coun- 


cil, by which they oppoſed his departure. 
He declares, that he bad diſabled the Engliſh 
ſquadron from attempting any thing till the-next 
ſeaſon. Why, therefore, did he leave the 
Engliſn maſters of the ſea; and by doing ſo 
give the Princes of the country reaſon to con- 
chude, that it was the Engliſh ſquadron which 
had diſabled the French ſquadron from keep- 
ing the ſea? Why did he not wait for the in- 
ſtructions from Court, which Count Lally had 
prders to communicate to an | 


The 
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The Engliſh knew no ſeaſons in the Indies. 
Fheir ſquadron never ceaſed, in whole or in 


part, winter or ſummer, to block up Pondi-- 
chery. The ſame expedients which they 


ufed to keep the coaſt, and yet eſcape 
the equinoctial © hurricanes, which are leſs 
frequent and leſs dangerous on this coaſt 


than on the coaſt of Britanny, wete propoſed 
to the Count d' Aché. The Count d' Aché 


pretends, that he has three times beat the 
the enemy; yet this enemy obliged him three 
times to fly the Indian ſeas; the laſt time 
never to thew * face there again. 


It will be granted, that victories in the In- 


dies very much reſemble defeats in Europe. 


Accordingly, the people of Europe may depend 
on their having ſeized the truth, when they have 


taken the very reverſe of all the accounts re- 
ceived from the Indies. Of this the proſecu- 


tion carried on. againſt Count Lally i is a ſtrik- 
ing inſtance. e 


On this ſudden departure of the Count 
d'Achè, the whole ſettlement aſſembled, and 
unanimouſly ſigned a proteſt, by which. hey 
render him alone reſponſible for the laſs of Pondi- 
chery, and threaten to apply to the King himſelf 
for juſtice againſt him. The currents had, in the 
mean time, carried him to the north. This proteſt 
118 reached him on the high ſeas, he holds 


Fs; a coun- 
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a council of war on board his ſhip; returns 
in five days to Pondichery ; comes aſhore for 
two days; loſes the fineſt opportunity of 
cruſhing the Engliſh ſquadron, which, think- 
ing him failed for the iſlands, appears in diſor- 
der the 27th at day-break in fight of Pon- 
dichery. In a word, he fails the 11ſt of Octo- 
ber neyer to return again; and on his ails 
writes the following letter. 


LETTER XI. . 
On board the Zodiack, the iſt of October, 1739. 


Moſt heartily congratulate you, my dear 

General, on the advantage our troops have 
this day obtained. No doubt, we have paid 
dear for it; but it is ſtill doing a great deal. 
I am going to repair your loſs by ſending you, 
five hundred men; we will, on our arrival at 
Mauritius, forward you all the ſuccours we 
can find there. You may depend on my 
not abandoning abr as | Jong as I can 
be of any uſe to it. | 


T muſt recommend to your kindneſs the 
officers, who go aſhore” with the ſailors. 1 
leave to yourſelf the manner in Went it mi 
be proper to treat them. n 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 


Signed, d: A C H E. 
Thi 
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This very moment I have received repre- 
ſentations from Monſieur de Leguille in re- 
gard to the men I give you. It is againſt his 
apinion. You may gueſs by this what diffi- 
culties I am under; ſince, to reinforce and 
oblige you, I act contrary to the opinion of 
a general officer of his majeſty's ſea forces. 
Monſieur de Gadeville will tell you the reſt. 


R E M AR E S. 


Count Lally had ſent Monſieur de Gade- 
ville on board the Count d' Aché with an ac- 
count of the victory mentioned in this letter; 
and had informed him of it an hour before 
by a diſcharge of one hundred pieces of can- 
non. The Count d'Ache was then preparing 
to hoiſt ſail. The gaining of a battle appeared 
to Count Lally a ſufficient motive to make 
the Count &Ache ſtop ; at leaſt, till all the 
circumſtances of the battle, and all the conſe- 
quences of the victory, could be aſcertained, 
that he might be able to carry the news to 
Mauritius, and from thence forward it to 
Europe by the firſt ſhips. This victory ſhould 
have engaged the Count d'Ache to come a- 
ſhore, and confer in perſon with Count Lally, 
then confined to his bed, and with the Coun- 
cil of Pondichery, in order to conſult with 
them on the means of turning it to ſome ac- 

count 
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count, by determining the princes of the 
country to declare themſelves, according 


to cuſtom, for the victorious party. And, 


in ſact, Baſſalet-Zingue, brother of Salabet- 
Zingue ſovereign of the whole country, was 
then in full march to join Count Lally, with 
12,000 men. But, hearing that the Count 


c Achẽ᷑ had abandoned the ſea, he turned back; 


and with the petty princes in the neighbourhcod 
of Pondichery, (who, fince they have had any 
Europeans upon the coaſt, know full well, that 
the ſuperiority of theſe Europeans over one an- 
other aſhore is ever decided by their ſuperiority 
at fea) continued neuter ; ſo that Count Lally 
reaped no kind of benefit from this victory. 


It muſt be owned, that the Count d' Achẽ 
actually ſent Count Lally 430 ſailors, or rather 
cabbin boys, the ſcum of his ſquadron. Ac- 
cordingly, 200 of them deſerted to the Engliſtr 
ſquadron; many of them ended their lives by 
the hands of the executioner; and go, with 
whom Count Lally garriſoned Vandiwaſh, let 
the enemy into it. The remaining 200 were 
thoſe who lay within the bound-hedge of 
Pondichery, when the Engliſh obliged Mon- 
ſieur Dure to retreat within it; and whom 
Monſieur Moracin has honour and honeſty 
enough to ſtile, the beſt troops in the Indies. 


Monſieur 
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_ Monſieur de Gadeville returns. Neither the 
zeal, with which the Count FAche, in his pre- 
ceding letter, ſays he was animated for the 
gd of the, thing nor even curioſity; nothing, 
in a word, as he himſelf had previouſiy de: 
clared, can make him alter the reſolution he 
had taken, after having farſt, well weighed all 
the reaſons that cauld be brought againſt it, 
One would be apt to imagine, that Count 
Lally and the Count FAche ſeryed 'two. dit, 
ferent maſters. _ 


CONCLUSION or REMARKS. 


| Fheſe remarks. may be coneluded by a very 
Sing contraſt. The Count d' Ache is de- 
feated on his arrival in the Indies. Count 
Lally takes Cudaloor, Fort St. David, and 
Devi-cottah, The Count fAche is defeated 
a ſecond time, and fails. for the Madagaſcar 
Iſlands. Count Lally, the day after his de- 
parture, makes himſelf maſter of Arcot, and 
all the places or forts. of that province, as far 4 

as Madras, in which he pens up the-Engliſh. 
The Count PAche receives a reinforcement of 
four ſhips; comes to Pondichery again at the 
expiration of thirteen months; is — a third 
time; abandons Pondichery and the Indies, 
never to ſhew his face there again. Count 
Ba puns a vere the yery day that the 
Count 
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Count d'Ache deſerts him; holds out Pondi- 
chery for ſixteen months, without ſhips, without 
men, without proviſions, without money, with- 
out any kind of ſuccours from the. Madagaſcar. 
Iſlands or Europe. Is it not, therefore, to be 
preſumed, that, if'Count Lally had been aſſiſted 
by the Count d'Ache, as the Engliſh General 
was by Admiral Pococke, Pondichery would 
never have experienced the fate to which ĩt was 
at laſt obliged to ſubmit ? To finiſh this pa- 
rallel in two words: the Engliſh-facrificed their 
ſquadron to take Pondichery ; the Count 
d' Achẽ would not ſo much as riſk his to fave it. 


EXTRACTS rRom Some LETTERS 
wRITTEN BY MONSIEUR DE LEYRIT 
ro COUNT LALLY, conctrninG THE 
REFUSAL OF THE COUNT D'ACHE” ro 
SAIL FoR MADRAS, AFTER THE REDUC- 

 T10N or FORT ST. DAVID. 


The r2th of Mar, 175 


ONSIEUR de LEYRIT, by * letter 
5 of this date to Count Lally, tells him, 
that the ſquadron of Monſieur d. Ache ſhould 
be the palladium of the company's ſettlements, 
and inſure the ſucceſs of all bis (Count Lally's) 
enterpriſes. He ſends Count Lally a copy of the 
letter, which he bad juſt received from the Count 
f arb in which the Count d Achi acquaints, bim, 
5 that, 


CO UNT LAL L X. 


that; the Engliſh being under ſail, they may poſſibly 
fall upon bim; that the crews f his ſhips are 
quite reduced; and that the 4 the * 
nn. all, bad not 200 men. 
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Monſieur de Leyrit agrees, that the ſafety 
of the Company's ſettlements, and the ſucceſs 
of Count Lally's enterpriſes, depend on the 
Count d'Ache's ſquadron. This loſs, which 
the Count d'Ache exaggerates to Monſieur de 
Leyrit, and the fear he expreſſes of the ene- 
my*s falling upon him, proves, that the Count 
d' Achẽ had not beat this enemy, as he wrote 
to Court he had. They prove, at the fame 
time, that the Count d'Ache could not, 
eighteen days after this, have propoſed to 
Count Lally to go and attack the 1 N 
ſquadron under Madras. 


The 18th of Marv, 1758. 


By his letter of this date, be acquaints 
im with the danger to which Karical was ex- 
poſed, threatened as it was by the Englifþ fqua- 
dron z and the neceſſity of . WM... 


R 1 A 


e r conſideration, der 
mined Count Lally to evacuate Seringham, a 


poſt 


Þy — — . _ * — 2 _ 
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poſt within land, in order to protect the coaſt, 
in lieu of the Count d'Athe's ſquadton, which 


vas unrigged: 


The 27th of Mar, 1758. 


By his letter of this date, he tells him, hat 
the Engliſh ſquadron could not double. Alam- 
Partwa. 


REMARK S. 


Count d' Ache, therefore, was not then in 


fight of the Engliſh ſquadron, as he ſays he 


was in his other letters of the ſame date. 


3 28th of Marv, 1788. x 


By his letter of this date, be informs him of 
the reſolution taken by Monſieur q Ache, to run 
in under the cannon of Pondichery. 


RE MAR E s. 


This was not, ceraalnly, acting like a man, 
who, as he himſelf affirms, four days after, 
that is the 2d of June, propoſed to Count 


Lally. to go EI: mum and beat 


em. c 
7 2 3 
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Tue goth of May, 1758. 


By his letter of this day, he ſays, hat Mon. 
fieur d Achè intended to remain at anchor, and 
wait for the enemy in that poſition ; that they 
Find it the greateſt difficulty in the world to get 
the ſailors together, who expreſs. a great deal of 
diſguſt and want of ſpirit ;, and he adds, God 
greſerve the ſquadran to us, for JI can foreſee 
nothing but ruin, in caſe we e ſhould be unhappy 
enough to loſe it. | 


. 


| Monſieur de Leyrit, therefore, could fore- 
ſee, from the firſt month of Count Lally's ar- 
rival, that without a ſquadron there was n 
expecting any ſucceſs in the Indies. The 
whole queſtion, therefore, is reduced to this; 
whether the ſquadron of the Count G Achẽ 

was lol we the Indies or not | 

1 

The 1ſt of June, 1758. 


In his letter of this date, he ſays, that Mon- 
fieur d. Ache had put to ſen thats morning, and 

_ that he (Monſieur de Leyrit) did not hear of it 

till noon; when be was gone; He adds; _ 


* _ nothing of tbe Engliſh ſuadron. 


\ 


59 
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EY in a ſecond letter of the ſame date, he 
ſays, that the Engliſh ſquadron bad not ſo much 
as appeared in the latitude of Alamparwa ; and 
that it lay to the ecard of that place. 


REMARK s. 


That is to ſay, nine or ten leagues to the 
leeward of Pondicherry ; and, of courſe, un- 
der an impoſſibility of getting there in two 
days. How, then, could the Count d'Ache 
and ſome ſuborned witneſſes have the face to ad- 
vance, that the Count d' Achè, by getting into 
the wind the iſt of June, in order to make 
he latitude of Fort St. David, had offered 
battle to the Engliſh ſquadron, and that the 
Engliſh ſquadron had refuſed it? | 


The 2d of Jux, 1759. 


By his letter of this date he ſays, that 
Monſieur d. Ache, by bis letter of the 1ſt of 
Fune, was for ſailing to Karical, thirty leagues 
to the Aan. 


A 4 AL 
The Count d'Achè had not as yet thought 
propes. to acquaint Count Lally with this reſo- 4 


lution, 
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which proves, that the Count d'Ache had 
not the taking of Fort St. David much at heart; 
an event he could not foreſee, when he took 
this reſolution. All Count Lally can ſay of 
the matter is, that this was not the courſe which 
led to the Engliſh ſquadron; and that the 
Count d' Achẽ, by ſteering a contrary one, f 
might have come up with the ns dur. 
2 — 1 1 


The 6th of Jul v, 1788. 


In his letter of this date, he =o that the 
Engliſh ſquadron was anchored at Sadras, 4 


place eighteen leafues to the leeward of Fort St. f 
David. 2 4 | | 


R E M ARK 8. 


The Count d' Ache was then at Karical, 
forty- four leagues from the Engliſh ſquadron; 
and Count Lally was maſter of Fort St. Da- 
vid and Devi-cottah. ” 


The 22d of Joux, 1758. 

1 l beg d d Gare,” he an des 

there was 4 report at Tranguebar of the Bng- 

tip * received a reinforcement of Aue | 
"WM fps =» | 
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Hips; that, if it was fo, Monſicur d' Ach would 
have reaſon to repent his not 1 big 1 
ſecond battle. 


The Count d' Aché was then come back 
to Pondichery, whither the Council had fu. 
moned him to return, The news of theſe 
five veſſels was falſe ; but the concern, which 
Monſieur de Leyrit fappoſes the Count d'A- 
che muſt be under, for not having riſked a 
ſecond battle, proves, that the Count d' Achẽ 
had been ſollicited to fail in queſt of the 
enemy. How, therefore, could the Count 
d' Ache depoſe, that, twenty days before, he 
had offered Count Lally to go and beat the 
Engliſh ſquadron under Madras? This ſqua- 
dron was but ten leagues from the Count 
d' Achẽ; it was come two thirds of the way 
to meet him. How, then, and in what re- 
ſpect, could the Count d' Achẽ ſtand in need 
of Count Lally's leave to go and beat it? 


The 27th of Juxx, 1758. 


In his letter of this date, he ſays, that the 
Count d Ache ſtill perſiſts in bis reſolution of re- 
turning to the Madagaſcu: Hands; and that 
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be daes not think OE 175 Council 
. | 


e 


Surely, this cannot be the Count Ach 
the ſame man, who depoſes that he offered 
Count Lally to fail, the 3d of June, for Ma- 
dras, and beat the Engliſh ſquadron; and 
yet, on the 27th of June, is for returning to the 
Madagaſcar. Iſlands. Count Lally had ſet out 
from Pondichery the 2oth of June, on the Count 
dAche's refuſal to fail againſt Madras; and, 
on the 25th, wrote to Monſieur de Leyrit, to 
deſire he might uſe his endeavours with the 
Count d' Achẽ to prevail on him to co-operate 
in the expedition againſt Madras. The Count 
d' Achè did not arrive at Pondichery till the 6th 
of May; and was, notwithſtanding, for return- 
ing to the Madagaſcar Iſlands the 27th of 
June; at which time he could not foreſee the 
engagement of the 5th of Auguſt, nor that he 
would have the worlt of it; 10 that no infe- 
rence can be drawn from his behaviour, but 
that he was already, at the expiration of ſix 
weeks, reſolved to abandon ane 


The a of hun 1788. 


By his letter bs, this date, he acquaints 
Count Lally, that he was ſtill employed in 
248 22 making 
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making the preparations required by him for the 
attack of Madras; and he adds, that My. Pi- 
got had requeſted him to advance his Engliſh 


Priſoners a month's pay, but that it was not in 
his power to do it. 


R E M AR E S. 


This letter proves that Count Lally never 
ceaſed thinking of Madras. It even proves, 
that Monſieur de Leyrit had ſquandered 
away three millions of livres in the ſpace of 
two months, ſince he could not advance ſo 
ſmall a ſum as between eight and nine thou- 
ſand to the Engliſh, whom Count Lally had 
made priſoners i in Fort St. David. | 


The 13th US 1758. 


In his letter of this date, he ſays, that be 
was ſtill entirely taken up with the preparations 
neceſſary for the fiege of Madras. 


REM AR K S. 


This letter, and that immediately prece- 
ding it, ſufficiently prove, that Count Lally 
did not refuſe the Count @Ache to e a- 
gain Madras, pela 


* 
. N 
41771 00 
—. >» 
- 
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* The 2ſt of Jui v, 1758. 


In his letter of this date, he ſays, hat he 
was at a loſs how to ſubfiſt the ſquadron ; and be 
complains, at the ſame time, of be want of 
ſubordination in the officers of the cempany s 
troops, and of the embezzlements committed by 
them in the poſts where they were ſtationed, 


vs R E M AR R 8. 


It is a ſure thing, that the Count d' Achẽ's 
ſquadron, which did not ſtir from the road 
of Pondichery, could not but eat up the 
neighbouring country, which it would not 
have done, had it ſailed for Madras. As to 
the embezzlements committed by the offi- 
cers of the company's troops, Monſieur de 
Leyrit had more than reaſon to complain of 
them. They are now, however, the beſt offi- 
cers-and the honeſteſt men living. 


The 26th of JuLy, 1758. 


In his letter of this date, he ſays, that Mon- 
 fieur d Achè, on the appearance of the Engliſh 
Squadron, had reſolved to run in under the 
walls of Pendichery. And Monſieur de Ley- 
rit adds to this letter of his another letter, 
which is not ſigned, in which it is ſaid, that 


230 
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it were to be wiſhed, that Monſieur d' Achi 
would ſail in queſt of the Engliſh ſquadron. 


RE MAR K s. 


Count Lally was then fifty leagues from 
Pondichery. Therefore, the Count d' Ache 
cannot ſay with truth, though he has not 
been afraid to depoſe it, that it was Count 
Lally, who put the Council of Pondichery 
upon engaging him to go in queſt of the 
Engliſh ſquadron. 


The 28th of Jury, 1758. 


In his letter of this date, he Fe that 
the Council of Pondichery had decided, that Mon- 
fieur d Ache Poo put to ſea. 


REMARKS. 


By what has already appeared, it muſt be 
evident, that no” ſmall ceremony was requi- 
ſite to make the Count d' Achẽ quit ſight of 
the ramparts of Faru berr. 


The 31ſt of Jobs 1758. 


By his letter of this date, be L 125 of 


the chimerical revolutions in the Dekan, of 
wh1 ch 
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which Meſſieurs de Buſſy and Moracin informed 


him ; and he adds, that the fears of theſe gen- 
tlemen could have no dangerous conſequences, if 
the þ bege of Madras had talen place at the 


time, that he (Count Lally) bad propuſed to 
tne to undertake it, 8 


"REMARKS. n 


wy 1s poſtible to prove more ey At 
Count Lally was for attacking Madras, after 


the ſiege of Fort St. David? This letter is 
dated the 31ſt of July. Fort St. David was 
taken the 2d of June. The propoſals of 
Count Lally and Monſieur de Leyrit, as like- 
wiſe the refuſal of the Count d' Achẽ, are 


of the 2d, 17th, and 18th of this ſame month. 


of June. It is thus, that Count Lally's ene- 
mies convict each other of falſcſhood and ca- 


The 4th of Aucusr, 1758. 


In his letter of this date, he fays : A the 
advantage the Engliſh could boaſt over the Count 
TG Ache was their remaining maſters of the field 
of baltle; for that they had been as IP 
ama as the French. | 


> of wt 
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wen "te AR K 8. 


„e 
„ 


There is an anachroniſm in this letter, 
which is dated the 4th. It ſhould be dated 
the 6th, the battle having been fought: the 
sth. This battle was, in fact, but a mere 
cannonade; and, in the three battles between 
the Count d' Achẽ and the Engliſh, there was 
not a ſingle ſhip taken or ſunk on either ſide. 
Monſieur d'Ache, indeed, loſt, the night of 
his retreat after the firſt engagement, a ſe- 
venty-four gun ſhip ; but the Engliſh con- 
tributed nothing to this loſs. * 


The ꝗth of Avcusr, 1758. 


In his letter of this date he foraks to him 
as follows : The delays you have met with in 
the fiege of Madras, which you could not fore- 
fee when you gave your orders to Meſfieurs de 
Buſy and Moracin, cannot but cauſe ſome 
alterations therein. 


REMARKS 


They, i in fact, cauſed a great deal, as Count 
Lally, who did not expect to be refuſed by 
the Count d' Ache, had given theſe two gen- 
tlemen notice, that he reckoned to beſiege 
Madras immediately after Fort St. David, Fe 
had ordered them to join him with a body of 
about 1300 men, which they had under their 

com- 
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command; and with the aſſiſtance of which he 
could have taken Madras He had informed 
the Court of this ſtep, and the Court had 
approved i it. But, on the Count PAches re- 
fuſing to co- operate with him, and reſolving 
to abandon the coaſt, he contented himſelf 
with raking about 400 men from them. The 
remaining 800 or goo were left in the pro- 


vinces, where theſe gentlemen commanded, to 


reinforce. the garriſon , of Maſuli-patnam, 
which, at Count Lally's arrival, had but 400 
men to defend it. It is neceſſary to obſerve 
this circumſtance, of which written evidence 
has been produced in the courſe of the trial. 
It ſerves to confound the impoſture of the 
witneſſes, who dare to depoſe, that Maſuli- 
patnam was taken in conſequence of Count 
Lally's ſtripping it of its garriſon. Maſuli- 
patnam was taken by ſurprize in April #7593 
and that in conſequence of the Count Aches 
refuſing to fail againſt Madras, and his a- 


1758. 


The h of Aucusr, 1758.) 


In his letter of this date, be ſpeaks. of 10. 
thing but the apprehenſions Monſieur 4 Ache 
was under, leaſt two fire-ſhips, with which be 
affected ta believe the Engliſh ſquadron Was 
provided, t ſet the French ſquadron on fire. 


R x: 


bandoning the coaſt che 2d of September 
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Monſieur de Leyrit was, no doubt, under 
2 miſtake; and the Count d' Ach could ex- 
preſs no ſuch apprehenſions after ſaying and 
writing, that he had handled the Engliſh as 
roughly as they had handled him; and that 
they did not dare to come within cannou ſhot 
of him. 


The 18th of Avovsr, 1758. 


Monſieur de Leyrit, in a letter of this date 
to Count Lally, makes uſe of theſe very ex- 


preſſions : . You will ſee, Sir, by this anſwer, 


the Count d Aches paſitive refuſal to go and at- 
tack the Engliſh ſquadron. The Council intend to 
do all that lies in their power, to oppoſe his de- 
parture ; and even to proteſt againſt him, in caſe 
he fhould perſiſt in his reſolution to ſail, before 
the bad ſeaſon makes it neceſſary for him to do 
fo. Though Monfitur d Acht appears determined 
not to put to ſea, in order to attack the Engliſh 
ſquadron with the ſuccours you offer bim; ne- 
vertheleſs, as I preſume it is neceſſary that 
he ſhould again leave the road, in order to 
riſe a third battle; or, at leaſt, to keep the Eng- 
liſb at bay; I reckon I ſhall be under a neceſſity 
of making freſh inſtances to him to-morrow, 
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"REMARKS 


It muſt appear very ſurpriſing, that ſo 
many inſtances ſhould have been requiſite, in 
the Indies, with a man, who depoſes at Paris, 
that he would not be ſuffered to go in queſt 
of the Engliſh, and beat them. Monſieur 
de Leyrit and the Council will not be ſuſ- 
pected of having taken ſo much pains with 
the Count ꝙ Ache, merely out of a compli- 
ment to Count Lally. The danger, there- 
fore, muſt have been very preſſing. | 


The 19th of Avevsr, 1758. 


In his letter of this Mol he ſays: I ſaw 
Monſieur q Ache this morning. I again preſſed 
him, but he would not yield to my arguments. 
All my inſtances were loft upon bim. Monſieur 
you can make any attempt upon Madras, 


R E M A R K 8. 


Monſieur de Leyrit gives his opinion here, 
in very expreſs terms, that, without Monſieur 
PAche, there was mo making any IT pon 
Madrus. 


od. . | 
20th, 
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The 20th of Aveusr, 1758. 


In his letter of this date, he ſays, that be 
expedted freſh ſuccours from Europe; and that 
he thought of nothing, day or night, but our 
fad condition.; and that it was _—_—_ for 
2 to * us any relief. 


REMARK s. 


It is very odd, that, after ſuch letters from 
Monſieur de Leyrit, people ſhould expect 
miracles from Count Lally, and conſider it as 


2 crime jn him that he did not work any. 


The 21ſt of Avovsr, 1758. 


In his letter of this date, he ſays, that he 
was ſtill in pain for Pondichery, having beard 
that 500 Engliſh were marched out of Madras, 
though he had then with him the Chevalier de 
Soupire with 1000 regular troops; not to ſpeak 
F the inhabitants, and the Count d. Ach#'s 
N which then wy in the road. 


In ſhort, Monſieur de Ln n 
Count Lally by another letter of the ſame 
date, that the Count d Acht, in ſpite of his 
inſtrufions, could not be prevailed on by the re- 
preſentations made to him that the fate of the 


colony 
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colony depended upon his ſtay, nor by the proteſts 
Tn 5; = Gen 
for more than five ng 22 


* — 
f * 1 
Lis © _ \ | E 
| R E M AR K 8. 


All Count Lally can add to theſe two 
letters is, that this ſame Pondichery, which, 
with 1000 men and the Count d' Achèẽ ſqua- 
dron, was frightened out of its wits by 700 
Engliſh, has pretended, that Count Lally, with 
700 men only, and without the Count d' A- 


che's ſquadron, ſhould not ſtand in any dread 
of 2200. 


The a and * of "the Coun- 
cil, produced in another place, may ſerve as 
a ſupplement to what has been ſaid in this, of 
the Count d' Achẽ's behaviour in the Indies, 
and of the aſſiſtance his ſquadron gave Count 
Lally's army. Count Lally does not inſiſt on 
this refuſal of the Count d' Ache to act a- 
gainſt Madras, but becauſe there was {till 
time enough to repair the loſſes that the 
company had ſuffered by the ination, in 
which Monſieur de Leyrit had, for eight 
mom . rarer the n. de 1 
pire. 161 | N 


GENE. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. , 


After peruſing theſe pieces, the public will, 
no doubt, be ſurpriſed, that Count Lally 
ſhould be charged with the ſmalleſt ſhare in 
the loſs of Pondichery. 


It was Father Lavaur, * 0 Council 
of Pondichery employed to draw up the re- 
preſentations made by the Council to the 
Count d Achẽ. Count Lally has the minutes 
of them in the harid-writmg of this father. 


F or five months W Count Lally had 
been ſtruggling between life and death, and 
was conſtantly removing from one part of the 
country to another, to ſee what effect a 
change of air would have upon him. Mon- 
eur de Leyrit ſpeaks in theſe repreſentations, 
as chief of the French ſettlements. They were 
carried to ſign to Count Lally, then rs 
to 1 bed. | | 


ls there a line, 4s 5 there'a word in theſe re- 
preſentations, which does not prove, that the 
Council, and the ſettlement in ral, were 
under the ſtrongeſt conviction, that the ſafety 
of Pondichery depended entirely on the Count 
d' Achẽ's ſquadron ? It is by theſe pieces Count 


Lally deſires tobe heard. They cannot but diſſi- 
pate 
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pate the  odious prejudices, which calumny 
has endeavoured to raiſe againſt him. 


Great, no doubt, muſt be the indignation 
of the public, when it hears, that thoſe men, 
who have ſurpriſed its credulity by a multi- 
tude of infamous libels againſt Count Lally, 
are the very ſame, Who have put their names 
to theſe acts againſt the Count d'Ache ; when 
it hears, that theſe very men, after having 
thus vented their rage againſt Count Lally; 
after having acted againſt him as informers 
and accuſers with the king and the miniſtry, 
have ſince had the face to appear as witneſſes 
againſt him ; that they are, in a word, thoſe 
very men, who, in all their depoſitions, have 
not only agreed not ſo much as to mention 
the name of the Count d Achẽ, though obliged 
to it by oath, on the complaints exhibited 
to the court, and its decree thereupon being 
read to them; but who have even affected to 
forget that the King had ſent a ſquadron to 
the Indies. The reign of impoſture is but 
ſhort. Count Lally hopes, that juſtice will 
revenge him of the colluſions of this cabal, 
and the calumnies with which it has been ſo 
long endeavouring to overwhelm him. 
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Sucher ACCOUNT | or uE HO | 
 SECUTION | CARRIED "on AGAINST 

© COUNT LALLY, o ms AKRVAL 
iN FRANCE To THE TIME OF HIS WRITING 
Tus PRECEDING PIECES. 


4 1 - 4 "2 
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˖ 10 UN T Lally took ſhipping at Mas 
— dras thi _—_ March, 1767; land- 
in England the 2 3d of September fol- 
eh and on de 27th of the next month 
8 to return to France: The 
firlt t > he did, after. his arrival in France, 
WAS 


COUNT LALLY. wt | 


give an account of his conduct. He pre · 
ſented a faithful picture of the crimes and 
abuſes, which had occaſioned the loſs” of 
Pondichery, and which it was in his power 
to prove by authentic pieces. But anſwer 
was made him, that to undertake the exa- 
mination and diſcuſſion of theſe different ob- 
jects, it was neceſſary to wait the return of 
the Council of Pondichery. Nevertheleſs, 
the members of this Council, perſuaded that 
Count Lally, when arrived in Europe, would 
lay open their miſdeeds, had moſt carefully 
applied themſelves to find out the means of 
warding off fo terrible a blow. Excited by 
a ſpirit of revenge and the deſire of impuniry, 
they had availed themſelves. of the ſtay, al» 
lowed them in the Indies after the commanderꝰs 
departure, to forge ſeveral pieces, which were 
to ſerve as a baſis to the blackeſt calumnies. 
Father Lavaur preſided at their e and 
directed all their ſteps. 42 


A verbal proceſs of the 3 Ks. 
chery, and what happened during laſt days of 
the blockade, and at the ſurrender of the placs, 
holds the firſt rank amongſt theſe clandeſtine 
pieces. It is ſaid in this act, that it was 
paſſed in the bouſe of Monſieur Law, and in the 
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proceſs is. ſubſcribed by the Governor and 
Council of Pondichery; who, no doubt, 
meint to give; more weight and authority to 
it, by getting it ſigned by Monſieur Mathon, 
Procurator of the Foreign Mifſionsz brother 
Dominick, aCapuchin, and Apoſtolical Viear 
Re e of de Jigs 


This piece is eee n — 
approvets - They alter the truth in it in 
every eſſential circumſtance. They conceal 
and diſguiſe ſuch: facts and papers as con- 
tribute to the juſtification of the General; and 
take a great deal of pains to gain belief to 
the infamous and ſcandalous reports, which 
the Council ſelf made it its buſineſs to 
propagate in Pondichery, with a view to 
perſuade the inhabitants, that Count Lally 
wanted to facilitate to the Engliſh the approaches 
neceſſary to aſſault the. place, and give up all 
the inhabitants 10 be PE * ay to the 
ſword. 1 | 1:24 


This verbal 5 Was e, 5 12th of 
February 2761, to the Council of the Iland 
of Mauritius, to be from thence forwarded to 
che Company. The authors of this ſcandalous 
piece. have been. ſince heard 1 In teſtumony A- 
gainſt Count Lally, and have left on record, 
in eee N ce ; 


* — | . They 


They, at the ſame time, drew up ſeveral 
other verbal proceſſes relative to the events, 
which had happened in the Indies, 
Count Lally's reſidence there. Theſe works 
of darkneſs,” the dates of which are more 
than liable to ſuſpicion, and which never 
appeared any where but in Europe, betray, 
every. one of 8. the IPA 7 8 eh . 


Boe WE Cabal did not canine itself to 
the drawing up of theſe obſcure pieces. The 
enemies of Count Lally had formed the hor- 
rid project of blackening him, if poſſible, in 
the eyes of the whole univerſe, by charging him 
at once; with cowardice and treachery, - For. 
this purpoſe, the Council of Pondichery en- 
paged the Governor of Madras to print and 
publiſh-a Manifeſto, ſetting forth his motives 
for demoliſhing the fortifications and houſes 
of Pondichery. ks 


To this piece were added ſeveral others re- 
lating to the blockade of Pondichery; and, 
likewiſe, the declaration Count Lally ſent to 
Colonel Coote before the ſurrender of that 

to that declaration; and the ſeparate repre- 
ſentations of Monſieur de Leyrit and Father 
Lavaur, to prevent the deſtruction of Pon- 
dichery. This Jeſuit took upon him to ſee 
| R 2 that 
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that the work was properly printed, and 
even ſupplied the Engliſh with Printers and A 
Printing houſe. 5 3 | | 


7 20 


In the margin of Count Lats declara- 


and him. The mention made in the be- 
ginning of it of the taking of Chandernagor, 
as à violation of the treatiſes of neutrality, 
is ſtiled low and weak. They accuſe him, in 
the following notes, of having ſurrendered the 
town at diſcretion, without endeavouring to 
obtain any favourable conditions for the in- 
habitants. Nay, they carry their impudence 
to ſuch a height as to affirm, that favourable 
conditions. would have been-granted to him, 
had he aſked a capitulation before the trenches 
tvere opened; and even afterwards, bad be only 
made a form of ah da one or two . 
e Jac! 8 2 
"Haw 4 is it poſſible, r the faithful ac- 
count given of the cir umſtances of the 
capitulation, not to loſe patience at the 
ſight of this note-maker's impoſture ? Is it 
not enough to recollect what has been in- 
conteſtably proved by authentic pieces? iſt. 
That Count Lally did all that lay in his 
power to forward the Dir, of a mixt coun- | 
dil in order to end ſeriouſly on a ca- 
pitulation, 
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pitulation, whilſt it was poſſible to obtain any 
tolerable conditions.  2Qy, That the Covi 
of Pondichery, conſidering this ftep*which 
Count Lally adviſed, as too haſty and precipi- 
tate, thought proper to wait to the laſt extremity, 
and declared this their opinion and reſolution 
to him in expreſs terms. 3dly. That this fatal 
moment being arrived, the General aſſembled 
a council of war com poſed of the comman - 
ders af all the ſeveral corps, who approved 
the capitulation by opinions written and 
ſigned by themſelves, and containing - their 
motives for thinking of it as they did; 
and even acknowledged, that the place was 
at the laſt gaſp. and had no kind of ſub- 
ſiſtence left. 4thly. That, in theſe" critical 
moments, and when it was impoſſible to 
hold out any longer, Count Lally required 
for the garriſon and the inhabitants every thing, 
chat the circumſtances of the place left him 
any pretext to inſiſt upon. What, therefore, 
are we to think of the author of theſe notes, 
Who has thus ared to miſrepreſent well 
| Known facts; facts, Which the Count has 
p f mukitude @ Win ane 
rc used addreſſed k Moriiur 
i he Leyrit to the Governor of: N adras wear 
equal marks of falſehood and deceit. He; in 
| them, bas the face to advance, that Count 
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Lally crote to Colone! Coote, who commanded 


the Engliſh troops, io invite him to come the day 


following and take poſſeſſion of our plate. Mon- 


fieur de Leyrit puts ſeveral captious queſtions 
in the ſame paper, by way, he muſt be ſen- 


ſible, of fiſhing for ſuch anſwers, as might 
authorize the informations of the council N 
n againſt the French General. 


But all theſe machinations, for. from pro- | 


ducing. the advantage which their authors 
hoped to derive from them, have only ſerved 
to throw new light upon Count Lally's 
defence. Three things ought to be allowed 
him as unqueſtionably eſtabliſhed, even by 
the words of the Manifeſto publiſhed Fi the 
Council of Madras. | 


The firſt is, that, whatever conditions might 
have been required, and even obtained from 
Colonel. Ccote, the ſparing of the fortifica- 
tions of Pondichery could not poſſibly have 
been of the number. The decree for that pur- 
pole. had been irrgyocably pronounced by the 
Engliſh Company. This appears plainly by 
the Manifeſto, which contains the ſpeech of 
the Governor of Madras to the Council of 
Pondichery. We ſhall nom, ſaid Mr. Pigot, 


, © day before you the orders dye have received from 


the Directors of the Company we ſerve. Behold 
in what terms they expreſs themſelves. Ir 


IT 


: 
; 
I 
: 
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iT 'sf10vzD EVER BE YOUR GOOD ForunE ro 
TAKE ANY OF THE FRENCH/SETTLEMENTS, we | 
GIVE vob POSITIVE: an TO RAZER TRR 


enn; -OF THEM. 8 MN 8 


wy 80 ee ly nene TY 

that the Manifeſto, and the pieces annexed - 
to it, radically deſtroy the infamous ſuſpi- 
cion, which the Council of Pondichery has 
ſince endeavoured to eſtabliſh, of an under- 
ſtinding between Count Lally and the Eng- 
liſh. To be convinced of this, one need only 
read the anſwer made to the ———— 
of Father Lavaur by Monfieur Pupré, ap- 

pointed Governor of Pondichery ſince . 
taking of the place. They contain the bit- 
rereſt complaints of Count Lally's' harſhneſs 
to ſuch of the Engliſn as had fallen into his 
hands, and of the rigorous treatment he Was 
reſolved to give the feſt, in caſe he had ſuc- 
ceeded in his enterprises agamſt them. 7 
could alled ge, theſe are the very wofds of the 
Engliſh Gbrernor, the harſh nage it appears 
they were to rective; I could lay Befort * you, as 
proofs of you Gtneral's rigour, Mumberleſs in- 
Aances of the-feverity, I thight call it cruelty, 
with which he bas treated ſuch of my countrymen 
- had the 'misformme to come under bis power, 
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illands of Mauritius and Bourbon; and thus, 
in conſequence of this Jong reſiſtance, cheſs 
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Theſe fo violent exclamations againſt, Colint 
Lally's behaviour are evidently - 


pondence with the enemy and of treaſon, in- 


_ vented by his enemies in ſupport of a deſpe- 


rate cauſe, and when they found, that all the 
informations, in which they charged him with 
n WEE. mn by, a 


een | e bg Fivrodil 
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* oe 1 Cone by the fame Mas 
nifeſto, that the Engliſh had formed the pro- 
jet of making . themſelves maſters of the 
ilands of Mauritus and Bourbon. The con- 
queſt of theſe ſettlements was recommended 
in the ſtrongeſt terms to the ſecret Committee 
of Madras, by a letter of the 23d of No- 
vember 1759. It even appears, that, at the 


time this letter was written, they took. it for 


granted in London, that. their forces were 
in poſſeſſion of Pandichery., But, by; its 
holding out to. the, laſt extremity, they did 


not get poſſeſſion of it till the 16th. of  Ja- 


nuary 1761; when, it was 100 late for the 
Engliſn to execute any enterprize on the 


precious eſtabliſhments, which will ever re 
mainrhe key to the Indies, re been preſerved 


ta France. 


. Beſides 


ahle with the horrid ſuſpicions .:of corral. 
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Beides theſe acts, ef Which we have been 
— an account, the Council of Pondi- 
chery, before its departure from that place, 
wrote a" great many letters t Tan in 
which Count Lally was painted in the black- 
eſt colours. The authors of the Cabal en- 


penly declared againſt Count Lally, to write 


likewiſe, and in the ſame ſtile, All theſe Ii. 


bels, containing the moſt ſhocking pictures 
of Count Lally, were addreſſed to Monſieur 
de Buſſy, who took care to have them'circu- 


lated in Paris, in order to prepare the way for 


cater impoſtures, and create a general indig- 


by 


hg EDD as the en of he's Conc of 


Pondichery arrived in London, they thought 


proper to ſend before them to Paris Monficut 
Landiviſiau, with orders to rail againſt CS 
Lally to the utmoſt of his Power; and he 
played his part perfectly well. The court 
and city ſoon reſounded with his cries, "Many 
perſons can till remember the exceſſts* to 


Which he ſuffered His paſſion to carry um | 


and, particularly, the following words, "which 
be! was not afraid to utter publicly at Fon- 
rainebleau, «That either he or Count Lally 
8 come to the block.“ But his 8 
d 


gaged the Viſeount de Fumel, who had - 
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tion failing him, he lowered his note on the 
trial. It may even be ſaid, that, on this oc- 
caſion, he made ſome kind of reparation t6 
Count Lally, by declaring in his depoſition, 
and at his confrontation, that he did not 
mean to infer from the facts he had men- 
tioned any kind of treaſon in the General. 
The progreſs of this defamation was extreme- 
ly rapid. It was levelled equally at the ci- 
vil and military ann of Count 11 5 


Count Lally ſpared 1 no wg” to diſſipate 
entirely the ſcandalous reports ſpread a- 
gainſt him, He offered to juſtify, as far as it 
could be expected, all his operations in the In- 
dies. But he was told, that theſe matters could 


not be examined til} the Council of Pondi- 
chery was Ferurtied. 


At length, this Council nel in Paris. 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the number and 
variety of the intrigues put in practice in 
this city by theſe ſlanderers and their emiſ⸗- 
| faties. F requent aſſemblies, ih which they 
contrived: and agreed upon the moſt odious 
imputations againſt Count Lally ; ; ahony- 
mous libels, in which theſe abominations were 
recorded; ſuch were the methods, towhichthey | 
had recourſe to impoſe upon the public and the 
ſtock-holders, Father Lavaur, who had ſo well 

| ſerved 
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d this cabal of flanderets in the 2 
was their Council and Director in Paris. 


It i is proper to take botice, in thus place, 
of an important N by which the Per. 


clearly ſeen, He compoſed in the Indies two 
different memolrs. The firſt extolled "Count 
Lally to the lies; the ſecond Was A defa- 
matory libel againſt him. We can name one 
perſon 1 in Pate, by whom the firſt was 
ſeen in the Indies; ; it is the Marquis de 
Montmorenci ; and this nobleman can aſ- 
ſert, that it ſpoke very favourably | of the 
firſt expeditions . of Count Lally, of which 
the Marquis Himſelf was a witneſs. It is 
probable, that one or the other only of theſe 
Memoirs was to make its appearance as cir- 
cumſtances ſhould require. Phe commodious 
doctrine, Which permits che ſupportiug of 
contraries, never received TY more happy ap- 
e eee e ee 

When this jebi was 70 of 4 TO 
of the Cabal, and of the almoſt Weed 
odium it had excited in Paris ag galnſt Count 
Lally, he no longer heſitated to fide o pefily 
with the Re Eilat of his libel 
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tended. to the Miniſter of the finances, who 
at firſt ſeemed to approve the complaint which 
he intended toexhibit ; but, notwithſtanding, 
ordered him to. ſtop his NG, and Fr 
miſed to do him juſticdse. 


In the mean time, Count Lally's enemies 
took advantage of his ſteddy ſilence to 
credit to their impoſtures. They found it an 
eaſy matter to inliſt in their ſervice about 
fifty officers or ſervants of the company, 
whom intereſt rendered dependent upon 
them. Many of theſe officers and ſervants of 
the Company were, beſides, perſonally exaſ- 
perated againſt Count Lally, either becauſe 
he had attempted to put a ſtop to the mal- 
practices of ſome of them in their civil 
employments, or found himſelf under a ne- 
ceſſity of inflicting military puniſhments on 
others for military offences. The afſem- 
| bled very exactly in a private houſe, which 
| ferved them for a place of rendezyous. Here 
the ſeyeral actors, who were to appear on 
the ſtage againſt him, received their parts. 
At the iſſue of theſe conferences they ſpread 
: themſelves over the coffee houſes, the pub- 
lic walks, and all che other places of general 
reſort in Paris, where they boldly uttered 
_Falfehoods, which it was not in the power of 
any one to contradict. They even raiſed a mob, 


- which had the impudence to inſult Count Lally 
under 
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under his windows ; inſomuch chat he was 
obliged to have recourſe to public 2 
to put a ſtop to theſe diforders. It is, ne- 
vertheleſs, the authors of all theſe doin 88, 


who have been fince agmifred | to give evi- 
dence againſt him, | agate 


© In ſpite of the groſs contradi&ions 'i into 
which many of them have fallen, it is plain, 
that it could be only to execute a formal con- 
ſpiracy, that ſo great a number of informers 
united againſt him. It is even certain that 
moſt of their depoſitions are but mere ex. 
mr from Father Lavaur's Memoirs, which 
are, as it were, the dictionary of all the calum- 
he uttered in the courſe of this proſecution. 


The Council of Pondichery, after having 
put ſo many ſprings in motion to raiſe 4 
general clamour againſt Count Lally, choughr 
they might now venture upon an attempt of 
another order, by declaring themfelves pub- 
lickly the accuſers of this Commander. "They 
preſented the Miniſter of che Finances 2 
Memorial containing the 2 grievous im- 
putations againſt him, and accompanied wich 
a letter, in which they declared, that The | 
Council and the wretched fettlement of the Indies 
were, from firſt to laſt cruſhed under the aut bor- 
ity of a deſpotic maſter," who had 1 1 ber 
* 10 all the laws of pxuveNte, Web. 
nh Of ansb aqa wit bs f Colter 
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NP EVEN HUMANIPY ; adding, that Count 
Lally, was, alone, accauntable for the whole 
BSewaraſhip aud adminiſtration, as well of thy 
interior ar the evterier concerns of the Company; 
and, liecviſe, for all the revenues of the lands 
and territories poſſeſſed by the Cimtpany x : 
that he was accountable for the loſs of Pondi- 
thery, fince it bad ſurrendered merely for want 
of ' proviſions, and he albue had in bis hands 
the means of ſupplying it; viz. 'money io purs 
chaſe them ; the fruits of the Company's lands ; 
tht produce of cue crops * . 


kal 10 protect man 


The Council. ileal take tadaides 
ptavti to be true, which, however, have been 
ſince proved falſe by written evidence, pomiſed 
to clear up and eſtabliſi manyothers; and made 
uſe of theſe words: You will not find in our Me: 
morial, my Lord, à detail of all the ſums be 
remitted to Europe by the hands of the Danes, 
the Dutch, and even the Engliſh: This will 
appear hereafter. We have made it a law 
with ourſelves not to mention any facts in this | 
Memorial, but ſuch as are charly made out. 


L 


In fine, the Council alas i to iel 2 
draw an biftorical picture of bis military ope- 
rations; affirming, that there were nine capital 
articles which proved ſomething more than mere 


want of capacity. 


T6 
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imputations relate chiefly;to extortions and em- 
bezzlements ſaid to be committed by Count 
Lally. But, if the innocence of his conduct is 
eſtabliſhed by unqueſtionable proofs in writing, 
moſt: of which. too are the work of thoſe 
who accuſe him; if there is not to he found, 
in the voluminous report of the enquiry 
made into his conduct, the ſlighteſt trace 
of the extortion laid to his charge; if, on 
the contrary, this report makes equally evi- 
dent both - his probity and difintereſted- 
neſs, and the criminal miſconduct of his 
adverſaries; what judgment ought the 
public 0 form of a Cabal of impoſtors, 
who have conſpired to propagate ſuch in- 
famous falſehoods? In what light muſt his 
judges conſider the promiſe made, four years 
ago, by thoſe who have informed againſt 
him, but which has not as yet been, and 
never will be, made good, to produce an 
account of the ſums which he remitted to 
Europe by the hands of the Danes, the 
Dutch, and even the Engliſh ? What indig- 


nation can be adequate to fuck, black and 
wicked impoſtures ? 


The libel, which - contained them, was | 
only a recriminatien formed and ſupported 
by the ſlanderers, to divert the thunder rea- 
a Os on their own heads, and to eſ- 

cape 
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cape a proſecution, with which they themſelves 
were threatened. They knew that Count 
Lally had long ſince given information of 
their miſconduct; and offered to exhibit the 
proofs of it. The Directors had communi- 
cated to them the Memorials relating to it, 
which they had received from Count Lally. 
They had examined them at their leiſure, 
and, in order to elude an enquiry, the con- 
ſequences of which they had ſo much reaſon 
to fear, they imputed to the Count the ſelf- 
fame exceſſes, of which he had accuſed them- 
ſelves and hadit.1 in EI ee 


"Dirt in nende of this ſyſtem they 
minted, that Count Lally was, alone, ac- 
countable for all the money that had been 
brought from Europe, as well' as the re- 
venues of the ſettlement, and the whole of 
the effeQs laid up in the magazines. | 


But one 1250 47 9250 count Lally's 1 Jews 
ters to the company, and the papers he ex- 
hibits, to be convinced, that the Councit was 
accuſed, and even convicted, of theſe embez- 
zlements, with which they reproach Count 
Lally with equal raſhneſs and falſehood ; 
that all theſe diſorders proceeded from a vi- 
cious adminiſtration, which had ſubſiſted a 
x bor before Count Lally ſet his foot in 

the Indies, and the proofs of which the 
— Company 


cS#NtT * * 


Sen bad under its eyes, in the re- 
5 and accounts of i its treaſurers. Ad | 
t the Council, in imputing to Count Lally 
alone the joſs of the Indies,” contradict 
itſelf, finde it had maintained i in the national 
proteſt; which has been cited, that the Count 
FAche, by abandoning the coaſt; had tens 
dered himfelf alone anfwerable for all the 
misfortunes of the ſettlement, "Oe AE a. 


The Windes of the Council, Hottie 
by the ſucceſs of theſe their firſt proceed< 
ings againſt Count Lally, dect a pe- 
tition to the King, beſeeching his Majeſty to 
appoint" the tribunal, in which a criminal 
proſecution might be carried on againſt him. 
Count Lally was at the ſame time inform- 
ed, that they had obtained; an order for 
confining him in the Baſtile. The liberty 
he ſtill enjoyed alarmed his enemies. They 
apprehended, that, as long as he was in the 
way of being informed of their intrigues and 
ſiniſter practices, he might too caſily find 
means to baffle them. Count Lally,. though 

thus timely warned of the diſgrace which they 

were preparing for him, took no pains to 
avoid it. On the contrary, preferring a con- 
finement, the rigour of which he foreſaw 
without ſuſpecting the length of it, to a 
flight, which thoſe, who informed. againſt 
ws —_ „ no doubt, avg, conſtrued into 
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a tacit acknowledgement. of the juſtice of 
their imputations, he repaired to Fontain- 
bleau, in the month of November 1762, and 
there did himſelf the honour to write the 
Duke de Choiſeul the following letter, in 
which, one may cafily diſcover the language 
of innocence and truth, and that noble 
confidence, which a blameleſs conduct alone 
can inſpire. 


My Lord, xi 

The rumours, which prevail in Paris, 1 
bange me here. My enemies will never 
be able to terrify me, ſince I depend on my 
own innocence, and am, ſenſible of your 
equity. The King is maſter of my liberty, 
but my honour is under the ſafeguard of 
the laws, of which he is the protector. I 
do not aſk you, my Lord, who are my ſlan- 
derers ; I know them; but what their ſlan- 
ders are, that J may obviate them, and re- 
pel them with fuch proofs, as will cover 
the authors of them with ſhame. I have 
brought here my head and my innocence, 


ang all continue here to wait 1 orders. 


"+ a - 4 


wy . am av 


2 K his is not, we int upon it, the Mile 
of a man, Who had forgot himſelf ſo far, 
as to commit extortion and bay: his coun- 
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try. However, Count Lally was arreſted, 
and conducted to the Baſtile. His con- 
finement was matter of triumph to his ene- 
mics, who, upon it, became more clamour- 
ous than ever. They advanced in their 
clandeſtine Memoirs, that Count Lally's 
military conduct proved e more than 
mere _ capacity. © 


But thiol ſoon openly. 8 him of 
High Treaſm. Their emiffaries propagated 
this calumny, and even went ſo far as to 
calculate the millions he had receive for 
much Dee * | 


- Fifteen months: elapſed plats Count 
Lally was interrogated. . And all this time 
he was kept in the dark in regard to the 
tribunal, to which he might have recourſe 
to confound his flanderers. , But the death 
of Father Lavaur put an end to his luſpence. 
Monſieur l' Abbe Terray, the Parliament 's 
Commiſlary, in taking an inventory of this 
Jeſuit's papers, found amongſt them the 
defamatory libel of his, which we have fo 
often mentioned. This libel was put into 
the hands of the Attorney General, who 
Exhibited a charge againſt, Count Lally of 
extortion, oppreſſion, abuſe of authority, and 
even High Treaſon. An arret was thereupon 
iffued, which referred the proſecution to tlie 

82 i Chate- 
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a tacit acknowledgement of the juſtice of 
their imputations, he repaired to Fontain- 
bleau, i in the month of November 1762, and 
there did himſelf the honour to write the 
Duke de Choiſeul the following letter, in 
which one may cafily diſcover the language 
of innocence and truth, and that noble 


confidence, which a blameleſs conduct alone 
can inſpire. 


«© My. Lord, 
The rumours, which prevail in Paris, hane 


vronghs me here. My enemies will never 


be able to terrify me, ſince I depend on my 
own innocence, and am, ſenſible of your 
equity. The King is maſter of my liberty, 
but my honour is under the ſaſeguard of 
the laws, of which he is the protector. I 
do not aſk you, my Lord, who are my ſlan- 
derers; I know them; but what their lan» 
ders are, that J may obviate them, and re- 
pel them with fuch proofs, as will cover 
the authors of them with ſhame. I have 
brought here my head and my innocence, 
and all continue here to wait your orders. 


44 * = 


I am &c,” 


This is not, we infiſt upon it, the ſtile 
of a man, Who had forgot himſelf ſo far, 
as to commit extortion and betray his coun- 
a: + 1 : try. 
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try. However, Count Lally was arreſted, 
and conducted to the Baſtile. His con- 
finement was matter of triumph to his ene- 
mies, who, upon it, became more clamour- 
ous than ever. They advanced in their 
clandeſtine Memoirs, that Count Lally's 
military conduct proved muh more 
mere want 4 capacity. | | 


But 455 ſoon openly 8 him of 
High T! abe Their emiſſaries propagated 
this calumny, and even went ſo far as to 
calculate the millions he had received for 
bang. W e 10 - 
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Lally was interrogated. And all this time 
he was kept in the dark in regard to the 
tribunal, to which he might have recourſe 
to confound his flanderers. , But the death 
of Father Lavaur put an end to his luſpence. 
Monſieur I Abbe, Terray, the, Parliament's 
Commitlary, in taking an an inventory of this 
Jeſuit's papers, found amongſt them the 
defamatory libel of his, which we have fo 
often mentioned. This libel was put into 
the hands of the Attorney General, who 
exhibited a charge againſt Count Lally of 
extortion, oppreſſion, abuſe of authority, and 
even High Treaſon. An, arret was thereupon 
iffued, which referred the proſecution to the 

* : Chate- 
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The Lieutenant-Criminel took ſome de- 
poſitions. But it was conſidered, on the one 
hand, that an affair, which contained de- 
tails of the greateſt extent, ought not to 
be left to two degrees of juriſdicton; and, 
on the other hand, that, Count Lally having 
firſt | exhibited complaints againſt thoſe 
very perſons who had now impeached 
him, it was proper to ſet on foot a general 
enquiry into all the crimes and abuſes, 
which might have contributed to the lob 
of the Indies. Accordingly, a commiſ- 
ſion iſſued the 12th of January 1764, by 
which the King, © afſuming to himſelf, as 
far as there might be occaſion, the complaints 
if already exhibited, and the proceedings al- 
oi ready had thereupon, referred to the Great 
WW Chamber fully aſſembled the cognizance' of 
all the crimes and abuſes, which might 
have been committed in the Eaſt Indies, re- 
ative to the Government and Trade of the 
India Company, as well before as ſince the 
ſending of the troops there under Count Lally, 

in order that the ſaid crimes and abuſes, with 
| all their circumſtances and dependencies, may 
5 8 enquired into in the faid Great Chamber 
. at the ſuit of the Attorney General, and the 
pro- 
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proſecution for them there carried on and ter- 
minated againſt the PERSONS GUILTY 
THEREOF, THEIR ACCOMPLICES, 
AND ADHERENTS, ACCORDING TO 
THE RIGOUR OF THE LAWS,” 


The motive for iſfuing this commiſſion, 
ſufficiently evident in itſelf, is thus be 
in the preamble. As in a great number o 
Memorials preſented to us 
it has been ſet forth, that theſe ſo numerous, 
and, at the ſame time, ſo fatal loſſes, had been 
occaſioned by embezzlements, extortions, miſ- 
applications of the public money, .. . . . our 
juſtice requires, that theſe delinquencies 
ſhould be judiciaily inquired into,” 


Thus, as it appears by the very terms of 
this Commiſſion, the object of it was merely 2 
to diſcover the crime, by whomſvever it 
might have been committed, It was not 
levelled at any particular perſon ; it was to 
take in all the crimes and abuſes, in general, 
committed in the Eaft Indies, relative to the 
Government and Trade of the Company, as well 
before as fince the ſending . the troops there 
under Count Lally, | 


On the 12th of July 1764, a new Com- 
miſſion iſſued, importing, at the ſame time that 
it directed that of the 12th of the preceding 

8 3 month 
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month of Fanuary fo he carried into execution, 
that the proſecution begun by the Lieutenant-Cri+ 
mine . . . ſhould be continued, carried on; and termi- 
nated, as bell againſt. . ert e his 
accomplices, c. 


$4 hs 


The firſt Commiſſion of the 12th of os 
ary 1764, is referred to in the preamble of 
this ſecond Commiſſion ; and it is added; · the 
King has been ſince informed, that, ſo early as 
the 6th of July 1763, the Attorney General 
had obſerved, on occaſion of ſeveral pieces 
found at Father Lavaur's, that there might 
reſult from ſome, of the ſaid pieces againſt 
le Sieur de Lally a great number of facts 
of the greateſt importance, and reduceable to 
certain heads, ſuch as abuſes of authority, 
miſdemeanours, extortions, embezzlements, 
and other crimes, even of High Treaſon ; 
that he had exhibited 2 complaint thereof, 
of which he had act by the Arret of 
the 6th of July 1763, which rc ferred to the 
Chatelet the proſecution of the faid Sieur de 
Lally, his accomplices and adherents, . 
that, in execution thereof, ſeveral witneſſes 
had been heard by the Lieutenant-Crimi- 
nel; and that it appears neceſſary, that 
theſe proceedings ſhould be likewiſe conti- 
nued, carricd on, and terminated, in execution 
of the Commiſſion of the 12th of January 
1764, as well againſt the faid Sicur de Lally d 
as his agcomplices, &c.“ 
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This laſt Commiſſion injoins, by a ſpe- 


cial'clauſe, the execution of the firſt. But 
it is abſolutely neceſſary to obſerve, that 
theſe judicial proceedings have been con- 
fined to the imputations againſt Count 
Lally and his pretended accomplices. No 
enquiries have been made into the abuſes, 
of which he had himſelf firſt complained; 
and which prevailed in the Indies, as well 
before as fince the ſending of troops there 
under his command. Theſe abuſes had 
been committed. by ſeveral of the perſons 


employed by the Company in its ſettle- 


ments; moſt of whom, after making their 
depoſitions, returned to theſe ſettlements, with 
certificates atteſting that nothing could be 
laid to their charge. This advantage they 

would never have enjoyed, if, ee 
to the firſt Commiſſion, the proſecution had 
been carried on againſt them; ſince, in that 
caſe, the proofs, which Count Lally could 
produce againſt moſt of them, would have 


laid the Judges under a neceſſity of iſſuing 


warrants to apprehend them. Thus Count 


Lally, a man honoured with the titles of 


Commander and King's Commiſlary, was 
the firſt to give information of crimes and 


abuſes, which he offered to eftablith by 


point-blank proofs. But no regard was 
paid to his information. He has, alone, cx- 
Fa the rigour of a proſecution; and this 

8 4 | proſecution ; ; 
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proſecution had no other foundation than a 
recrimination contrived by his enemies. A 
addreſſed to the Miniſtry by the Council 
of Pondichery; an anonymous libel found 


amongſt Father Lavaur's papers; ſuch have 


been the foundation of a criminal proſe- 
cution carried on againſt a Lieutenant Ge- 
neral of the King's armies; for accuſing 
him of extortion, and even endeavouring to 
fix upon him a ſuſpicion of High Treaſen. 


The charge of extortion left him a 


right in law to claim the aſſiſtance of Coun- 
cil; and ſuch aſſiſtance was never more re- 
quiſite, conſidering the immenſe extent of the 
object; confidering that the proceedings were 
rather literal than vocal; and that the accuſed 
was obliged to collect, combine, and produce 
a vaſt number of pieces tending to his 
juſtification, moſt of which lay ſcattered here 
and there in ſeveral places. But theſe words, 
even of High Treaſon, inſerted in the im- 
peachment, imported the ſuſpicion of a 
crime, which the letter of the law does not 


comprehend in the number of thoſe, relatively 


to which a communication with Council 
is allowed; ſo that Count Lally has not as 
yet been able to obtain ſo precious a- privi- 
lege. 'The involving of him in proceedings 


of ſuch an extraordinary nature, and the 
6} ud 
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ſubjecting of him to a rigorous conſine- 


ment, was not enough to fatiate the malice: 
and vengeance of his enemies. But, by im- 
peaching him as ſuſpected of High Treaſon, 
they thus endeavoured to deprĩive him, if poſſi- 
ts even of the means of RY himſelf.” 


But, though Count Lally has been refuſed 
the comfort of conferring with Council, he has, 
while the Attorney General was collecting 
proofs againſt him, been allowed the uſe of 
pen, ink and paper. He has devoted, to 
the expoſition of the many facts and proofs 
in his favour, the diſmal leiſure procured him 


by a. forced ſolitude, Very exact notes, 


taken by him immediately after his long 
confrontations and interrogatories, have ena- 
bled his defenders to repel the ſhafts of cas 
lumny, and eſtabliſh his innocence, 


* 


Add to this, that the informers againſt 


Count Lally, even thoſe who had ſigned 
the petition, beſeeching the King to name 
the tribunal in which they might pro- 
ſecute him, haye been heared in juſtice 


againſt him. From accuſed, which they 


were in the beginning, they became ac- 
cuſers; and not fatisfied with this firſt 


transformation, they have fince appeared. in 


the ſhape of witneſſes. What is more, theſe 
depoſitions of theirs are, for the moſt part, 


volumes 
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volumes compoſed in ſuch a ſtile, and put 
together in ſuch an order, as neceſſarily 
ſuppoſe a very remote preparation. Many 
of theſe witneſſes appeared with papers 
in their hands, which they faithfully fol- 
lowed in their narratives. The proceedings 
in the Chatelet contain an acknowledg- 
ment of this important fact. Now, what 
more concluſive proof can there be of 
the exiſtence of that conſpiracy, againſt 
which Count Lally has never ceaſed to 
cry out? _A witneſs ought to declare the 
truth, as it occurs to him the moment he 
declares it; and is to know nothing of the 
facts concerning which he is to be examined, 
till the moment he is examined. How then 
ſhould he, on pretence of aſfifling his me- 
mory, be permitted to preſent himſelf with a 
ready prepared depoſition ; to ſubſtitute a ſtu- 
died libel to the extempore declaration re- 
quired of him; and to give an anſwer, as 
it were, to queſtions before they are aſked ? 
But it is impoffible, that impoſture ſhould not 


betray itſelf one way or another. Though 


the informers have agreed with cach other in 
ſeveral of their hes, they have, in others of 
them, been guilty of ſuch palpable ' bhunders 


and contradictions, as ſhould be alone ſuffi- 


cient entirely to invalidate their teſtimony. It 
is what we propoſe to demonſtrate in another 
| Place, 
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place, in which every head of accuſation 
ſhall be ſeparately and ſucceſſively diſcuſſed. 
But we think it firſt requiſite to exhibit 
the general defence arifing from the joint 
confideration of thoſe facts, of n we 
have d given an account. | 


GENERAL DEFENCE OF COUNT 


This defence may be reduced to two 
principal points. iſt. That the witneſles, 
who have depoſed againſt Count Lally, 
are totally unworthy: of credit; from which 
it follows, that their declarations cannot con- 
ſtitute any proof. 2d. That the facts, which 
have been exhibited, demonſtrate an abſolute 
inexiſtence of the Corpus Delicki. 


Jo eſtabliſh the firſt of theſe propoſitions, 
it is thought proper to cite ſome fundamental 
ideas, which Judges ſhould neyer loſe fight of, 
when the life and honour of a ſubject are at 
fake. The laws, which have enacted dif- 
ferent formalities in the proſecution of crimes, 
have likewiſe multiplied the precautions for 
guarding. i innocence. againſt the attacks of ca- 
lumny. A criminal proſecution is, in itſelf, 
one of the Frum misfortunes, that can 
befall 


1 
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befall a ſubject. This is the idea the Roman 
Legiſlators had of it . Perſuaded, that it 
was dying twice to loſe one's reputation, 
they were very far from authoriſing indiſ- 
criminately all the accuſations which tended 
to deprive the ſubject of ſo great a bleſſing. 
Before they proceeded on the accuſation, 
they allowed the accuſed to oppoſe what they 
called a prejudicial exception. This excep- 
tion conſiſted in examining, if the accuſer had 
really a right to appear in that character. 
When he had nat the qualities required by the 
law to intitle him to credit, he was rejected +. 
It is by a deduction from theſe principles, 
that all the Crown-Law writers in the world 
decide, that perſons accuſed are at liberty to 
employ all the means.approved of by the Law, 


* Primo enim, quoniam Romani nihil preflantius putabant 
quam integrum ſe vite, ſceleriſque purum, adeo ut bis illis 
mori videretur qui famam amifiſſet, admodum providi trant in 
hujuſmodi cauſit que tantum ponderis habebant, ut Romani civis 
caput, vel Fama in diſcrimen veniret - + - - non quemvis ad 
accuſandum profilire patiebantur, ne eff renata accuſandi licen- 
tia in calumniam abiret, Boehmer. exercitat. 92. ad libr, 
44. Pandect. de exceptione præjudiciali, cap. 2. 5. 5. 


+ Hinc eam ipſam ab cauſam repellebantur à foris ſervi, 
fame maculã ſeu calumn'd notati, judicio publico damnati, & 
qui ſunt cjuſmodi farinæ homines : quod fi igitur quis eæ horum 
numero in jut vocaſſet aliquem, hic, antequam ejus nomen inter 
reo deferretur » prejudicium poſtulare Poterat de accuſatoriz 
ftatu quo clarum fieret utrum illi accuſare liceret necne, Boch - 
mer. ibid. 5. 5, | 
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in order to avoid RT of's a criminal oh my 
Weinen, ne 'v 225 
Theſe Ki who in meclbilg ac; 
cuſations obſerved” fuch reſerve, were not 
leſs ſcrupulous as to the nature of the proofs | 
which followed them. They did not con- 
fider any declarations as worthy of that name, 
but ſuch as comprehended all the characters 
of that evidence, which forces conſent, and 
which no reaſonable mind can reſiſt. This 
is the expreſs import of a famous law, the due 
obſervance of which cannot fail of being to the 
ſubje& an aſſured defence againſt the attacks 
of calumny. Sciant cuncti accuſatores eam fe 
rem deferre in publicam notionem debere que 
munita fit idoneis teſtibus, vel inſtructa apertiſſi- 
mis documentis, vel indicits ad probationem indu- 
bitatis, et luce clarioribus == FE * . cod. 
de N pon 


w bos in the 3 this law; it is nobſuſpi- 
ions; it is not conjectures; itisnot ſimple pre- 
ſumptions; which, in criminal matters, ſhould 
determine the Judges to condemn the accuſed. 

of © here 


1 * FO Y ow — 1 PIE NY . 8 ** 4 4 * 1 8 N 
— = — — — — 
*% 


* * DQnare & quotquot ſunt rerum criminalium:ſcriptores uns 
ore ſuadent omnes reo vias eſſe aperiendas, quibus quantum fiori 
Polſit, declinare queat atque evitare inquiſitionis incommoda fu- 
neftiſſima, quibuſalld ex parte, fama, vita, . F facut- 
tate ipſins effici peſſunt. Bochmer. ibid. 5. 8. ton 
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There muſt be proofs ſufficirnt to create that 
moral certainty, upon which alone judicial 
deciſions ought to be founded. The juriſcon- 
ſults of all civilized nations have done homage 
to this truth, which flows directiy from Sj 


f mere light of reaſon. Now, the principal 


proofs brought Ageind the accuſed being 
generally grounded on the depoſitions of 
witneſſes, it follows from theſe eſtabliſhed 
principles, that the authority of depoſitions 
ought to be weighed-with the moſt ſcrupu- 
lous attention. In teftimoniis dignitas, fides, 
mores, gravitas examinanda (gi. L. 2. $. de 
teſtibus. Judicial decifions are conſidered as 
truth itſelf. How, then, can they be built 
upon declarations made by men liable to 
ſuſpicion, or unworthy of credit? Accor- 
dingly, it is univerſally acknowledged, that 
the firſt and moſt indiſpenſibly requiſite con- 
dition for the admiſſion of witneſſes is, that 
they ſhould be irreproachable, and above 
all ſuſpicion +. Judges are to lay no ſtrefs 
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* Majoris cauſe requiritur majoritas probationis, Iinique 


aded probationes certæ ut non palit perſuaderi contrarium. 


Mornac, ſur la Loi 25. cod. de probat, 
Nems unquam Condemnandus per — Moll 


8. ad Leg. favorabiliores de Reg. Juris. 


Peſſimum & periculoſum off quomgnaey ur care di pe | 


cione, Boehmer. loc. cit. 5. 6 

＋ Regulam multd megis procedere in criminalibu is bes 
ne dum teſles idoneos,” ſed etiam omai majores requiri. 
Farinacius, de ſeſtibus, tit. 6, quæſt. 62. n. 20 & 22. 
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COUNT L'ALLY. 2s 


vn their declarations, unleſs they have a a 
certainty of both theſe points, 1. That they 
have had an opportunity of knowing the 
truth; 2. That they intend to declare it. 
It is by the light of theſe. principles that we 
may determine the degree of credit any teſ- 
timony is entitled to, and the nature of the 
n to which it is liable , 


is che depoſition is inſpired 15 the interes ' 
the witneſs' may have in giving it; if there 
are the juſteſt motives to believe, that at is the 
effect of enmity, and a: deſire of revenge; if, 
independent of theſe peremptory exceptions, 
the declaration, conſidered in itſelf, carries 
evident marks of impoſture z the Magiſtrates 
ſhould treat it as an information worthy of 
contempt, or rather expreſs their indignation 
againſt the perſon who gives it. Self-intereft, 
and the advantage a witneſs may have 1 in the 
| ſucceſs of the proſecution, are the moſt deciſive 
reaſons a perſon accuſed can alledge to inva- 
lidate the teſtimony. of thoſe, who appear 
_ againſt him +. 
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* Non aliter enim certa noftro animo ingenerari poteſt opinis 
des, quits ft conſtat, tam quod poſſit reſtir veritatem fatti 
referre, tum etiam quod vera ditere velit, ex quibus duobus 
Principili fides teſtibut conciliatur, ut Pleue in Judiciis . 
K prebare queant. Boehmer. loc. cit. Ke 

＋ T9 habent in cauſs, interefſe commou um eee 
repelli tur E n TEES a magi in crimi- 
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_ claring facts which make againſt the accuſed, 


ſo eſſential a certainty. in the caſe before 


that 5 do not woot. for the . 
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Authors mention ſcveraf caſes, im "Which 
the intereſt of the party depoſing ſhouldvblige 
the Judges to reject his teſtimony. If, in dec 


he has taken pains' to clear himſelf of any 
pſpition;>if he has had in view to diſtinguiſh 
* to acquire glory; to avoid ſhame; 
in. ſine, to ſecure himfelf from any 
— 119% 0g loſsg it is evident that no 
proof can reſult from his depoſition v. And, 
indeed, according to eſtabliſhed princi- 
ples; no fact is to be taken for proved, 
till it plainly appears that the witneſs, who 
depoſes to ſuch fact, had an opportunity o 
kowning the truth; and has a real intention to 
declare it. Now, far from there being this 


us, the intereſt of the witneſſes is ſuſſici - 
ently evident to convince the Magiſtrates; 
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attiores & lucidiores quam in civilibus, hoc ideo ratione c 
Suntoreſſo teſtem vcpelli a teflificando, & admiſſum n nec nap 
fatere indicium. FarinaCius, tit. 6. queſt, 60. H. # K 5 
*-1 ſmptizy; ut te contmodo & intereſſe teflis agi dicatur, non 45 
ſclum quando tractatur de illiur exculpatione & exoneratio one 
- = = - ſed etiam ft tractatur de conſequendo honorem 6 laidem,” 
vel dg, uitapda dedrcus & wituperium, lac. enim caſu teſtis exawi- 


natus nihil probat. Farinacius, tit. 6, quæſt. 60, n., 21. 


COUNT L ALLEY. 273 


Hence that general rule taught by all the 
Juriſconſults, that the -accuſer is not to be 
heard in judgment againſt the accuſed. It 
would be, according to the Doctors, the ab- 
ſurdeſt thing in the world. When the accuſed 
eſtabliſhes his innocence, the accuſer is liable 
to make good to the aceuſed the coſts of che 
ſuit, and all the other damages attergling the 
calumny. He, therefore, has the moſt power- 
ful motives for wiſhing; that the accuſed may 
be caſt ; for which reaſon alone- his declara- 
tious againf che mms FM Pans vg fi 


It ie in the ene eee een 
former, who, without becoming a civil party in 

the affair, ſtirs up the public miniſter to proſe- 
cute an accuſation. The ſame reaſon of in- 
capacity forbids any credit to be given to his de- 
Poſition. It is evidently his intereſt, that the 
accuſed ſhould be declared guilty,” becauſe, it 
he ſhould be declared innocent, the perſon, ho- 
ever he is, who has been the inſtigator of the cri- 
e Coogee ene 

1 ch 


— not 
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aalen valid abſurdam repatater in jure TITTTY „ee Pede con 
re omnem equitatem ogſdem ad teftimenia contra milla fr 

| . Farinacius, 
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That The. 8 of eu! 
inzdmiſible an account of his perſonal in- 

dereſt in che ſuccaſs of che. Fee 3 is 
6 peint that may be. citabiſhed by a cloud 
of authoxities. Nay, it would be ſufficient to 
ſet forch che recourſe, which the laws hae al. 
lowed the agcuſed, if acquitted, againſt the 
informery.. becauſe. it from . thence alone in- 
fallbly. reſulze that oo regard is to be paid 
to the teſtimony of informers. It is enacted, 
in expreſs. terms, by. aß ordinance of the 
Near 14% that the names of the infor mers 
ſhall be entered in à particular bapk, and that 
they. ſhall, if convicted of cahumay,. be pu- 
niſhed by che judges. * It is enated by 2 
poſterior Jaw, that no informations ſhall be 
received... till the wformar has given ſecurity 
for the pament of the colts, damages, and 
intereſts, Which che party -aaculed may, if 
acquittech have & right to expect. At 
8 n n are e from 
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* * Aecofotoriy, wy WOW a: nomen in in criptione 
Ponatur, & 45 calumniatur reperiatur, ad cognitionem. 8 23 | 
calli, wel Fadicis On; Ordinance of bil VE. 
anno 1304. . 

1 Deapatiage non Pea 171 brit de damnir refine 
detdis ideneam cautionem dederit, This law was _ im 


1328. 


COUNT L\A/LLY. 225 
the obligation. tu give this. ſecurity; but it is 
certain, that the informations ought ſilk ta 
be taken in writing. It is formally enacted 
buche Ondinaiice, of 1670, title 3 article 6. 

Our attorneys and theſt of he Peers ſhall boeh 

@ regifter to recerwt and enter the informations 
which ſpoll te circumptantial and ned by tha 
informer, if ha” van! writa (And it- is added 
in the ſevemb article, bat don Arcuſers and 
INFORMERS, where” accuſations and inſur- 
mattons Bali appear to be ill. grounded, Hall bu 
#bliged to make good the coſts; damages, and inte- 
refts of the acruſed, and ee 
and Penaltiam, if the caſe ſhould! requint- 
which is, likewiſe, ta be abſer vel in regord th 
thoſe, who have made themſelves parties; tv 
; _ 2 have 1 pc gone i 
7 2 Nl 
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„Abs Cullow of * 3 
was not revived Hy. the Ordinance of 1670. Never- 
thele(s, at the drawing up of the verbal Proceſs of this 


law, the Attorney General and Morfſleur Puſſort took 
notice, that, though the precaution of requiring ſecu- 
ney from the; Infe ne dd 40 gart M the ordinance, it 
becams the Þrodence and wwiidam of the Attorney General and 
1 Meinte, t enguire inte the quality of the Informers 4 
ure of 1biir in firmibrions, and in require feear ity from 
Al good, in cuſt of -calunmy, iboir damages a ititt» 
rl: to.the parties accuſed,” Verbal Proceſs, on tho gi ach 
tide af the 3d ut, 175 Wh OI 0 of N. pe 67. 
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taſe the complaints exbibited Le them ſhall i 
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- This, the "AY make no difference be- 


tween the accuſer and the informer, i in re- 


gard to the ſubjecting them to pains. and pe- 
halties, in caſe the accuſation appears to be 
flanderous. They ſay, that the information 
wall be written and ſigned by the informer; '; 
and the neceſſary conſequence of this pre- 
caution is, to ſecure to perſecuted i innocence 
the reparation it has a right to expect. All 
theſe injunctions owe their riſe to that great 
principle; that the honour of the ſubjett is, 
as well as his fortune, under the ſafe-guard 
af the laws. | 


_ —— 


: e "it the WW is ede, liable with 
the. accuſer . to be condemned to pay coſts, 
damages, and intereſts, when convicted of 
| catumny 1 in the courſe” of the proceedings; 
it mult infallably follow, chat the fame mo- 
tives, for which the 2 of the A8. 

euſer is to be rejected, form an inſurmon table 
obſtacle to the —ůů— as 
. a witneſs. The deciſion ought to be the 
ſame in all caſes, in which the motives for de- 
eiding are the ſame. Now, the intereſts vf 
the Informer and the Accuſer being equal 
in N eee of the accu- 
nennen ation, 
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count: CALLY. 27 


"what can we infer from thence, bur 
hat den equally le the right feng,” 


All the lie Which fer afide the teC. 
timony” of the Accuſer, tend equally to ſet 
aſide the teſtimony of the Informer. Nothing 
more is requiſite, than that it ſhould be clear, on 
the one hand, that the Aceuſer cannot be a 
witneſs againſt the accuſed ; and on the other 
hand, that the Informer, in caſe Wee 
is able to very great pains and penalties ; * 
to conclude, that their teſtimony is equally 
wands Gs II to which they 
18 .T 12 N „ have 
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--(1). We * 1. n. 7, explains himſelf 
thus: When the Attorney General happens ts be the eng 
party, and bas been infligated -byr other perſeni ty lay the 
accuſation, the accuſed, if acquitted, may have biz recourſe ; 
Hor" ente, damages, and interefti, ein the infligator 3 ; 
end for this pmrpeſe the King's Council- are bound, on the X 
Judge's acquitting the accuſed, to make inown de Bin, 22 
bein, it, the namei of the faut. ST > Toba ; 
Maſuer, tit. de queſtionibus in | praxi; ſays, Led, | 
if the informer has falſely informed and impeacbed, be. foal! 
. liable ta be called fe op aireant er it, and be condemned to 


bbs aft, eee deren the Prin ei when 


informed... 4 

The Ordi of $756 Imports, Article93. Our 
Aurel d High Fuftices Ball be bend to name, if thirer | 
10 required, the informer, - after the perſon. accaſed bas been 
juditiall acquitted, that be may have recourſe on * 
cafts, damages, ad 
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have givenriſe. Toprove theperfonal intereſt 
of à witneſs in the iſſue of any cnuſe, is to 
demonſtrate his incapacity to _—_— an 1. 
euuſe in are is ſo intereſtod. 


179 ENVIAR ant Ne S anten wann 
e eee e 
£50 be acknowledged by all che-beſtwriters on 
criminal affairs. Julius Clarus confiders the In- 
former and the Accuſer in the ſame light; and 
lays it down as a maxim, chat che depoſitions 
of both are te be equally rejected. He 
cites, in ſupport of his opinion, ſeveral-Jurif. 
confults # Lia Combe + xftabliſhes-the ſame 


 the-canſe in which be is an Informer, as a ci- 
wil party cannot be a witneſs in the criminat 
fuit iuhichh he carries aun. This: is clearly ac- 
Accuſer and the Informer, and the perfect 
conformity of their inteteſts in the agcut 
ſation ſet cn foot by them. A Juriſconſult 


already cited, who. has thrown: a great deal 
of light upon all theſe queſtions which re- 


kate to, the Authority "of Rr * 
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05 ele, Claras, kid. 5 2 quaſt, 1 aide 

Hoes, n. E, Balls iz terminis,. in capite ami, col. 2. de 

tefibus regulam conſtitujt quod omning arcyſater, guerelans & 
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that the teſtimony: of an Informer, though 
ef the higheſt» rank, chuðỹt be admitted ad 
4 proof; nay, he adds, chat it does dt form 
fo much as a preſumption. Nec fait mucin 
contra acenſatum, etiam fuerit printeps, vel 
wbbiliſhma' perſona: + = > + Etiahfs. ſen flare? 
a units tantummodo, CURE: _— IO 
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— en Berta Wot thihbed 
iy the 'Aceuſer's being anfwerable for cſts, 
damages, and intereſts, is ſufficient mvincibly 
to fer aſide his reſtiniony, how is it poſſible 
that ef an Informer fhotild be. received? 
The only difference betwren am imör mati 
and an aceuſation, wich regutd to the repa- 
rations which the accuſed has 2: right to re- 
22 that; the information being ſecret, 


rade eech rene informer wich 
| e ee ee T afrd het 
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# Ferinach 12 11. ionibus criminals, 
vai.” ef A Wel 
I This n of uf TheoddGas 
Code; tit: Caleb bt) Husen, job Jprebe falſe ers 
minationss non patimuy. callidorwin inpugnatione ſuboord! » gas 
1 tontavirint, inteliigant fibimet ſeveritatem legum pro cam» 
ie facinoritus „ ** 
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Riiking / applicariob 56 "this- caſe; in which: 
there ate two well eſtabliſhed facts The 
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firſt, mar all the Metnderh of the Touncl 


which 


general; all 
Pondichery 


theyhave 
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that of Informer and chat of 
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Witneſs, 


have the-meſt-ſenfible-ifirereſt in the faccels + 
& the accuſation? If all the Jaws conſpige 
nde to icknowledge” any witneſſes' 35 worthy, 
cept ſuch as are entirely irreproachable, omi 
Exceprione majores'y if it is ' requi=* 


requf- 
- emniin fits 
- 1 a 
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gte, that they. ſhould, be, above all. ſuſpicion, 
ta screate that certainty, which; alone. qught 
to. ſerve, a5 a haſis ta judigia] determinations, 
how is it poſſible to. conſider, as ee 
accuſation, declarations made by the accu- 
ſers theimſolves ? Thoſe, whq declare them⸗ 
ſelxes informer muſt know, that, by the 
mere act. ot ipforming, they expoſe themſelves 
all che pains and penalties enacted againſk 
)cfarmers.> They mut, therefore, be ready, 
to do all that in them lies to ſecure to them- 
ſelves impunity; and it is preciſely this con- 
ſideration which deſtroys. 1 their teſtimony. _. 


i But the objection founded | upon the ua- 
ity of an W greatly bee 
where particular motives" of hatred and re- 
venge have inſpired the information as well 


CONTI: rt; 


a Þ is not to be doubted, bur: the ci 
when all proyed, renders a teſtimony inad- 
miſſible, * 4478 Now the ſentiments of Ha- 
tred and fury, which in this affair animate 65 
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2150 ch. tefies debeant offe amni' exceptione major) hag 


quelibet' inimicitia elan ie, alles repellit à te 
Fatidacius, de teftibus, tit. 6. q. £ 21 


La 
de ThE, 5 a, enn 2 15 . 
that may be taken againſt witneſſes: Tyfium fps dil peter 
examinanda ' 1f, \idreque in jar four torumi txy liranide 'erunt 
iprimss Milian. nn 
ee 1 th % 
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gainſt Count Lally che informers, who have 
been heard" as witheſſes-againſthimy/ are di- 
ſtinguiſhable — Which it 1 im- 
poſſible to miſtake; in olfebero J fach ©: 
mit diene id 430 ey 7 4 ihe bins 5111 

It appears by facts, which have bern be 
Stec to what lengths they went in the 
ſettlement againſt Count. Lally ; mrigues 
upon intrigues to make all his enterfiriſes 
miscarry; a formal diſobedience to his or- 
ders, or rather 's formal revolt againſt his 
authority: injurious and threarning letters di- 
rected to him; attempts on his perſon at hid 
leaving Pondichery; atrocious | defamations, 
all the venom of which is concentered in alibel 
ebmpoſed by a Fryar, who was s the Ute and 
Four * that 2 Cabal. a Bo 


£ fs — 15 * t * 27 


"Sen are ee vit which Coun 
Lally reproached them at his confrontation, and 
which they have themſelves confeſſed in writ- 
ings without number. It has even been proved, 
that ſome of the Counſellors of Pondichery 
coumtenanced by their preſence the ſeditious 
of the 18th of Janvary, in which 
Wann, n er . Sued — 


N Ls 
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rr 


Colette, on this hw, dsh the acts of 
enmity from which may be derived matter of exception. 
Puta þ quis tibi polam maledixerit, infaufas veces adurrſd. 
1 r e ininicis tdi 2 | 


COUNT! LALLY. 4233 


loſt his life. Count Lally, in his oonfrontatim 
with Monſieur Moracin, patticularly objected 
to that Counſellor his being of the number of 
the ſeditious, way nts n with . 


90-411; £7880 ta rd 


dat £15 ans; Keds et 9 | 
Ne even adde That it was proved by a 
letter of this very witnels, that the inſult of- 
ferecl him, as well as the murder of the In- 
tendant, were premeditated acts. He made 
the ſame objection, founded on their being 
2 at the ſame riotous gatherings, to 

Denys, la Grenee, and other 
Members of the Council of Pondichery. 
In a word, he made it evidently appear (what 
reſults from the facts and the pieces of which 
an aceount has been given) that many of theſe 
Counſellors were guilty of mal - practices in 
the diſtricts where they commanded; that 
they mutually reproached each other with 
theſe mal · practices + that the Company 
arora a nnr . the 
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* This . which has been Ala mentioned, 
p. 145, h that Count Lally ava too narrowly watched to 
hide his journey.; end that the Landau «vas born to owe 
biz bond in the Indies, © © 

1 Count Lally produced a nia KD to d, che 

zoth of June, 1260, by Monſieur Moracin, ip which 
a Counſellor takes a very odd methad to clear himſelf 
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conduct of theſe Counſellors in the Memorials 
they put into Count Lally hands and that 
the complaints of Count Latly, 2 relating co 
by unfaithfulneſs of their ſtewardſhip; 
the only 'motives,.. which induced n 
blacken him in the Indies and in E. 
and to become witneſſes againſt him in the 
criminal Proſecdtion, Wüch they themfelves 
have bet e on foot e 2 01 ah 
Get ac 


F , , ; , - . 2 ; 1 * N * 1 . a 
- = - +. 4 . — p = . * 7 * % 17 5 2 Sas © 1 414 SAIL 015 : 
* £ — 


7 58 ien e 3 
of eee ae. ee 
ſuch new ideas of moral honeſty, that we think it our 
duty to exhibit them here in the very rae vr 


writer. Ten have ſaid in the hearing of theſe gentlemen, t 
I old you that Monficar dt Larche was a rave, and that 


when he came to hear what L told you, be anfevercd the charge 


by all thoſe ſpeeches of which Itamplain. Permit me to obſerme 
th go, that . you canfaunded the rxpreſſion which-.you con- 
frued with that I uſed, I might have told you long fine, 
that 1 had ſeen Monfitur de Larche do the ation of a 
very ma lhonnete ¶ diſboneſt or- ill-bred) man, wwhich 1 can 
eafily prove, and that this act ion, added to bit natural barxbri- 
nef;;made me keep a diſtance auith him. I nenen ſaid that by 
was & inauc ; 1 might have beurd it ſaid by athet+-3..6u4.] 
never troubled myſelf enough about what related 1% Monfiuwr 
de Larche io enquite into the” trath of this. report, [which 
ſeme pesple have cba bd. Now A MAN MAY: BEA 
VERY MALHONNETE {@35Y0NE6T; OR-3LL-BRED).MAN 
WiTHOUT BEING A KNAVE. I CAN PROVE; ni POS- 
$ZSED- OFTHE, FIRST OF THESE. "QUALITIZS AI- 
VER | ATTRIBUTED ro BIM,, Ar ANYTIME, OB, Ar 


Withour ad ibis — all the ſhades berwean 
a malbonncue. man and;a- koave, oh m v to 
affirm, that theſe two qualities are very compatible, | 
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er, in which, 575 informed againſt. 


COUNT: LALLY. its 


Add to theſe . particylar, objeRions one 


e al the Members of 


the: Council of Pondichery ; namely, 
fgning the Memorial preſented to the Mini- 
Count 
Lally as guilty « of horrid extortions; in which 
they were not afraid to ſay, that his military 
conduct argued Jomething more than mere want 
of military capacity : in which, in a word, they 
deſired that judges might be appointed to pro- 
nounce upon all theſe charges: Add that fo 
ſtrange and fo ſtriking a circumſtance of ſome 
of theſe witneſſes: appearing with a written 
paper in their hands, rt 
were ready drawn up, * and, even committed 
to print in Übels, which are themſelves ex- 
tracts from that of a Jeſuit convicted of ca- 
lumny, of duplicity and rapine; and it muſt 
de allowed, e has che ad- 
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„be law 3. $. firſt; ff. de teſtibury. ordersthe Judges 


co examine attentively, if the wirneſß has made his de- 
clarndons extempore, and with ſimplicity, or if be 
has brought a ſtudied diſcourſe, ET gui fimpliciter vif 
fat iicere, utrim unum fumdenigue- meditatum ſermonem ar- 
valuriat, an ad ta que intirrogeveras ex temport ruerifimilia 
Fön int. ** 241. rn LURE pw 
2 'Godeftoi; on theſe words, faplititer 'vifh fint dicere, 
obſerves, that this fimple unſtudled manner of expreſſing 
6nelelf removes all ſuſpicion: Sine ſuſpicionit ulld nord, 
"non He d producence; and, e 
Y rr . 8 
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vantage. of oppoſing v6 the Coyncil of: Yon 


As little gin is to > be MEATS 
clarations made by the other 3 
duced againſt Count Lally. Pau Ie offi- 
cers of the company's troops, hom their 
rank and their fortune render ales ee e 
pendent on the Company, and vh.èü habe evi- 
dently a common intereſt witk the accuſets of 
Count Lally, and his other enemies. We do 
not propoſe to collect in this -place all the 
particular and peremptory exceptions, which 
make againſt each of theſe witneſſes ſeparately 
conſidered. We reſerve this diſcuſſion for ano- 
ther opportunity. We ſhall at preſent confine 
ourſelves to 2 recapitulation of the general in- 
ductions, which ſp flow from 
known and well proved facts. Now, it has 
been demonſtrated by a great number of 
written proofs, that many of theſe officers 
openly feconded the intrigues and N 
practices of the Council of Fondichei 
gaigſt Count Lally; yet theſe, A, the” er 
men, whg have been adnütted to depoſe 
againſt. hum. Thoſe gfficers, 200; . been 
heard, who headed the revdlt of the 18th of 
J anuaty, 1761 I. One of them, "Monffeur Ma- 
rig], had repaired. at the bead of the x rebels 
ta. che Generals plane at ten in the. morn⸗ 
— ing Y 


COQUNSF LALLY. 287 


the: conſpirators the ſame. day at an entertain: 
ment, in which they mutually animated each 
other ; and lent them his houſe as a ON of 


rendezyous. ; .. OF f 


Omen t too, 8 b Lally Ks con- 
demned to military pains for military of- 
fences, have been admitted to give teſtimon 
againſt. him. Thoſe have been Leer wh 


their hands to hand- bills intended to excite the 
troops to revolt; and others, who had been 


broken by the G of Pondichery, Such 


are the men, whoſe depoſitions concur with 
thoſe of the Council of Pondichery. But, 


if ſuch witneſſes are to be liſtened to; if 
informations dictated by fury, revenge, and 


hatred are to be conſidered as proofs, what 


ſubject can be ſafe ? The moſt irceproach- 


able probity, ſervices equally long and diſtin- 


guiſhed, would avail nothing A pot 
ny. The honour, the: life, the reputation 


of che molt worthy perſons would become 
the ſport of impudence and impoſture, It 
is to prevent ſuch fatal evils, thar the law 
rezecs, as unworthy of confidence. 724 
teſtimony evidently, diftated by paſſion, and 


the. perſonal intereſt of the witneſs who, gives 
it. N ow, we flatter ourſelves with having 


made it appear, chat the quality of the In- 
| C ad LIL formers 


ing n the. other, Monſieur Law, aſſembled 


mal-pradtices he had repreſſed ; who had put 
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formers heard againſt Count Lally furniſhes 
him with the ſtrongeſt n oy My 
Aude _ mou | 

In the ſecond e 4 aa, that SI 
recital of the civil and military operations of 
this Commander demonſtrates an abſolute ex- 
iſtence of the Corpus Delifti, His enemies 
accuſe him of extortion, and inſinuate that 
there are grounds to fuſpect him of High 
Treaſon. But it is in vain they endeavour 
to blaſt his character by ſuch wretched ca- 
lumnies. The crimes, with which they ven- 
ture to charge him, are irreconcileable with 
his behaviour during his reſidence in the In- 
dies. Let us but follow him in his different 
expeditions; let us but examine ættentively 
his correſpondence; let us but weigh the ex- 
preſſions he makes uſe of in all his letters; 
and we muſt be blind not to diſcover, both 
in his writings and in his actions, proofs e- 
qually numerous and concluſive of probity, of 
diſintereſtedneſs, of the moſt active and warm 
zeal for the good of the ſettlement. Count 
Lally is not reduced to produce, againſt vague 
informations, nothing but contrary allegations. 
He produces writings, which leave no room 
even for the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion of the preten 
ed extortion, with which he is charged. 


w + LY 


4 


—— 


a 
- 2 wy - . 
: 
* . 
K - 
* ” 
- =- * a 


eo) NT LALLY. 255 
f Hor i is it poſſible to Reime. that, Count 


Tally appropriated to bimſelt the riches 
of the 22 when it his been irrefragably 


proved 9.0 the regiſters and the uniform - | 


claration$ of the treaſurers of the a army, that 


the ſums produced. by. bis conqueſts and 
other military operations were brought i into 


the Conipany's s treafury; and that he is, 
Himſelf, their creditor for the whole of "ws 
appointment , When it has been demon- 
ſtrated by authentic, papers, that he even 
ſacrificed his own private fortune to ay 
the troops, and procure proviſions for oY 
dichery ? A vague accuſation of extortion 
cannot © hold out againſt fo many and ſuch 
ſtriking proofs. If the cabal of informers 


has blinded thoſe, who know nothing of 
fats which have happened at fix thouſand 


leagues diftance from this King gdom, this 
blindneſs muſt ſurely be quite Cured by 
the united teftimonics, which concur to 1027 
bliſh the innocence of the accuſed.” "The gra 

vityof calumnics and the number of i 
tors may be ſometimts' ſo great as to darken 
our judgement; but, when truth appears 


again, we do not ſo” readily forgive the 


impoſtors the pains they have taken to 
impoſe vpon our good faith. The enemies 
of Count Lally have not been afraid to 
advance, in a Memorial preſented to the 
Miniſter, that he had remitted to Europe 
U immenſe 
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immenſe ſums. by the hands of the Danes 
the Dutch, and the Engliſh. They bid 
themſelves in -a writing dated four years 
ago, to produce the proofs of this imputation. 
They have been often and often called upori 
Fg to realize ſuch infamous ſufpicions ; 
but they have not as yet made good their 
omiſe. Nothing, therefore, now remains, 
but that they ſhould own themſelves guilty 
of calumny in the face of the whole world. 
The public has been preſented with the 
moſt exact picture of the civil and mi- 
litary conduct of Count Lally. The truth 
of our relations is ſupported by a mul- 
titude of papers, which have been laid be- 
fore the Magiſtrates and the public. Now, 
if the certainty of all the facts, of which 
-we have given an account, is inexpugnable, 
it cannot but follow, that the accuſation of 
extortion has been proved to be ſlanderous. 
It cannot be ſuppoſed, that a Commander, 


who has not touched even that which was 
lawfully his due; who has conſtantly pre- 


fexred "ti general intereſt of the ſettle- 
ment to his own private intereſt ; Who 
advanced conſiderable fums. of his own 
as, often as the good of the ſervice ap- 
peared to him to require it; and who 
proves the irreproachableneſs of bis conduct 
by all the proofs of which truths of facts 
are ſuſceptible; it cannot be fuppoſed, we 

| ſay 


ſay, that this very Commander ſhould "have 
permitted his integrity to be ſo far' warped 
by a blind love of money, as to Endeavour 
M Fro en an (OF 
Mx 6 

The reſult; then, of tis” Fadts ard 
writings which have been exhibited is, 
that the "different "expeditions arid opera- 


tions of Count Lally, conſidered in their 


beginning, their progreſs, and their end, 
exclude all idea of extortion. But, if there 


does not exhiſt the ſmalleſt trace of this de- 


linquenty, with which he is directly charged, 


what muſt become of theſe infamous ſuſ- 


picions, with which his enemies have been 
endeavouring ty fully his fidelity! ? Did this 


Commander betray his country, when he 


haſtened the preparations for reducing to 
her obedience the Engliſh ſettlements; when 


he was making conqueſts for her on the 
coaſt of Coromandel? Will his enemies 


attempt to fiſh any pretext of accuſation 


out” of the laſt misfortunes which he ex- 
perienced? But, what General would take 
upon him the command of armies, if want 
of ſucceſs were, alone, to expoſe him to a 
oriminal * proſecution ? Beſides, what efforts 


did not Count Lally make, how many coun- 


cils did he not give, to prevent theſe miſ- 


fortunes, the real cauſes of which are now 
well known. It has been proved, that it 
9 was 
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was the total want of proviſions and the 
means of. procuring them, which occaſioned 
the Joſs of Pondichery, which had been 
reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs even within a 
few days after the arrival of Count Lally. 
Letters have been produced, in which the 
Governor of that place tells Count Lally, that 
he has no reſources. to expect but ſuch as 
his hy, ſucceſſes can e him. 


Muſt count Lally, then, be b be- 
tauſe the want of aſſiſtance from our fleet 
prevented his ſucceeding in mixt expedi- 
tions; becauſe - without veſſels, without 
money, without proviſions, he conld not 
reſiſt an enemy abundantly provided with 
proviſions of every kind; an army, whoſe 
land forces were four times more numerous 
than ours, and were, beſides, ſupported by 
a fleet of fourteen ſhips of the line. | 


1 has bak — that Count Lally 
made uſe of all the expedients in his power 
to preſerve our ſettlements, That the inexe- 
cution of his orders often rendered uſeleſs his 
deſigns; that thoſe, who ſhould have ſhared his 
labours and his efforts, diſputed his authority, 
and trampled under foot all the laws of civil 
and military ſubordination. | 


PIs 


It 
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It is therefore the height of injuſtice to fiſh 


for. charges againſt Count Lally in the miſ- 
fortunes of a ſettlement, which be never ceaſed 


endeavouring to defend, till there was a phy- 
ſical impoſſibility of its ſubſiſting any longer, 
Odious ſuſpicions of treachery and treaſon are 
not to be admitted,' when there are manifeſt 


proofs of zeal and loyalty, Theſe reflections 


evince the truth of the two points, on which 
the general defence of Count Lally turns; 


iſt, That the witneſſes, who have depoſed 


againſt Count Lally, are unworthy of cre- 
dit in a court of juſtice. 2dly, That the 
bare recital of his civil and military opera- 
tions in the ſettlement demonſtrates an ab- 
ſolute inexiſtence of the Corpus Delicłi. 
Thus, on the one hand, the informations of 
his enemies are incapable of forming any 
proof, and are ſet aſide by all the Sa dong 
which can affect their credit. On the other 
hand, the expoſition of his ſervices, and 
the authentic papers produced by him, 
ende ſo ſtrongly towards his juſtification, 

as to conſtitute an aſſemblage of the qualities 
and virtues the moſt oppoſite to the delin- 
1 with which 1 is pared. 
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COMMISSION APPOINTING- COUNT 

| LALLY LIEUTENANT GENERAL 
- OVER THE TROOPS, ,wHICH MAY BE 
4 ane To THE INDIES, 


EWIS, by the grace of 'God, King of 
France and Navarre, to all thoſe, to 
whom theſe preſents ſhall come, GREETING. 
Having reſolved to ſend troops to the Indies, 
to ſupport the ſettlements of the India Com- 
pany, and being defirous to provide for the 
command of theſe troops, we thought we 
could not chuſe a fitter perſon for that pur- 
poſe, than our dear and well beloved the Sieur 
de Lally, one of the Lieutenant Generals of 
our armies, conſidering the proofs. he has 
given us of his valour, experience, capacity, 
fidelity, and affection for our ſervice, in the 
different military affairs in which we have 
employed him. FOR THESE REASONS, 
and other conſiderations us thereunto moving, 
we have made, conſtituted, appointed, and 

_ £ftabliſhed, and, by theſe preſents ſigned with 
our hand, Pai vo conſtitute, appoint, and 
eftabliſh, the ſaid Sieur de Lally our Liey- 
tenant General, Commander of the troops 
which are to be ſent to the Indies; and have, 


* 


5 there: 
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therefore, given, and do give, him full 
power- and authority to order them hat to 
do, and to employ them, wherever need may 
be, to the effect of our intentions; to cauſe 
the muſters and reviews to be made of our 
troops, by the ordinary Commiſſaries by us 
named for that purpoſe; to cauſe our ſaid 
troops to obſerve good diſcipline, and; order, 
civil as vel as military, according to our re- 
gulations and rules of war; ſee thoſe, who 
ſhall dare to diſobey them, puniſhed and chaf- 
tiſed ; direct the payment of our {aid troops, 
according to the ſtates thereof ſent us; as 
likewiſe all other ordinary and extraordinary 
diſburſements requiſite to be made for their 
uſe; to iſſue the neceſſary orders for that pur- 
poſe on the military cheſt; and, generally, to 
do and direct every thing he may judge fit and 
neceſſary, having given and giving him power 
to do and direct every thing, as we ourſelves 
might or could do and direct, if we were per- 
ſonally preſent; even though the caſe ſhould 
require a more ſpecial mandate than is im- 
ported by theſe preſents. WE, THEREFORE, 
£NJo1N theSicur Chevalier deSoupire, Major 
General of our armies ; the Brigadiers, Co- 
lonels, Lieutenant-Colonels, Captains, Lieu- 
tenants,” and Enfigns of our ſaid troops, or 
others employed with them; the Commiſ- 
ſuries of war; Officers of our Royal corps 
be f-ertilery and fortification ; and all others, 
U 4 whom 
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„hom it may concern, to acknowledge a 
faid Sieur de Lally in quality of our Lieu. 
tenant-General, Commander in Chief, and 
readily to obey him and liſten to him in all 
things relative to the ſaid powers, as they 
would to ourſelves in perſon; ; for ſuch is our 
pleaſure ; in witneſs whereof we' have cauſed 
our ſcal to be put to theſe Preſents, given 
at Verſailles the Nineteenth day of the month 
of November, in the year of Salvation One 
thouſand Seven Aude and Fifty- ſix, and 
of our reign the Forty- ſecond. Signed, LOUIS, 
On the back is written: By orders of the 
King, Signed, M. DE VoYER D'ARGENSON, 
and ſealed with the great ſeal of yellow wax. 


dS a. SE a ES..-S 


COMMISSION of KING' 3% COMMISSARY 
AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF 
ALL TAE FRENCH SETTLEMENTS 


IN THE EAST INDIES, GRANTED rg 
- COUNT LALLT. 


EW IS, by the grace of God, 28 
of France and Navare, to all thoſe to 


whom theſe preſents ſhall come, GREETI NG. 
The preſent poſture of affairs in the Indies 
having engaged the India Company to pre- 
ſent us le Sieur de Lally, Syndic of the 
ſaid amasy. to be * us appointed 

Com- 
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Commatider in Chief of all its ſettlements, we 
thought; that the better to enable the faidSicur 
de Lally to fulfil al che viey® of the ſaid deſtĩ⸗ 
nation, it was xr to inveſt him with the 
title and yowes; of: der> Ca „in that 
part of the world. FOR THESE CAUSES, 
we have commiſſioned, ordered, and eſtab · 
liſhed, by theſe preſents figned with our 
hand; commiſſion, order, and eſtabliſh, the 
ſaid Sieur-de Lally,” one of the Syndics of the 
India Company, our Commiſſary in all the 
ſettlements of the ſaid Company in the Eaſt 
Indies, and the Iſlands of France, Bourbon, 
and Madagaſcar; have likewiſe, at the no- 
mination of the ſaid Company, hereunto 
annexed under the counter-ſeal of the pre- 
ſents, commiſſioned, ordered, and eſtabliſhed; 
commiſſion, order, and eſtabliſh him, Comman- 
der in Chief of all the faid ſettlements, in the ſaid 
qualities of our Commiſſary and Cammander 
in Chief; there to contiand as well the in- 
habitants, Directors, Clerks of the ſaid 
Company, and other ſervants thereof who are 
now or may be hereafter employed there, 
as all other perſons whatſoever charged 
with the affairs of the faid Company, ot 
whatever quality and condition they may 
be, and whatever may be their employ- 
ments and functions; likewiſe the Governors,” 
Partitular Commanderr, Officers of the lant 
and IS * of the Company, who now 

are 
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are or may .hereafter be there; to make 
them take the oath of fidelity, which they 
owe us; to make the inhabitants Jive in union 
and concord one with another; to keep the 
land and ſea forces of the ſaid Company in 
good order, civil as well as military, ac- 
cording to our regulations and thoſe of the 
aid Company; to maintain the commerce-and 
traffic of the Factories of the India Com- 
pany; prefide in all the Councils, as well 
ſuperior as provincial, both thoſe that are 
already, and thoſe that may be hereaſter, 
eſtabliſhed, without making any innova- 
tion, however, in the ſettled order for 
collecting the votes; and this during the 
preſent war with England. We injoin all 
Governors, Counſellors, Particular Commanders, 
Officers, ſoldiers,” land and ſea forces f the 
Company, Directors, Glerks, and other ſer- 
wants of the ſaid Company "of whatever title 
end * denominatjon they may be; and all in- 
habitants f whatever quality and condition 
they may be, to acknowledge and cauſe to be ac- 
knowledged the ſaid Sieur de Lally, in the ſaid 
qualities of. cur Commiſſary, and Commander in 
Chief ef all the forts and ſettlements of the 
faid Company in the Eaſt Indies, and the 
Iflands of France, Bourbon, and Madagaſcar ; 
and to obey lim in every thing he may command 
them in the ſaid qualities, without any contra- 
vention whatſoever, ON PAIN OF DISOBE:; _ 
DIENCE, 
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DIENCE. WS, THEREFORE, ORDER: our 
very dear and loyal Chevalier, keeper of the 
{eals of France, the Sieur de Machault, to 
receive from the ſaid Sieur de Lally the oath 
uſual and required on | ſuch occafions, that 
the ſaid Sieur de Lally may enjoy the powers, 
honours,” and privileges attributed to him by 
theſe preſents ;\for ſuch is our pleaſure : in 
witneſs whereof we have cauſed our ſeal to be 
put-to-theſc preſents. GIVEN at Verſailles, 
the Thirty-fixſt day of December, in the year 
of Salvation One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
Fifty-fix, and of our reign the forty-ſecond, 
Signed LOUIS, and on the fold, by order of 
the Kin MaCgaukr, 


2 * — — n — ä 
Euracf from a Memorial, intitled, ** A pars 
ticular Account of the Counſellors and 
Under-Merchants of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany's Settlements,” put by the Directors of 
' the India Company into the Hands of Count 
Lally before his departere from France. 


6 Monſieur de Leyrit was ſaid to be foo 
8 weak, Pphlegmatic, and Alent; ſuffered 
others to get the ftart of him; did not know how 
to maintain the proper ſubordination; ARS 
f. anilitary aces: to crow over him. &+ Vt den 
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-  Monfieur Louet, Chief at Mahé, was cha- 
racterized as a favourer - dry, {gr 4 


lover of independence. Oh ec Ch 


The note concerning "Mankieur, Morazin 
was by no means to his honour, He was ſaid ta 
be lazy; to love expence. and ſiew. A TIGHT 
HAND MUST | BE KEPT OVER HIM IN 


| Monſieur EDN of the burn of k Pon- 
dichery, was characterized as lazy, taking ad- 
vantage of the proteckion of Monfieur de Leyrit, 


and Monſieur de Lyyrit $ Friendftiþ for Mas 
dame Defvaus. FENTON 


Againſt the name of Monfieur le Noir 
food the following obſervation. Commanded 
at Tanam; and, on the enemies VERSION 
bt, abandoned it to them, | 


Meſſieurs Duplan, Beauffe et, and de la Selle. 
were not cited as patterns of probity and difin- 
tereſtedneſs. The articles of the memorial, 
which regarded them, are as follows, * 


Duplan, Commiſſary of Monfieur de Buſſis 
army, and paid to extol immoderately the new 
projects, HAS "MADE A GREAT FUR. 
TUNE THERE. A VAGUE died BOM: 
$AS8TIC SPEAKER, © 


Beauſſet, charged with the care of the Hi oh 
Reads, and Org Flantations, in which employments 
be * 


C O:U-N-T- LALLY. got 


* 
- 


he does not forget himſelf... As to the geb. K a 


confined genius, and. loues money as ſl . 


wife,” who governs him. 


De u Selle Sor e Monſicur de 
Zulß charged him with the recovery. of four Cer 
cars ; does not want parts; *but he ſpeaks as" his 
intereſt. direds ; is worſe informed, than iS v 
fetts. to appear; or leſs fixcore. Aran 


Mefficurs Miran and la Pottetie 6 were lke- 
wiſe defcribed as men, uo in te management 
of the affairs; with which they were intruſted, ud 
ſcarce am thing in view but their private in- 
tereſt. On the fame line with their names, 
and relatively to the details, with which they 
were entruſted, ſtood this. ſhort. but ſignifi- 
cant note. THEY DON'T FORGET 
THEMSELVES, THERE. | | 
Extract from the byfruSjons given by the _ 
Pag to Count Lally, in regard. to the {es 
* military ſervants. f 7 
WO Sieur de Lally will take care not to 

truſt any, expedition entirely to the troops 
of the Company. There is great reaſon 
to fear, that the ſpirit of inſubordination and 
undiſcipline, and the love of money, might 
make the Officers commit faults, which 
it is but prudent to prevent, in order to 
avoid the diſagreeable neceſſity of puniſh- 
ing them. Beſides, the ſucceſs of every en- 
tcrpriſe will be the ſarer for the Company's 
troops 


2 —ͤñ— — — ——— — 
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troops having nothing to do but follow the 
cxample;' which will be given cer IT, his 
n troops. 


* * — . ** 


Nr 8 a 


1 


f March 1759, in a to one written 55 
i lata Count TP 5 arrival i in oy Nan 


\INOE ch Ra 10 had PROS SFM 

of any confiderable extent in the Indies, it 
has never received, gentlemen, either from 
the Governor, or from the ſuperior: Council; 
ſuch details and eclairciſſements, as might en- 
able it to form a true judgment of the quantity 
and quality of its incomes, and its expences. 
For a long time paſt, theſe incomes have 
deen repreſented to it as ſources of wealth 
ſufficient not only to anſwer all its ex- 
pences in the Indies. but even ſupply it 
with gratuitous. cargoes. For this reaſon, 
the Company having, after the laſt war, 
made the greateſt efforts to remit you 
conſiderable funds, expected that theſe fame 
funds, added to the annual revenues above 
mentioned, would have had ſuch à great 
and laſting influence on your circum- 
ſtances, as to make them perfectly eaſy in 
that reſpect. Nevertheleſs, it now ſees with 
concern, that not only you are very far from 
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being as yet in this ſo much defired- ſituation, 
but that your affairs wear a much more Gf. 
agreeable ſped, than _ 44. N 


If the preſent war, and the expences o- 
cafioned” by it, were the only cauſes of this 
failure, the Company, perhaps, would not 
have ſo good a right to compli but what 
muſt always appear amazing to it is, that, 
ſince you enjoy theſe revenues, and even. in 
years in which you enjoyed tranquility. along 
with them, your circumſtances have” riot 
been a whit the better. All your letters 
have been conſtantly filled, as they are at 
preſent, with complaints of the ſcarcity of 
funds, and the neceſſity you are under of 
contracting onerous debts; without which, 
you ſay, the Council would never, perhaps, 
have been able to ſend us the few cargoes 
we have received for ſome years paſt. 
Nor is this all. It looks as if, in laying 
open your wants, you did not think ur. 
ſelves at the ſame time bound to ſupply thæ 
Company with any accounts of your ſtew- 
ardihip ; particularly the uſe you make” of 
its revenues. In fact, we have never been 
able to gather from your letters any ſatiſ- 
factory detail; we ſee no reſolutions of the 
Council for letting the Company's lands; 
we know no farmers but ſuch as you con- 
deſcend to let us know; we are ſtrangers to 
that authority by which you change them; 

we 


- 


we — e either any examination 
af accounts at the expiration of the leaſes ; or 
any verbal proceſſes to prove the deficiences; 
or any reſolutions of the Council to order 
works. It is only by the public voice we 
can learn any thing of your underta- 

ings. In fine, we are left in the dark, 
wy with regard to the- expence requifite 
or the keeping and Wer of theſe 


WE ITS | 


At length, this affotted FR of - yours 
determined the Company to ſend Monſieur 
Clouet to the Indies, imorder to procure by his 
means the infermations. we wanted ; and, at 
the fame time, charge him with the general 
receipt of theſe revenues, and direct him 
to pay with theſe very revenues the ex- 
pences of the war. Judge, therefore, gen- 
tlemen, how great muſt have been the afto- 
niſhment of the Company, on hearing that 
Monſicur Clouet faw himſelf obliged to 
ſpend ſome months at Pondichery, without 
being ſo much as able to ſet about the buſinels 
upon which we, ſent him. PE 2 


Though che demand be made of two ee 
ſellors to form an office had not the ſanction 
of the Company, you ſhould, notwithſtand - 
ing, in order to make the Compauy forget 
your criminal ſilence, have exerted your- 
No "Rl ſelves, 


COUNT/LALLY. 3 
ſelves; one and all, to procure Monfieue | 


Clouet all the aſſiſtance he might want. Far 
from this, you affected not to know the con- 
tents of his inſtructions; you began by put 
rials and your anſwers; you put him off till 
the expiration of the leaſes; you endeavoured 
to terrify him with the multitude of the ob- 
jets which required his attention; you told 
him, that, for the future, it would be his buſi-- 
neſs to find money, couliſes, proviſions, men, 

&c. In fine, there have been members of the 
Council ſo little circumſpect, as to adviſe 


things diametrically oppoſite to the intentions 


of the Company. You do not ſo much as 
vouchſafe to ſend the Company either the 
memorials of Monſieur Clouet, or the Coun- 
cil's anſwers to Ws i 


If you with, MY that the Company 
ſhould not conceive thoſe ſuſpicions, which 
ſuch a conduct might naturally create, you 
muſt be more circumſpect for the future, and 


more attentive to the execution of its orders. 


It directs Monſicur Clouet to return to Pondi- 


chery, and conform to the new orders it now 


ſends him. Theſe orders tend only to clear 
up ſome articles in his firſt inſtructions, Which 
are fill the ſame. We ſend you à copy of 
our letter to Monſieur Clouet. We ſend ano- 
n to Monſieur de Lally, requeſting him, at 

X the 
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the ame time, to give, himſdf,, ſuch ordert, 
as may prevent the execution of thoſe given 
by the Company ſuffering any difficulty or 
delay. The Company has reaſon to believe 
and hope, that it vill not be obliged to uſe 
* * — unn | 


[Meek rely picky, Gastes, your 
yy humble and obedient fervants, the Syn- 


dics and Directors of the India Company. 
Signed, COLABAU, . CASAUBON,. GIL- 
LY, GODEHEU, .SAINTARD, MICHEL, 
CLAESSEN, ROTHE, and COT TIN. P. C. 
Signed, SAINTE=CATHERINE.: 
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Letter from the Company to Cum Lally, dated 
the 20th 15 March, 12 59s 


bo - — 


SIR. 


O U.. nay ſo, by the foregoing at 
patches of the Company, with what im- 
patience we wiſhed for the news of your arri- 
val on the coaſt of Coromandel. The public 
and the Proprietors had joined us in our wiſhes 
and prayers, when Monſicur le Comte de 
Montmorency, ho arrived at. Poxt L Orient 
the 28th of laſt month, brought the Company 
all the packets, of which he had been ſo kind 
as to take charge; and ab” | 
- 48 ; - GE 
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of the celerity and ſucceſs of your firft operations ; 
the fiege of Cudaloor begun the very day of ,your 
arrival ; that of Fort &. David undertaken im- 
 mediately after; the taking of "this fort, the 
moſt confiderahle and beſt fortified: of all the forts 
built by the Europeans an the coaft f Coromandel; 
and the taking f Devi-cottah immediately after 
are events, WHICH: WILL RENDER FOR 


EVER MEMORABLE YOUR: ARRIVAL 


AT PONDICHERY. .. 
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We cannot aſſiſt you, Sir, ut with our 
withes, and tell you what we ſhall be glad to hear 


you have done. The Miniſtry and the Com- 
pany are ſenſible, that your projects and 


your enterpriſes depend upon circumſtances, 
and ſuch an actual knowledge of the places 
where you are, as your fituation affords 


you an opportunity of acquiring. 


However important your. military. opera- 
tions may be, the State and the Company, 
Sir, expect from your zeal and activity, 
that, when theſe operations ſhall be ſuſ- 
pended or ſtopt, or happen to be ſuch, as 
you may cauſe to be executed without 
being yourſelf perſonally preſent, you. avill 
be kind enough to beftaw ſome thoughts on the 

X 2 admi- 
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en of the Company's affairs, and the 
erigin of the ABUSES WITHOUT NUMBER, 
which we can perceive in them. AN ABSO- 
LUTE DESPOTISM ſeems to be the firſt 
thing that requires correction; and we beſeech 
vou, Sir, th employ all the authority, with which 
ven are inveſted, to put an entire A to 
this abuſe, and tven cut the roots of it. We 
think, Sir, that it belongs. to the Company 
to judge, - what departments in the admini- 
ſtration of its affairs ought to be excluſively 
reſerved to the Governor and Commander in 
Chief ; and that- all thoſe affairs, concerning 
which it thinks proper to write to the ſuperior 
Council, ought to be treated of in the Coun- 
dil, and there diſcufſed by all the mems 
bers which compoſe it. Io this effect, the 
Company means, that all its letters to the 

Council ſhould be opened in full Council; 
rad there in an audible manner; regiſtered 
there article by article; and that all the 
members ſhould be informed of the orders 
they contain, and of the duties they impoſe 
on them. This is a neceſſary. preliminary, 
which we earneſtly beg of you, Sir, to ſee exe- 
cuted during your ſtay at Pondichery, Every 
thing confpires to make the Company place its 
whole dependance upon To for the form to 
be therein obſerved. But it maſt earneſtly bers 
7. you to Habliſh one, from which it may not be 
in the power of the members to deviate ; the pur- 
port 


COUNT ALK. 30 
Port of which every member may know z the exe- 
caution of which he may inſiſt upon; and which 
may render hiniſelf culpable, if he does n:t in 
Jift ng the execution ef it. 1 
This firſt ANY ben once well It cfabliQied 
and faithſully executed, will ſecure to the 
Company two things of equal importance to 
it; one, that its lands and revenues will be 
| adinififtercd, or let out upon leaſe, with 
cxconomy ; that no 'motives of complaiſance' 
or private fayour will cauſe this or that 
ſteward or farmer to be preferred to another, 
who might have it in his power to make 
the lands or revenues produce more, and, 
beſides, offered to give better ſecurity for 
the perception and bringing in of ſuch Pro- 
duce. Yu camst but fee, as we do, Sir, 
that this ſecurity is not to be obtained only by the 
Cruncil's excluding itſelf from all mtereſt, di- 
? e or indirettly. in the cellecking of the reve- 
es; and that the Company cannet, on any pre- 
text. "whatſoever, ſuffer theſe, who, in virtue. of 
therr office, are cbliged to look to its intereſts, to 
be diverted therefrom by any perſenal intercſ, 
iich can x. ver be compatible with that of the 
Public. What is here ſaid of the members of the 
Council, is to be underſtood of the Under-merchants, 
and other perſons i in the Company's ſervice. Both 
the one, and the other ought to ftand excluded, 


by fuch their office, from Zhe charge of any kind 
X 3 | of ' 
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of Farm whatſoever. They ought not to be 
ſo much as permitted to become ſeeurity for 
the Farmers; and, in caſe it ſhould come 
to be diſcovered, that there was any thing 
in diſpute between any of them and a Far- 
mer, and they had made in the leaſes any 
private ſtipulation, verbal or Written, not 
only ſuch ſtipulation ſhall be null and void, 
but the perſon employed by the Company, «who 
has taken” ſuch liberty, ſhall be excluded from 
the ſervice of the Gompany, and proſecuted at 
the ſuit of the Attorney General, as gully 7 
frangreſag the Company's cker. 


The other ſecurity, which. we expect from 
the publicity of the Company's orders, is, 
that the Company's money will be expen- 
ded with more order and economy than it has 
, hitherto been. In this place, Sir, we ſhall 
not enter into any detail with you relating 
to this matter. But the Company earneſtly 
requeſts you to peruſe all the letters it has 
already written, and ſhall hereafter write, to the 
Council, each of which treats of ſome Pars 
ticular article, which it has equally at heart 
to inſpect narrowly into and clear up. | 


You will ſee, Sir, by theſe letters, that the 
Company has been hitherto kept in the dark 
in regard to the reſult of the examination of 
tie account' of te Farmer Rangapapouley ; 
that it has 1 E bet been made arquainted 

"”__ 
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with the ſurreſt f the three Commiſſaries of the. 
Council deputed to examine the Farmers accounts: 
who ſhould, every one of them, have brought 
back journals of all the ſteps they took, in order 
to procure for the Council the inſormations, 
which they had been deputed to obtain; that, 
before your arrival, conſiderable expences had. 
been made to encloſe Karical; ts conſtructf, in 
the neighbourhood of the limits of Pondichery, cer 
tam kinds of fortification, which yo. yourſelf, Sir, 
and all the military gentlemen, have extremely 
diſapproved ; that money had been likewiſe laid 
out in fortifications at Chilimbrum, which ap- 
peared to be entirely uſeleſs, e Len 
by Sood Judges. 


All theſe and many other leſs confiderable ex- 
pences, which it would be too long to particularize, 
were made at a time, that the want of. 
money was moſt ſeverely felt; they were. made 
without the propriety f them being properly 
diſcuſſed; without the neceſſity of them being 
demonſtrated z -without the means to pay them 
being provided. F the Council had been made 
armainted with the orders of the Company, 
and the Company's diſpatches had been read 
in the Council, it would, 10 doubt, have ob- 
ferved, THAT THE FILLING OF 
THE MAGAZINES WITH | PROF V 
SIONS "AND MILITARY STORES WAS 
oF: Moe NOOR, and that the funds 

* " X 4 . © exhaufted 
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exhauſted by theſe expences, if employed in the 
purchaſe of military tres, would have enabled 
ou, on your arrival, to execute," with greater 
celerity | comvemency and ſecurity, the operaticns 
you had to perform, in order to deftroy the:ſettle- 
ments of the enemies 8 ae and ee 


* 2 2 1 * n. 4+ 


. *. en eee 
YUP: e * the rapaciouſneſs of the 
men under your orders; and beſtow your 
confidence only on ſuch, as are entitled to 
it by their good conduct and good name. 
Keep at a diſtance all thoſe, who haye 
rendered themſelves liable to ſuſpicion; cauſe 
to be narrow ly watched thoſe, who have 
not as yet been tried ; and prepare for us, 
we beſeech you, ſuch notes and inſtructive me- 
morials, as may enable us to ſet a juſt value on 
all thoſe attached to the Company's. ſervice. . Our 
opinions f them vary greatly; AN THE 
COP AN DESIRES TO BE THROUGH. 
LAND PARTICULARLY INFORMED. 
OF THE. MERIZ QF ALL THOSE EM. 
PLOYED IN & SERVICE. Theſe are the ins 
formations, Str, which-the Gompany expegts from 
you; and which conftitute one of the c ief advans, 
tages it hopes from your. voyage ts the Indier. 


HFitherto we have confined ourſelves to the 
zdvantage, that would accrue from your firſt 
ſacceſſes, of which Monſicur le Comte dg 
Mon: morency has given us the detail ; but 


ys 
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we hope you will procure Kill greater ad- 
vantages to the-Company.-..We. fay nothing 
to you of your expedition to Tanjore, the cir- 
cumſtances of which we have received no di- 
rect account of; but we flatter ourſelves, by 
what Monſieur de Leyrit writes to the Com- 
pany, in his letter of the iſt of Auguſt 
1758, concerning your way of thinking, 
that, ' without giving yourſelf am trouble to diſ- 
cuſs the interefts , the Mooriſh Lords, or 
who is to:have.the Nabobſhips, you will: not: lofe 
fight of the object of your military expedition. 


. . . * * . * * * . * * A = 


It is, Sir, this uninterrupted ſucceſs, which 
alone can procure you the means of ſucceed- 
ing in your future enterpriſes ; ſupply you 
with the neceflary reſources ; and enable you 
to ſupport indiſpenſable expences. You muſt 
be ſenfible, how much œconomy is wanting; 
notwithſtanding which, be meet every where 
PROOFS OF THE "MOST BOUNDLESS 
PRODIGALAY, AND THE GREATEST 
DISORDER. Vie ſee the rents of cur lands 
devoured. for the meſt part by deficiencies 5 We 
et immenſe expences to attajn trifling ends, and 
an exceſſive conſumption of effefts of ſuch a nature, 
as not to be replaced. INCONSIDERATE DE- 
MINDS ARE MADE: UPON US, for want 
of reflecting on the impoſſibility the Company 
is under of proyiding for them, For, in fa, 
ur - 448359 37. 0 TIES" ; 88 Lr, 
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where could we find fleets to carry, from the ports 
of France to Pondichery, all the provifiens, mi- 
Atary flores, naval ftores, tools, and effetts of 
every other kind, which they write to us for ? 
Mlere could we find funds to purchaſe them? 
Yet, as though all theſe things were nothing, we 
are told, that they would be un better than thrown 
away, UNLESS WE'SEND WHH THEM 
THO HUNDRED THOUSAND MARKS 
OF SILVER, AMOUNTING TO: ABOVE. 
TEN MILLIONS OF LIVRES. You know 
what efforts the Company made at your de- 
parture ; you know, that, without the effec- 
tual aſſiſtance of the government, it would 
have been impoſſible for the Company to 
make them; you know, that, at the moment 
of your ſetting out, the Company even found 
itſelf utterly unable to ſupply every thing, 
with which it had reſolved to provide you; 
and that the government was obliged, by 
the then circumſtances of its affairs, to 
ſend elſewhere two men of war, which were 
to fail with you to the Indies; and two batta« 
hons of his Majeſty's troops, with which 
your detachment was to have been reinforced. 
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N We have the honour of bel with a wet 
r arrzelument. Ws 


Extract 
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Extra From: a Leiter written by Count Lally 
to Monjieur de Leyrit, dated Karical the 28th 


F June. 1758. 


11 to the letters > receive 7 Meſficus | 
de Buffy and Law, I can hardly help miſ- 
taking them for the productions of the mad- 
houſes in Paris. If Fit promiſe to Join us, 
well and good, Otherwiſe, were I in your 
place, I would not give myſelf the trouble 
fo anſwer them. I ſhould be glad to know in 
what conſiſts the advantage our Company can 
expect from their war or their peace; their 
treaties or their alliances, In. good earneſt, 
you muſt have a great ſtock of patience and 
good nature, to read their letters. For, 
how is it poſſible to liften, without indigna» 
tion, to 4 man at the head of 150 {care-crows, 
who tells you ſeriouſly, that he is in doubt, 
whether he ſhall fall upon the Capital of the 
Mogul Empire, or 2 with all the forces 
God has put into his hands and make an 
irruption into Bengal. My opinion is, that, 
when theſe gentlemen arrive, you imme- 
diately order them to be let blood and put 
under a courſe of phyſic, if there are ſtill any 
| hopes left of their coming to Hees 


again. 
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Report Has by "At eur 4 F. 5 8 cortrni ng 
" the Mutiny of the Army at V. andiwaſh. | h 


"THE under written, eee 
of the ſecond and third battalions of tlie 
regiment of Lorrain, at the time the mutiny 
happened at Vandiw ath, on the 17th, of Octo- 
ber 17 59» certify, t chat being at Monficur 
Alen's; Major of the regiment of Lally, and 
at that time Commander of che Army, about 
four i in the afternoon, I was informed by an 
acquaintance of mine, that a revolt had al- 
ready broke out in my quarters. T found all 
the common ſoldiers, grenadiers, corporals, 
and under-oorporals of the whole regiment, | 
in the ftreets, and going to draw up on the 
ſpot, where we Uſed: to aſſemble ; * ; T" aw 
them With their arms and baggage. I threw 
my A&tf into the midſt of them, aſking "what 
made them aſſemble without orders in "this 
manner? But I could licar nothing but an 25 
verſal bawling, the purport of which i 
impoffible for me to particularize. 1 bel 
on the officers of the regiment to aſſiſt me to 
quell this tumult, and bring about peace, 
They readily feoonded me; and, as the muti- 
neers began to move, we put "ourſelves. in 
their way to ſtop them. I ſoon found all, my 
endeayoury 
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endeavours fignified nothing; and I own, that | 


the paſſion I was in, made me forgot all they 


ſaid and all they did. I can, indeed, very well 
remember, that, finding it impoſſible to ſtop. 


them by the word of command, or even by 
the King's name, I put myſelf at their head, and 
told them, that, if they were going to theenemy, 
they ſhould not go without taking me along 
with them. Their officers did the ſame, and 
we marched together for above half a league. 
At length they ſtopt, and drew up in order 
of battle. I then aiked what they had to com- 
plain of. They alledged, that they could not 


obtain any juſtice that they were quarrelled 


with about trifles; that they were not allowed 
to go to the Bazars in drawers, and were 
thereby obliged to be always in guetres; that 
they were not paid; that they were, not- 
withſtanding, ſeverely puniſhed, and even 
threatened with the picket, when they did 
not appear orderly on duty; whereas, far 
from being able to purchaſe guetres, they had 
not wherewith to procure themſelves draw- 
ers; that they had too long ſuffered them- 
Fitz to be impoſed upon; that their officers 
thought only how they could amuſe them; that 
the General had laid his hands u ponevery thing; 
chat he had bought a ſhip, and put three mil- 
lions on board it; that he was on the point 
of embarking, and taking every thing along 
with Kibn; that they were covered with 
wounds; 
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wounds; that they were intitled to ſome indul · 

gence, eſpecially now that they ſaw the Field 
Officers recalled, particularly the Chevalier 
de Soupire, who had promiſed them at Port 
L Orient, that he would not return to Eu- 
n K Wen. 


That e were an lee on 1 beet 
that) 24 themſelves baniſhed in ſuch a 
diftant place, they had no longer any mea- 
ſures to keep; that they no longer confidered 
themſelves as rrenehen. 


That. in a tak they were not going to 
the enemy; and that in a ſhort time we 
ſhould ſee them halt, and know what they 
really ee 


However, in ſpite of all their bawling, 1 
could perceive a change in them; they came 
to terms with me; they defired I ſhould 
give them a promiſe under my hand to ſay 
nothing of what had happened, and inſiſted 
on all the other officers doing the fame. 1 
thoughr proper to comply in order to bring 
them back to their duty. This done, they 
faced avout and followed me, affuring-me that 
they loved me, as well as all their own Of- 
ficers ; that they would fell their lives for 
us, but that the wretched condition they 
were left in after an action, in which they 

| had 
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had ſaved/the Indies by their | bravery; had 
made them take that deſperate ſtep; that 
they had no reaſon to complain of any body 


FF 


When we had almoſt ant Tack tame 
quarters, they heard the drums beata march, 
Upon this, they opt ſhort in ſpite of all 
we could ſay to them; they began to ſhout, 
and their ſhouts were anſwered. The troops 
of the Company and the regiment of Lally 


appeared in full march to them, calling them 


cowards if they retracted. Upon this, the 
tumult began again; and I could no longer 
make any impreſſion upon them. The whole 
army went to paſs the night half a league 
from its quarters. This is what I atteſt, in 
witneſs whereof I fign. Signed, Folenay, r 
tain of the regiment of Lorrain. | 


We ſpent the night wich them, exhorting 
them and begging of them to return to their 
duty, 424 were by this time all gathered 
together, . The 18th. at day break they beat 
the General, before they put themſolves in 
motion. Monficur Alen, myſelf, and ſeveral 
other Officers who, followed him, ſpoke. tg 
them again. They immediately returned to 
their bawling, Rill repeating, without con- 


a to liſten to what we. ſaid to them, 
| that 


but their general; that they had, een 
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that they were not going to the enemy. They 
had, in the night, ſeized on all tho artillery and 
ammunition. At eight in the morning, they 
began their march, when we thought proper 
to retire to Vandiwaſh, as we found our pre- 
ſence ſerved only to exaſperate them. We ſent 
Meſſenger aſter Meſſenger to them. We ſtrove 
to engage the few ſoldiers who lagged behind 
to join them, hoping, that, as they appeared 
better diſpoſed than thoſe of the main body, 
the more of them joined the main body, the 
ſooner we ſhould be able to Revi it to rea- 
ſon. 


Things went on thus till the roth. At 
night, Monſieur de Fumel, heretofore a M- 
jor General, arrived with money. 


We accompanied him to the Aldec of Co- 
lour, whither the mutineers had withdrawn. 


Monſieur de Fumel called for the chiefs of 


each body, who thereupon aſſembled before us; 


when we propoſed to them, that they ſhould 


take four montlis pay; repreſented, that we had 
been hard put toobtainevenſo much; that there 
was a neceſſity for their yeilding to circumſtan- 
ces. The Chiefs appeared to conſent; they an- 
ſwered that thæy would go and inform their 


reſpective corps of the offers that had been 
made them. They were hereupon deſired to 
aſſemble the heads of the Companies, that 


theſe 


s 
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theſe oſſers might be repeated to them. 
A ring being formed: they were; accordingly; 
repeated; and the heads of the reſpeciive 
companies, which compoſed it, ſremed wil 
ling to comply; but thoſe; who ſtood near 
them, cried out immediately, that no com- 
poſition would do; that nothing leſs than 
their whole pay would ſatisfy them. Upon 
this the ring broke up, and we went to our 
different corps, who aſſured us, as before, 
ef their averſion to go over to the Engliſn; 
that they would fight like lions; that, were 
the Engliſh to appear, they . call upon 
us to * them 18m | 


Thy a however; to their old com- 
plaints, on our repreſenting to them that 
every thing poſſible had been done. They 
told us that there was money in Pondichery ; 
and that a great deal was Hill wanting to make 
up their pay. They. enumerated to us the 
ſums lately received by the General; that he 
had received 80, ooo pagodas from the inha- 
bitants of Pondichery; 100,000 rupees from. 
the Daubachis; eight laks from the ſqua- 
dron; that he had, beſides, in his ſhip, 
wherewith to pay twenty one. That it was 
the faſhion of the country for Generals, when 
they left it, to carry off all they could along 
with them. That Monſieur Dupleix had car- 
ried off ſeveral montlis pay belonging to the 

N JE: - troops, 


troops ; that Monſieur Godcheu had done 
the ſame; as would Monſieur de Lally, if 
they had not ſtirred in time. It now appear- 


. ed to no purpoſe to preach to them any . 
j longer. Monſieur, 4 . bid us with- 
bf ge 16er 
ae third 42 certify the truth of 

P, this report. "Signed FOLENAY. 

We. LENO wp! N 1 — — . 1 

1 Declaration of Count Lally to the Gentlemen of 

t 1 | the ſuperior Council of Pondicer x. 

H 

| 31ſt of Auguſt, 1760. 

4 * E are come at laſt, Gentlemen, to the 
1 | eve of the catoſtrophe, which I have 


2 >. 
$ — 


forctold to you. Your hatred againſt me 
has got the better of your defire to ſave Pon- 
dichery, Since the impriſonment of Mon- 
fieur de Buſſy, Monſieur Moracin has put 
himſelf at the head of a cabal formed by three 
or four of your members, who have erected 
themſelves into cenfors of all my negotia- 
tions and military operations. 


— 


— Wh, 
. 
— — - 


From the day of your firſt diobedlence 


to the King's orders; a memorable day, 
Al Ain 
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in which the enemy appeared both e ſea 
and land to attack us. 


Twelve days ago, you applied to me for 
à national Council, merely with a view to 
break the meaſures I had taken for the im- 
mediate raifing of the ſum of 300, ooo ru- 
pees on merchants, who were your friends and 
partners, in order to load with it wretches, 
who, I well knew, would never be able to 
raiſe, in time, the tax that ſhould be im- 
poſed upon them. This ſum was the only 
reſource left for officers, who, for want of 
mere ſubſiſtence, are no longer able to keep 
with their reſpective corps. Theſe mer- 
chants are the men, who, for. two years 
paſt, have been abſorbing all the ready 
money of this ſettlement. Yon, at length, 
forced me to conſent to the holding of this 
Council, the reſult of whoſe deliberations 
was known the next day by the enemy. 


You have been ever fince conſtantly impor- 
tuning me to ſend out detachments, to bring 
provifions into Pondichery ; you decided, that 
I had more troops than were requiſite for 
the "defence of the place. In conſequence 
hereof, I, ten days ago, ſent out 200 mien. 
I was for ſending out the like number the 
day before yeſterday ; ; but you oppoſed it, 
an pretence that it would be ſtripping the 
4 place 
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place of ſome of the troops neceſſary ſos 
its defence. A ee! 


— 1 have Fg pourſebres: ſo far ag to 
preſcribe. to me operations, with which the 
King and the Company have charged me, and 
me only; and which they have even for- 
bid me to communicate to you. Vou have 
already twice laid me under a neceſſity of 
laying before you the powers of the Court, 
which injoin you, on pain of becher, 
to ney, me. | | 


tt is kick time I mould take a 1 re- 
ſolution, That of ſeverity is, I well know, 
what you would willingly drive me to. It 
would haſten, by a month, the loſs of the 
place, in conſequence | of the , refuſal ] 
thould then experience of the, few means 
Mill left to keep it off. Behold, therefore, 
what I have at laft reſolved upon. It is tg 
lay down the authority, with which the 
| King and the Company have entruſted me, 
and to charge you alone with the event. 
J ſhall for the future look upon myſelf as a 
private perſon i in every reſpect; and, as ſuch, 
thall be equally ready with the meaneſt in- 
habitant to expoſe my perſon, in caſe the 
Englith ſhould attack our walls. And J 
order you, in the King's name, to enter 


this my declaration in your regiſters, ang 
| to 


, 
oy 


4 . 
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0 let me have a copy thereof compared 
with the original; which done, I leave you 
at liberty to do and act, as you yourſelves 


ſhall think proper. Signed, LALLY, and 


underneath is written, - By the King's Com- 
miſſary. Signed, Rocusr TE. 

N. B. The reaſons aſſigned by Count Lally 
for taking this ſtep were, that the members 
of · the Council, and the other ſervants of the 
Company, had openly ſhook off the yoke of 
dis authority; that their paſt behaviour ſuffi- 
ciently indicated a fixed reſolution to thwart, 
privately or publickly, all his future mea- 
ſurcs for the ſafety of the place; and that the 
orders given by him with that view, inſtead of 
being obeyed, ſerved only to increaſe the fury 
of his enemies. After all, he never actually 
quitted the command, the Officers of the 
army having declared, that in that caſe they 
would, 3 throw up their commĩſſions. 
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ACCOUNTS os THE TAKING or PONDI- 


CERN ctven BY TRE ENGLISH 
COMMANDERS. | 


Colonel Cote: Account ; in a Letter to one of 
His Britannic Majeſty's Secretaries of State. 
Dated Head Quarters at Oulgaret, # ebruary 


3, 1761. 


SIR, 

N the 23d of Ober, Admiral Stevens 

failed from Trincamaley to refit the 
ſquadron, leaving five fail of the line, under 
the command of Captain Haldane, to continue 
the blockade of Pondichery by ſea, which 
place began to be greatly diſtreſſed for want 
of proviſions. On the gth of November, I or- 
dered a ricochet battery for four pieces of can · 
non to, be erected to the northward, at about 
1400 yards from the town, more with a de- 
ſign to harraſs the enemy, than any damage 
we could think of doing to the works at ſo 
great a diſtance. On the 1oth, we began to 
land our ſtores, and to prepare every thing for 
0 the carrying on the fiege with vigour. The 
rains being over by the 26th, I imagined the 
diſtreſſes of the enemy might be much aug- 
mented, and garriſon duty rendered very fa- 
tiguing, if ſome batteries were erected on dif- 

- ferent quarters of the town: I therefore gave 
directions 


COUNT LALLY. 327 


directions to the engineers to pitch on proper 
places, at ſuch diftances, and in fuch fitua- 
tions, that the ſhot from them might enfilade 
the works of the garriſon, and our men and 
guns not expoſed to any certain fire of the 
enemy. Accordingly, the following batteries 
were traced out, one (called the Prince of 
Wales's) for four guns, near the beach on the 


north fide; to enfilade the great ſtteet, which 


runs north and ſouth through the white town: 
one for four guns and two mortars, to the 
north weſt quarter, at 1000 yards diſtance, to 
enfilade the north face of a large counterguard, 
before the north weft baſtion, called the Duke 
of Cumberland's; a third called Prince Ed- 
ward's, for two guns; to the ſouthward, at 
1200 yards diſtance, to enfilade the ſtreets 
from ſouth to north, ſo as to croſy the fire 
from the northern battery; and a fourth to 
the ſouth-weſt, called Prince William's, for 
two guns and one mortar, at 1100 yards 
diftance, in order to deſtroy the guns in St. 
Thomas's redoubt, and to ruin the veſſels and 
boats near it. On the 8th, at midnight, they 
were all opened together, and continued firing 
till day-light. On the gth, the enemy kept 
up a warm fire on our batteries, without doing 
much damage to them. This day one gun- 
ner and a ſubedar of ſeapoys were killed. On 
the 25th Admiral Stevens, with four ſhips 


of the line, arrived off Pondichery, having 


Y 4 parted 
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8 company with. Admiral Corniſh and 
his diviſion, on the 16th inſtant, in blowing 
weather. On the 29th, a battery, called the 
Hanover, was begun, ſor ten guns and three 
mortars, to the northward; at 480 yards diſ- 
tance from the town, againſt the north-weſt 
auen and curtain; 


: on the 1K of January, we had a very vio- 
lent ſtorm of wind and rain: it began at 
eight o'clock in the evening, and laſted till 
between three and four the next morning. 
I gave directions for the repairing our bat- 
teries, which the ſtorm had - almoſt ruined, 
and the putting every thing into the beſt order 
our preſent ſituation would admit. On the 
4th we had the agreeable fight of Admiral 
Stevens in the Norfolk, who had the good 
fortune to weather out the ſtorm, without ſuf- 
fering the leaſt damage. On the gth I at- 
tacked a poſt of very great conſequence to 
the enemy, in which were four twenty-eight 
pounders, called St. Thomas's redoubt, and 
Carried it without any loſs. At day-light on 
the 6th, zoo of the enemy's grenadiers retook 
it, owing to the Officer, commanding the re- 
doubt, not being able to keep his Seapoys to- 
gether. This day Admiral Corniſh in the 
Lenox, with the York and Weymouth, ar- 
rived; and, as moſt of the ſhips, which had 
porn diſabled, were now reftted; the blogy 

We . 8 Kade 
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kade of Pondichery was as compleat as ever. 
On the 12th the Hanover battery, being re- 
paired, kept up a very briſł fire, and greatly 
damaged the counterguard and baſtion, and 
made a breach in the curtain. On the 13th, 
in the evening, I ordered a working- party of 
700 Europeans and 400 Laſcars, with the 
pioneers company, under the command of a 
Major, to the northward, where the engineers 
had traced out a battery for eleven guns and 
three mortars. At eight-o'clock they began 
a trench for introducing gabions of four feet 
high, which were to form the interior facing 
of the battery. At the ſame time a parallel 
was begun, go yards in the rear, of 250 yards 
long, and an approach of 400 yards in 
length. Notwithſtanding the moon ſhone 
very bright, and the battery within goo yards 
of the walls, every thing went on without the 
leaſt diſturbance from the enemy. By morn- 
ing ſix embrazures were in a condition to re- 
ceive guns, and the reſt far advanced. This 
was called the royal battery. On the 14th 
the Hanover battery kept up a conſtant fire 
the whole day, which entirely ruined the weſt 
face and flank of the north-weſt baſtion. On 
the 1 sth the royal battery was opened, which. 
by eight o'clock. in the morning, ſilenced the 
fire of the enemy, and gave us an opportunity 
of beginning a trench, to contain our royal 
mottar and three guns, for the more ſpeedy 
demo- 


93 o 
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demolition of the demi- baſtion and ravelin of 
Madras-gate. This evening Colonel Dure, 
of the royal artillery, the Chief of the feſaits, 
and two Civilians, were ſent out by Monficur 
Lally, with propoſals for the delivering up the 
garriſon, a copy of which 1 have the honour 
to incloſe you, and my anfwer thereto. Alſo 
2 copy of the ſeveral articles delivered me by 
the Chief of the jeſuits, on behalf of the 
French Eaſt India company, to which I made 
no reply. On the 16th, at eight o'clock in 
the morning, the grenadiers of my regiment 
took poſſeſſion of the Villenour-gate; and, in 
the evening, thoſe of Draper's of the citadel. 
The Commiſfaries were immediately ordered 
to take an account of all the military ftores 
found in the garriſon, and returns to be given 
in, of the number of Officers, non- com- 
miſſioned and private, of the different corps, 
at the time the place ſurrendered, as well as 
the number of inhabitants; all of which I have 
now the honour to tranſmit to you, as well as 
2 plan of the garriſon, with the works carried, 
and intended to be carried on, againſt it, 


It is with the greateſt pleaſure I acquaint 
you, that during the whole time of the bloc- 
kade, a perfect harmony ſubſiſted between the 
mary and army, and all poffible affiftance 
given me by Admiral Stevens. I ſhould like- 
wie do great Ice to Captain Haldane, if 


I omitted 
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I omitted to mention his attention and aſſiduity 
for the public ſervice, during his having the 
command of the ſhips left on the coaſt by Mr. 
Stevens, and of his doing every thing that 
could be wiſhed or expected from 2 good and 
gallant Officer, | 


ED have the honour to + be. &c. 
NOPE EYRE COOTE, 
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75 ranſlation f Mr, Lal ly's 5 Propoſals for the De- 
livery ef the Garriſon. Directed to Colonel 
Crate, Commander in Chief of his Britannig 

Majo Forces before Pondichery, 


HE taking of Chandernagore, contrary 

to the faith of treaties, and of that neu- 
trality which has always ſubſiſted between 
all European nations, and namely between 
the two nations in this part of India; and 
that immediately {er a ſignal fervice which 
the French nation had rendered the Engliſh, 
not only in taking no part againſt them with 
the Nabob of Bengal, but in receiving them 
in their ſettlements, to give them time to 
recover from their firſt loſſes (as appears by 
the letters of thanks from Mr. Pigot him- 
felf, and from the Council of Madras to 
that of Pondichery) added to the formal re- 
fuſal of fulfilling the conditions of a cartel, 


, agreed 
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agreed upon between our reſpective maſters, 
though it was at ſirſt accepted by Mr. pi. 
got, and the commiſſaries were named on 
both fides to go to Sadraſt to ſettle amicably. 
the difficulties. which might occur in its 
execution, put it out of my power with 
reſpect to my court to make or propoſe to 
Mr. Coote any capitulation for the town 
of Pondichery. | 


" 
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The King's troops, and thoſe of the Com- 
pany, ſurrender themſelves, for want of pro- 
viſions, priſoners of war of his Britannic Ma: 
jeſty, upon the terms of the cartel , which 
J reclaim equally for all the inhabitants of 
Pondichery, as well as for the exerciſe of the 
Roman religion, the religious houſes, hos 
pitals, chaplains, ſurgeons, ſervants, &c. re- 
terring myſelf to the deciſion of our two 
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* Count Lally inſiſts, that, though he confined 
himſelf, conformably to the advice of a council of war, 
to require for the troops no other conditions than'thoſe 
of the cartel, he, in ſo doing, required the moſt advantage- 

ous conditions he could poſſibly expect; ſince, in caſe his 
demand had been complied with, and the Count d'Ache 
had arrived in time with money to pay the ranſom 
ſtipulated by the 11th article of that cartel, Count 
Lally and his army might have recovered their liberty, 
and found themſelves in a condition to retake _—_ 
dichery from the Englith, 


courts 
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cburts for reparation pro portioned to the 
violation of ſo ſolemn a treaty. "if 


\ Accordingly Mr. us may take poſ- 
ſeſſion to-morrow morning at eight o' clock 
of the gate of Villenour; and after to-mor- 
row at the ſame hour of that of Fort St. 
Louis; and as he has the power in his own 
hands, he will dictate ſuch ulterior diſpo- 
fitions to be made as he ſhall judge proper. 


1 demand P Fa a principle of 
juſtice and humanity, that the mother and 
ſiſters of Rezaſail be permitted to ſeek an 
aſylum where they pleaſe, or that they re- 
main priſoners among the Engliſh, and be 
not delivered up into Mahomud Ally Cawn's 
hands, which are ſtill red with the blood of 
the huſband and father, that he has ſpilt, 
to the ſhame indeed of thoſe who gave them 


up to him; but not leſs to the ſhame of the 


Commander of the Englith army, who ſhould 
not have allowed ſuch a peice of barbarity 
to be committed in his camp.. 


As I am tied up by the cartel in the de- 


claration which I make to Mr. Coote, I 


conſent that the gentlemen of the Council 
of Pondichery may make their own repre- 


ſentations to him, with regard to what may 


more immediately concern their own pri- 
5 . vate 


2 


* - — 
— * a. — 
» 3 5 - 1 
— — 
— 2 
. oo * 
wn 


— — 
— = — — — - — — 
318 A ——_ — — — — g — — = 
—— 3 D x 1 * ” — I — 
8 2 : 6 2 - = - 4 * * 1 — 1 3 * a % 
E — — > _ — _ s ” p4 * 
” — 28 + - £ = - — w — — 2 S = - 88 — 
1 * . vs — — 1 — — — = 
L * 7 % _ . — 
— — — — — whe ab = _— +... - Laka KD 4," 46 — - 
— » = — —— OY PEE 
® © ——_ — * — —— * * — — —— — Pye -- 
s — 1 - - = I — VAT n — — 2 * | 
* — mn — = 


334 MEMOIRS OJO 


yate inte tali, as well as the intereſt of the j in 
habitants of the colony. 


bf Done at Fort Louis of Pondichery, the 
a ö 750 day of January 1 0 | 


[ ONE lait 1 M"g, - LALLY. 
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Colonel Coote's Anſwer 0 2 2 
. 


HE particulars of the at of Chan- 
 dernagore having been long ſince tranſ- 
mitted to his Britannic Majeſty, by the Officer 
to whom that place ſurrendered, Colonel 
Coote cannot take cognizance of what paſſed 
on that occaſion ;. nor can he admit the ſame 
as any way relative to the ſurrender of Pondi- 
chery. | 


The diſputes which have ariſen concerning 
the cartcl. concluded between their Britannic 
and moſt Chriſtian Majeſties, being as yet 
undecided, Colonel Coote has it not in his 
power to admit, that the troops of his moſt 
Chriftian Majeſty, and thoſe of the French 
Eaſt India Company, ſhall be deemed priſoners 
of war to his Britannic Majeſty upon the terms 

of that cartel; but requires that they ſur- 
render themſelves priſoners of war, to be uſed 
| as 
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as he ſhall think conſiſtent with the intereſts 


of the King his maſter. And Colonel Coote 


will ſhew all ſuch indulgences as are * 
to humanity. 


Colonel Coote wills ſend the grenadiers of 
his regiment, between the hours of eight and 
nine o'clock to-morrow morning, to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Villenour gate; and the next 
morning, between the fame hours, he will 


alſo take poſſeſſion of the gate of Fort St. 


Louis. 


The mother and ſiſters of Raza Saib ſhall 


be eſcorted to Madras, where proper care ſhall 
be taken for their ſafety ; and they ſhall not, 
on any account, be delivered, into the hands 


of Nabob Mahomud Ally Cawn. 


. Given at the head quarters at the camp 
before Pondichery, this 15th day of January, 
76K. 


Signed, EYRE COOTE, 
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Articles propoſed to Colonel Cite by tie Chief f | 
- the Fe eſuits ; ; to which 1 OT 2 was re- 
turned., | 


The ſuperior Council of Pondichery, au- 
thorized by the Count de Lally,” Lieutenant 
General of the armies of his moſt Chriſtian: 
Majeſty, and his Commiſſary in India, treat 
for the ſaid town and its inhabitants, preſent 
the following articles to Colonel Coote, Com- 
mander of his Britannic Majeſty's Be on 
the coaft of Coromandel. 


an 
_ | | Anvrety'l 
: Upon the reduction of the place, its inha- 
14 bitants ſhall not in any wiſe be injured, their 
houſes ſhall be preſerved, and they ſhall re- 
tain all their effects and merchandize, with 
liberty of choice to convey them wherever 
they ſhall think proper, or to continue their 
dwelling in the ſaid town, as new ſubjects 
of his Britannic Majeſty; and they ſhall 
be treated as the old ſubjects have uſually 
| been treated; accordingly, thoſe who have 
heretofore "had poſſettions or advantages, 
thall not "Ve deprived of them. 


ARTICLE Il. 
They ſhall be maintained in the exerciſe of 


che Roman Catholic religion, in the ſame 
| manner 


COUNT LAL LV. 347: 


manner as has been practiſed under the 
French Government. The churches and the 
houſes of the eccleſiaſtics and religious per- 


ſons ſhall be preſerved, together with every 


thing thereunto belonging, whether they be 


ſituated without or within the town. The 
miſſionaries ſhall have liberty of paſſing from 
place to place; and ſhall find, under the En- 
gliſh flag, the ſame rene as under the 


French flag. 


ARTICLE III. ä 

Not only the buildings and houſes, be- 
longing to private perſons, whether laymen, 
ecclefiaftics, or religious perſons, ſhall be 
left in the condition they are; but alſo the 
buildings belonging to the Company, as well 
as the fort, the warehouſes, and the walls 
of the town, with all the fortifications, un- 


til the date of theſe laſt, that is to ſay, ' 


every thing of this kind, belonging to the 
Company, thall be decided by wo" two re- 
ſpective courts, | 


401 ICLE IV. 
The papers of the regiſtry and notary 


Office, on which depend the fortunes of the 


inhabitants, ſhall be ſent to France without 
any obſtacle, by ſuch conveyances as they 
ſhall think fit, who are now charged with 
them, and in whoſe Poſſeſſion they ſhall, in 
the mean time, remain. 


2 | ARTI- 
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ARTICLE V. 


he treatment herein before ſtipulated by 
the firſt article, for the inhabitants of Pondi- 
chery, ſhall be extended to all the members 
of the Council, Company's Agents, Officers 
ſettled in the ſaid town, and all others, who 
have been, or now are, in the ſervice of the 
Company; and ſo, in like manner, to the 
merchants, whether Armenians, or of any 
other nation, ſettled heretofore in Fondichery 
for their trade. . 


Ax TICLI VI. 

The Creoles, or natives of Mauritius and of 
Bourbon, amounting in number to forty- one, 
including five Officers, as well thoſe who are 
in health, as thoſe who have been wounded, 
or are invalids, having ſerved as volunteers, 
and not being. ſoldiers, ſhould have the liberty 
of returning to their home by the firſt good 
opportunity they may find. 


ARTICLE VII. 


Safeguards 1 be ow: to ae 
ones 


| "ARTICLE VII. 
All the foregoing articles ſhall be executed 
according to good faith. | 


Re- 


— OY LY Md a as * 
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Return of Braſs an and Ibn Orduance, Carriages, 
Powder, Shot, and ſmail Arnis, found on the 
Works of Pondichery, Town, Shan, and 

| Artillery Park. 


Braſs ordnance ſerviceable, _ 81 
Ditto unſerviceable, — — | 

Iron ordnance ſerviceable; — 436 
Ditto unſerviceable, — — 48 
Braſs howitzers ſerviceable, — 13 
Iron ditto ſerviceable, — 2 
Braſs mortars ſerviceable, „ 
Iron ditto ſerviceable, — 7 
Carriages of different ſorts ſerviceable, 326 
Ditto unſerviceable, — 68 
Mortar beds, wood, ſerviceable, — 46 
Ditto, iron, ſerviceable, — 7 
Double headed ſhot, — 182 


Lead ſhot of different nature, — 60264 


Shells and hand-granadoes, — 22599 


Grape ſhot, — 1..1095 
Barrels of ſerviceable powder of 200lIb. 
each — 207 
Barrels of ſerviceable ditto of 1001b.. 
each —— — ä 14883 
Total of Powder, — b. 230;80 


Barrels unſerviceable, 
Powder in cartridges of different nature 


oe 5 


— Ib. 40330 
Exclufive of ſmall arms ammunition. 
Z 2 | Am- 
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Wall pieces 290) 


| Muſkets, 368640 

Ammunition fixed for Carbines, 98980 

Piſtols, 406830 

(Gingalls, 20700 

Muſkets new with bayonets, 18 

Ditto new without bayonets, 123 

Ditto with locks, moſtly bad, 2381 
Ditto unſerviceable, between 7 and 8000 

Engliſh wall picces, good. — 18 

Ditto 8%» 
French wall pieces, good, — 190 
Gingall pieces, old, — 173 

Carbin es, EF — 3; 

Fuzees long, new, ——— 120 

Ditto, old,. — 50 

Fuzees ſhort —— 30 

Piſtols, new pairs —— 6000 
Ditto, old pairs, — 310 
Hangers, new, — 3200 
Sabres, new, 1000 
Broad ſwords and ſabres mixed, '” 4395 
Bayonets, NEW, , — 2000 
Ditto, old, — — 200 
Pole a kes —ʃ—'̃Xůu 1200 

Cartouch boxes, W., ERR 3000 
Ditto, old.. 2000 
Hogſheads of Flints, abbut 20 
Barrels of Muſket balls, 6 
Kegs of ditto, — — 80 
F on 
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Tron ramrods, about — 12, coo 
Copper drums, , — "TN 
Wood ditto, — — 17 


Eſpontoons, old, 28 
Cartridge boxes of different ſizes, 20860 
A ſmall quantity of fixed ammunition. 


Ladles of different ſizes, _ 265 
Spunges ditto, moſtly old. — 430 
Lead aprons of different ſizes, 300 
Wad-hooks, ditto, — 30 
Grates for heating ſhot, 2 


With a large. quantity of muſket ſlings, 
buff belts, armourers, ſmiths, and carpenters 
tools, locks, and other lumber, 


ACCOUNT GIVEN BY THE ADMIRALTY» 
OFFICE. 


EAR Admiral Stevens, in his letters 
IV of the 6th and jth of February laſt to 
Mr. Cleveland, informs the Lords Commiſ- 
fioners of the Admiralty, that Pondichery 
ſurrendered to his Majeſty's arms on the 15th 
of the preceding month, having been very 
diligently blockaded by his Majeſty's ſquadron 
under his command for upwards of eight 
months; and for a conſiderable time by Co- 
lonel Coote, Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
jeſty s land forces. General Lally, in expec- 
tation of relief from the French ſquadron, 
=: ſuf- 
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ſuffered himſelf, garriſon, and inhabitants, to 
be reduced to the utmoſt degree of diftreſs 
and miſery for want of proviſions. © Colonel 
Coote began the ſiege about a month be- 
fore its ſurrender; and the laſt. battery, con- 
ſiting of eleven twenty-four pounders, which 
he raiſed, was within about five hundred 
yards of the walls. In two days. after this, 
they gave up the place at diſcretion. The 
16th in the morning at eight o'clock, a com- 
pany of grenadiers took poſſeſſion of the Va- 
ledour-gate ; and on the 17th, at the ſame 
time, Colonel Coote, accompanicd by Rear 
Admiral Corniſh, and the Captains Haldane 
and Tinker, took poſſeſſion of the citadel on 
the part of both ſervices, as they were ſo con- 
nected together in the reduction of this im- 
portant conqueſt to his Majeſty's arms, and 
to-the Faſt India Company in particular, 


He flatters himſelf, that the zeal, which 
has ever animated him in the faithful dif- 
charge of his duty to his royal maſter and his 
country, will meet with their Lordſhips ap- 
probation; and he thinks it his duty to ao- 
quaint their Lordſhips, how well he is ſatisfied 
with the condu and behaviour of Rear Ad- 
miral Cornith, and the Captains of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhips under his GONE] n Benet 4 
on n the public {efvioe.” Rds 


Ho 
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He alſo informs their Lordſhips, that on 
the 1ſt of January, a violent ſtorm of wind 
coming on, he found it abſolutely neceſſary, 
for the ſafety of his Majeſty's ſhips, to cut their 
cables and put to ſea ; where he parted com- 
pany with the other ſhips of the ſquadron; 
and on the 4th, returning into Pondichery 
road, he had the misfortune to find his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhip Duke of Aquitain had foundered 
about two leagues to the ſouthward, and the 
Sunderland about two leagues to the north- 
ward of that piace, and moſt of the crews pe- 
riſhed. The ſhips Newcaſtle and Queen» 
borough, with the Protector fircſhip, were 
drove on ſhore and loft a little to the ſouth- 
ward of Ariancopang, but the people were 
ſaved ; as alſo the ordnance, and moſt of the 
ſtores and proviſions. Several of the other 
ſhips ſuffered in the ſtorm ; but with the help 
of the maſts, yards; and ſtores ſaved from the 
wrecked ſhips, and the aſſiſtance of the ſqua- 
dron, they were, in a very few days, com- 
pletely fitted, and pea in a proper tate. for 
ſervice. 


That having intercepted a letter from Ge- 
8 Lally to M. Raymond, French Re- 
ſident at Pullicat, a copy of which is 
hereafter added, the Admiral immediately 
diſpatched circular letters to the Dutch and 
Vanilh ſettlements, to acquaint them, that 
2 4 not- 
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n rwithftandirig the repreſentations of General 
Lally, he had eleven fail of his Britannic Ma- 


jeſty's ſhips of the line, and two frigates, 


under his command, in condition for ſervice; 


holding the blockade of Pondichery; and as 


that place was cloſely inveſted and bloc- 
kaded by land and ſea; and as, in that caſe, 
it was contrary to the law of nations, for any 
neutral power to give them any ſuceour or 
relief, he had determined to ſeiſe any veſſel 
or boat that ſhould attempt to throw any 
proviſions into that place. 


7 ranſlation of an intercepted letter from General 

Lally to M. Raymond, French Reſident at 
Pullicat, dated Pondichery the 2d of Fanuary 
1761, 


— 


Mx. RAYMOND 


HE Englith . is na more, „Sir: : 
out of the twelve ſhips they had in our 
road, ſeven are loſt, crew and all; the four 
others diſmaſted; and it. appears there is no 
more than one frigate that hath eſcaped; 
therefore don't loſe an inſtant to ſend us-che- 
lingoes upon, chelingoes loaded with rice: 
the Dutch have nothing to fear now; beſides 
(according to,the rights of nations) they are 
only to ſend us no proviſions' THEMSELVES, 
and we are no more blocked up by fea...) 


© . #4 X 
' + 10 * - A 


The 
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your power once already: if you miſs the 
preſent opportunity, it will be entirely your 
fault: do not forget alſo ſome {mall chelingoes; 
offer great rewards : I expect ſeventeen thou- 
ſand Morattoes within theſe four days. In 
ſhort, riſque all, attempt all, force all, and 
ſend us ſome rice, ſhould it be but- half a 
garſe at a time, . 

0 Signed, LALLY. 


] 


” 7 
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Letter from Monfieur Pollier, Officer of Artil- 

lery in the Battalion of the Indies to Count 
-. Lally; dated St. We the 21 of Ja- 
mary 1761. 


S I R, 


is Ne intelligence I am going to give 


you is of conſequence. A conſpiracy 
has been formed againſt your life. As Tam 
\ confined by fickneſs to my bed, and would 
a thouſand times rather loſe my own life 
than that you thould ſuffer by any trea- 


chery, I give you leave to make what uſe 


you pleaſe of this intelligence. There is a 


villain, who has ſaid openly in the preſence | 


of ſeveral Officers, that he was certain one 
of his acquaintances would riſk his own 
kfe rather than mi yours. I can pro- 
duce witnefles of what I advance; but, Sir, 


if 
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if you proſecute the affair, take me out of 
the fight of your enemies, who, being fo 
numerous, would not. fail to ruin me. Be 


aſſured of the fidelity and reſpect, with which 
I have the honour of being, 
Sir, 


your moſt humble and moſt 
obedient ſervant, 


DE POLLIER. 


c 


- — —— — — 


2 


Extract from the Manifeſto of the ou of 
Madras | 


At the ſame time, that Monſieur Lally 
ſent the foregoing declaration by Colonel 
Durre of the Artillery, Monſieur Lavaur, ſu- 
perior of the Jeſuits, and two members of 
the Council came, in the name of the ſet- 
tlement, with ſeven articles of capitulation, 
in which they required every thing, that a 
town in the beſt ſtate of defence could ex- 
ped. In a word, they propoſed, that the 
Engliſh garriſon. ſhould do no more than 
juſt relieve the French troops; and that 
the town and its inhabitants, their effects, pri- 


vileges, and religion, ſhould continue on the 
game ſooting 


. © * 3 


Extra 
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Extract from the Repreſentations made to Mer. 
Pigot and the Council * Madras, wy —_ 
fieur de Leyrit. 


Is it, then, by the law of retaliation you 
hope to be able to juſtify your proceedings ? 


I allow, gentlemen, that Monſieur de Lal- 
ly demoliſhed Fort St David, which ſenfibly 
affected you, and not without reaſon. But, 
on the other hand you muſt allow the truth 
of the facts, which I am now going to lay 
before you. 


Was not the Fort of Chandernagore the 


firſt fort demoliſhed in the Indies fince the 
commencement of the war? The Englith 
ſeiſed upon this factory contrary to the laws 
of neutrality, upon which the French had 


always depended; and which, on their fide, 


they had ever ſtrictly obſcrved ; ſo ſtrictly, as 
to refuſe to liſten to the ſollicitations of the 
Nabob of _ who preſſed them to join 
him n pe en i ee 


When Monficur de Lan y. e of our 
troops, Commiſſary of our King, and Syndic 
of our Company, wrote to Colonel Coote, 
who commanded the Englith troops, to invite 


him to come, the day following, and take poſſeſfion 
| f 
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e our place, he authoriſed us to ſend our De- 
puties with Monſieur te Chevalier Durre, the 
bearer of his letter. As to the contents of this 
letter, we ſcarce know any thing of them, 
and we beſerch you, Gentlemen, to get us a copy of 
it, The articles of» capitulation, - with' which 
our Deputies were charged, had been examined; by 

 Monjieur de Lally, and were preſented to Colonel 
Cote, who did not refuſe any of them; and told 
us, that he would ſettle every thing the day fol- 
lowing, in the propereft. manner he could with * 
Monfieur de Lally. We, beſides, know, that 
Monjfieur Coote, at his firft interview with Count 
de Lally, told him, that he was ready to grant him 
all his demands, except thoſe it was unreaſonable 
to exhect. What is it then that has been ſet- 
tled between them? We know nothing of it, 
as our General; ſet, out without telling any 
thing of the matter. But, ſince yours has put into 
your hands the place, which was put into luis b 
Menfieur de Lally, he muſt have told you 
upon what conditions he received it; and we 
beſeech you to let us know what you know 
yourſelves. of this affair. It is not probable, 

that our General ſhould have delivered, with- 
out any conditions or . reſervations, a place, 
which we had more Europeans to defend than 
you to attack, according to the liſts taken by 
your own Majors. If it ſhould happen, that 
there is no capitulation in writing, it muſt, 
of cour ſe, be owned, in order to remove all 
ſuſpi- 
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ſuſpicion of colluſion, that Monficur de Lally, 
when he ſurrendered us at diſcretion to Colo- 
nel Coote, reckoned on his being able to en- 
gage him to procure us a ſo much more fa- 
vourable treatment at your hands. But it ap- 
pears by the manner, in which you have hi- 
therto behaved towards us, that you intend to 
forget your equity ſo . WA 40 "re advantage 
N.. cena e api N N. Og 
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This ew cannot leſſen our rade for 
what Mr. Pigot does, . with all that goodneſs 
and politeneſs which are ſo natural'to him, 
to alleviate the diftreſs of every individual 
amongſt us. We ſhall, at all times, and in 
all places, be ready to give the moſt authen- 
tic teſtimony of it; but our private intereſt 
ſhould not blind us to our duty, and the in- 
tereſt of the public, with which we AVE been 
entruſted. * r e 
It ſeems to me to be mutually the intereſt 
of both nations, that ſome ranſom; and the 
means of paying it, ſhould be agreed on. I 
nape you will not be the only perſon to reliſh this 
propo/al, a compliance with which the Eng- 
liſh Commanders by ſea and land will prefer 
to any — wh ee ag tended only to do ed 
eee eee 
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Extra from the Memorial addreſſed to the © Coun 
eil of Madras by Father Lavaur, againſt the 
_ demolition of the F nn and en of 
Pondichery. Nu, | 1 5 


* W 3 are n 
in it. One day or another you may be 
charged with what you are thus going to do 
of your own authority. Vour own conſti- 
tuents may hold you eee for. the ill 


conſequences of it. 


After ſubmitting, Gentlemen, what I have 
been ſaying to your conſideration, I have no- 
thing left but to require, that you enter it 
in your books, and give me a certificate 
thereof. It is the leaſt we can expect from 
your juſtice. | 85 


Done at Pondichery, the 4th of April 1761. 


Signed, LAVAUR. 


r at. coma 2 1 < 


Extra from a Letter written by Father Lavaur 
to Monſieur Dupre, Governor f Pondichery. 


Are you equally i ina hurry, Sir, to deſtroy 
the houſe, in which we have a domeſtic altar, 
for the private exerciſe of our religion? May 

we 
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we continue in it long enough to remove the 
effects belonging to it, which I ſhall take 
care to do with all the difpatch I poſſibly 
can? Moſt of our Monks are already ſet 
out for other places, to which I am ſending 
part of our effects. Three prieſts, and three 
aſſiſtants are the only members of our com- 
munity, which now remain with me. We 
have ' till on our hands ſeven boarders, all 
young children, who have no friends or re- 
lations here to take care of them. Are we, 
then, to be turned without more ado into the 
ſtreets; and ſet out without further delay? 
Have I not ſome reaſon to expect, that you 
will grant us the reſpite, which juſtice re- 
quires, to ſave what we can from the ruins of 
our apartments, as well as the furniture fill} 
remaining in them? 


| I have the honour, &c. 
Pondichery the 4th of April 1761. 
Signed LAVAUR. 


" 
my th. 4 8 


Extra from 1 Dupre's Anſwer to 
Father Lavaur. 


WENN Father, 


Were I to enter into a juſtification of the 
meaſures taken with reſpect to this ſettlement, - 
1 could begin by citing the orders, which u 

know 
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know Monſieur de Lally received from the 
Gourt of France, to demolith all the maritime 
places he might take from the. Engliſh, and to 
tranſport all the Europeans he ſhould. find in 
them to the Iſland of Bourbon. I could tell 
you of the hard uſage, which it appears they 
were to receive there. I could lay before 
you, as fo many proofs of the rigour with 
which your General meant to execute theſe 
orders, numberleſs inſtances of ſeverity, 1 
might call it cruelty, exerciſed by him on 
thoſe of my country, who have had the 
misfortune to fall into his hands; and, if, 
after ſix weeks granted you to remove, you 
ſtill think the time too ſhort, I could put 
you in mind of the inhabitants of Fort St. 
David being obliged to remove in three days, 
almoſt without any other effects, than what 
they could themſelves take along with them. 
But I do not now mean to enter into this 


diſcuſſion ; all I mean is, to anſwer that part 


of your letter, which is levelled at me in 
particular. As to the reſt, I muſt beg leave 
to refer you to my ſuperiors at Madras. 

Jam, &c. | 
Signed, DUPRE'. 


Extract 
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EXTRACT Ffom THE Return MADE or 
THERE FRENCH TROOPS AND OTHER 
EUROPEANS FOUND IN POND 
—_— 


Commiſſi oned Of ers, Safer: Nom C mm iſe 
_ toned Officers, Rank and File, 


King's T roods, | 
Artillery — | ,. —_— 83 


Lorrain Regiment —— 
Lally's Regiment — 230 


Marines ie 21 2 
| 935 
Company ws T1 r90þs, . 


Artillery | — — 8 
Volunteers of ben — 40 


Battalion of India — 1092 
Invalildlss— 124 
465 


Supernumerary, commiſſioned, and ex- 


traordinary Staff 37 
Total of the troops — — 1 437 
A a | Civil 


7 — — OC 


— * 
P — — — —— — 2 -- * — E e A 
* - 


— 


Civil Lit including the TIER Coun * 
e eee LA. — 381 


— ä — 


Total 8 troops, civil 8 and in- 


habitants nnn 3 1616 


Poop afterwards found out, not rncladed i in the 
4% above lifts. 


Surgeons, &o. of hoſpitals . — 39 
Attendants to ditto — tf 
Invalids of the Conan brigade — 29 
Men diſcharged, and remain in town, — 173 


Provoſt people — ey 


— — 


Note, it appears by a Letter from Admiral 


Stevens, that no money was found in the place. 


Natradt from a Telter relating to the taking of 
Pondichery, dated Fort Sf; e the _ 7 
Februaty 1761. £ Tor Ds 4 


| Monſieur Lally is arrived. amongft us 
NotwithRanding his fallen condition, he, is 
now as proud and haughty as. ever. A great 
ſhare of wit, ſenſe, and martial abilities, ob- 
ſcured by a ſavage ferocity, and an undiſtin- 
guiſhed contempt for every perſon that moves 
in a ſphere below that of a General, charac- 
terizes this odd compound of a man, When 
Pinch he 
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he marched out of the citadel of Pondichery, 

His officers and men ſaluted him with a loud 
and general hiſs, loading him, at the ſame 
time, with the moſt abuſive and opprobrious 
names. His Commiſſary would have juſtified 
his character, but he paid dear for the at- 
tempt; they killed him on the ſpot, and 
would have done as much by his patron, if he 
had not made good his retreat to the Englith 


camp. He was ſo generally hated, (if I may 
be allowed the expreſſion) that che very dogs 


howled at him. It is a co⁰].ng proof of 


his abilities, the managing ſo long and vigo- 
rous à defence, in a phce where he W 


in univerſal d 1 2910 


Our W were e only a few neaks | 


before it was given up, and were indeed 10 


well ſerved, as to perform wonders; but the 
want of every . neceſſary wichin, Was what 


wrought chiefly in our favor. Ihe inha- 
bitants had ſubſiſted for a conſiderable time 
upon their elephants, camels, horſes, &c. I 
can aſſure you for a truth, chat a dog ſold for 
24 rupees or as many half-crowns z of this 
miſerable proviſion there did not remain 
enough for one day longer, WANs Englth 
took pofl:ifion of it. | 


Aa2 Extract 
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Extract from the Speech made by the Governar 
to the Council of Madras, concerning the De- 
_ firudti on of the F A ai ans and abe 1 
 Pondichery. 109% K 5D AL 


Gentlemen, , 


+I ſhall add another. nenen td 0 a 
letter received from Monſieur de Leyrit, 


the laſt Governor of Pondichery. Theſe 


papers contain every thing that can be al- 
ledged, in point of humanity or the cuſtom 

of war, againſt the demolition of the forti- 
fications and the buildings. Let us but ſee 
the letters Patent of his Majeſty,” the orders 
of the Company, and the intercepted inftruc- 

tions .of the Court of France to the Count 

d'Achè and General Lally; and we ſhall be 
then provided with the principal papers, 
which can influence our deliberations on theſe 
en nn * n 


Neither theiAdiniral of his Majeſy' $ gies 
dron, nor. the Commander in Chief of his 
troops, had any orders concerning the man- 


ner of treating the conquered places; and 


they had neither ſufficient funds or autho- 
rity to keep Pondichery as a royal conqueſt, 
though they were ever well — to 
do it, | 


We 


F! ˙AAͥſͥ ˙¹¹ GS ASS Coe. wm end ooh . . ↄ ↄ— . . et and” am: * od as 


COUNT ALL. 


357 


- We' ſhall ſhew, that we could not ſpare 


Pondichery, © without expoſing” ourſelves to 


the. greateſt danger of loſing the fruits of 


EST 


Pondichery 


A a 3 


our ſucceſs, © without fubjecting ourſelves 
to heavy expences, and even without riſk- 
ing our own ſettlements. 


We have done no more than what ſound 
reaſon dictated to us to do; viz. to deſtroy 
Pondichery and abandon the other conqueſt, 
that our future operations might not be em- 
barafſed by! ſuch a charge; nor the forces, 
which we are in a condition to keep on foot to 
preſerve our own ſettlements, be divided into a 
great number of ſmall garriſons, each of which 
would then become an eaſy conqueſt. When 
we had drawn off for the expedition 2500 
effective troops, from thoſe which we had then 
on the coaſts (the greateſt number that could 
be ſpared for that purpoſe) there would ſcarce 
have remained 700 men to gartiſon our own 
ſettlements and our conqueſts, as well as to keep 
watch on 2000 priſoners; and double that 
number would have ſcarce ſufficed to garriſon 
alone. We ſhould; therefore, 
have expoſed ourſelves to the almoſt certain 
riſk of loſing that place, if the French ſqua- 
dron: ſhould appear on the coaſt, whilſt our 
ſquadron and our army were abſent. More- 
over, we thould expoſe ourſelves not only to 
loſe our. conqueſts, but likewiſe Madras, 


and 
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and all our own ſettlements on the coaft of Co. 
romandel. Our own intereſt; therefore, abſo- 
lutely required, that we ſhould deſtroy Pond 
chery, and all the other ot orts nen n 
un, % 3547 4 5 


| The 4etroRionk of Monfteur d Ache wad 
General Lally contain poſitive orders to raze 
the publio buildings of all the maritime pla- 
des they might take; and we can alledge 
inſtances of the rigour with which Monficur 
de Lally intended to execute theſe orders. 


The French were permitted to remain 
loſe upon three months at Pondichery, and 
allowed time to carry off all their effects ex · 
cept”, thoſe in trade. The Engliſh of Fort 
St. David were allowed but three days, and 
could carry away but very little or rather no- 
thing. This we can eaſily prove; as, like« 
wiſe, chat our treatment of private perſons 
has been as humane, as that, which Mon- 
ſicur de Lally had: orders Mine! us, was 
the reverſe.' There. needs no. 'ather proof "of 
the punctuality with which he intended to 
execute theſe orders, than his behaviour at 
Fort St. David and Madras. His manner 
of thinking is evident” by the letter we in⸗ 
terceptec of his to Monſieur de Leyrit, 
when he was about to raiſe the ſiege of our 

Yai It is dated the 14th. of February 


\ 1759. 


c 040 TN ALL X. 


175% He therein ſays, that he had given 
the | moſt poſitive orders for the deſtruc- 
tion of the Black Tewn of, Madras. All 
cheſe things, Which he has done, fully juſ- 
tify our doing the ſame in our turn; and are 
ſufficient to acquit us from that inhumanity, 
with which Monſieur de Leyrit charges us, 
and —_ is the ſolo RO of this. ug 


— * in che Council of Fort 8, George 
the 13th of April, 1761. Org; 


439 


Hi written from Paris by the Council f Pon- 


_ dichery to the Comptro, ler Gomral. 


MY LORD, 


Monſieur de Leyrit s bad ſtate of health 
prevents his waiting on you with the me- 
morial, which you required of us; the a- 
bundance of the matter, the order of the facts, 
the multiplicity of the proofs, have not left 
us at liberty to abridge them as much as iy 
.could wiſh. Nevertheleſs, it is but a minia 
ture of the picture, which we have ſtill to 
draw ; but we hope that this miniature will 
be ſufficient to leave you no room to doubt, 


on which fide truth and juftice a are to be found. x 


ou will 9 * My Lord, to what 
2 degree the Council and wretched ſettlement 
888 of 


— 
— 


—— —ͤ—ę— —— — 3 — —— — — 7 — 6 p 
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of the Indies have been oppreſſed, froni 
firſt to laſt, under the authority of a deſ- 
potick maſter, ever a ſtranger to all the 
laws of pridtince, pore 9x n even huma- 
1 . . HE 2. 12 


10 
11 


Fou will thereth — the pier be« 
ict and perfect ſubmiſſion, of a Coun- 
cil, who, in the midſt of the inſults, the 
| ns and the wheels, with which they were 

eſſantly threatened, fupported, to the lift, 
the character of true patriots, and volun- 
tarily facrificed the laſt farthing of their 
fortunes for the common ſafety, though 
convinced by fad experience of the bad uſe 
that would- be made of at 


You will therein ſce, that, 1 the moment 
of Count Lally' s arrival, the Council was en- 
tirely ſtript of its authority; that Mon- 
ſicur de Lally, alone, ordered and diſpoſed 
of every, thing ; and that nothing was leſt 
to the Council but to obey, even in thoſe 
things which it diſapprored moſt. That 
Monſieur de Lally is alone accountable 
for, the entire ſtewardſhip and adminiſtration 
of. both dhe interior and exterior concerns 
of the Company, fince nothing was fettled, 
employed, or n e his orders. 


* & ©. + 


Tt 


COUNT, LALLY. 36x 
— he is accountable for: the rents of 
all the Company's lands, and the revenues 
of all its territories; that, in the month of 
October 1758 (five. months after his arrival) 
he broke and annulled the ſtewardſhip of the 
Council, in order to let the Company's lands 
to two private perſons, whom he had forbid 
in writing to. pay. a. farthing to either the 
Council or the Governor, though at this 
time he affected to charge us with the vic- 
tualing of Pondichery; that he is equally 
accountable for the effects in the magazines, 
fiace he likewiſe forbid the perſon entruſted 
with the care of them to deliver any for 
the future to the Governor's orders, though 
it had been heretofore cuſtomary with . 
Governor to iſſue ſuch orders, 


1 hat * is EL for the contributions 
and revenues of the kingdom of Thiagar, 
the kingdom of Arcot, and the provinces 
which depend on it, ſince he acted as ſteward 
in them i in the name of a Black Lord, and re- 
ccived the money ariſing from theſe contribu- 
tions and revenues, _ 


That he i. is Acc pu br. 708 ene 
taxes which he impoſed on both the Blacks and 
the Europeans, the produce of which was 
Fare into his hands, e f 


” * ® 
oy "i, 9 SS ade - . 
* 


That 


— 
_ — 
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- That he is accountable to —— 
for what they paid for thrir leaſes, ſince, after 
draining then of every penny, he, by his 
own authority, turned them out of their 
farms, the very moment they were going 
to ſend to Pondichery the grain deſtined by 
them to victual that place; putting into 
their place à Black, whom he had a little 
before by bribery ſaved from the Gallows, 
and by whom he cauſed to be ſold the provis 
. which. mur W depended, ITS 
" Thathe abi the laſs of — 
dichery, ſince it ſurrendered merely for want 
of proviſions, and he alone had in his power 
the means of ſupplying it with them; namely, | 
money to purchate them; the fruits of the 
Company's lands; the produce of the Com- 
pany's harveſts,” _ thongs to. LIP _ 


PRIN" 


That he i ind; liber ile, angeben, 1 3 
having employed the means he had of victual · 
ling the place, even after the Engliih had be- 
gun to blockade it ; and thereby repairing. the 
faults he had beider committed in not apply 


ing it at a properer ſcaſon. eilten 


That he is, moreover, inadmiſſible in tho 
accuſations, which, it is ſaid, he has dared to 
form; and ought to be couſidered as a man 


dead 


LI 


I 
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dead in law, ſo far as not to be permltted to 
act in juſtice any other part than that of 4 
criminal, ſince he has gone ſo far as to 
ſuborn falſe witneſſes againſt thoſe, by whoſe 
complaints and „Nerger, __ wy; et 0 
1 been RAG, N geil 


Yau wil not find: "oy our -Memotial,: am 
baedii an account of all the ſums which he 
remitted to Europe, through the hands of the 
Danes, the Dutch, and even the Engliſh 
themſelves. This matter ſhall be cleared up 
hereafter. We have reſolved not to mention 
any facts in this place, but n as are well 
e 


Neither . we de any mentian of 2 
relates to his military conduct. It would 
draw us into too long a detail z and we are, 
beſides, of opinion, that the ſuperior Officers, 
who have been, as well as the ſoldiers, the wit- 
neſſes and victims of Monſieur de Lally's con- 
duct and incapacity, have not failed to give 
an account of it, However, we reſerve to 
ourſelves to furniſh a fimple journal of his 
military operations, leaving it to men of his 
own profeſſion to judge of them. 


We have only the honour of wry ou, | 
bir, that there are nine capi eee | 
* 55 * 758 4 3 „ pays. 


364 MEMOIRS OF 
prove ſomething more than mere want of ca· 
N They are as follows. NY GITEODE 733% 

E Sore it anitoqu od S000 2109's 
Siegal An e Ub eise it vt 
The campaign of Tanjore, cuore with 

the motive of all others the leaſt ſuitable to the 
intereſt and dignity of the nation, but which 
favouted the'views of Monſteur de Lally, as 
he might ſink with impunity the greateſt part 
of the money he expected to derive from it; 
and, in fine, the ſhametul flight from before 
Tanjore, equally fatal to the honour and in- 
tereſt of the nation. Sy 


1 


| ARTICLE It. 

His obſtinate refuſal to take the neceſſary 
ſteps and precautions to inſure ſucceſs to the 
fiege of Madras, in ſpite of all the advice and 
all the repfetr enfin of thoſe, Who had a 
right to interfere on the occaſion; and his con- 
duet d che ſege. 1 | 


ea ARTICLE nr. 


hi ſeparation of his forces, by which Ja 
| revived the. hopes of the Engliſh, enabled them 
to keep the field in ſpite of us, and even come 
and attack us during the fiege of Vandiwath, 

with a kind of equality,: which, joined to the 
miſconduct of Monſieur de AI Was ill 

cient to ſecure them the victory. s 


— 
1 


ARTICLE 


C O f LA TY : of $6 


ARTICLETY, ot 90! 
His abandoning almoſt the dell Were 
aſter this battle, by diſperſing his troops; a8 
if he had nothing, to do but e them ke into 


quarters. oo es LY, beat, 42 


| A . V. ri 
His affecting to leave all the Fonties 27 
| without, a ſufficient , number of troops or 
quantity of proviſions aud ammunition 548 if 


he wanted to make as e an end . 
of the tragedy. 


ARTICLE VI. 
lis affected negligence in cauſing proviſions 
to be brought into Pondichery, when prefſed 
to it in the moſt earneſt manner, though he 
had the means of doing. it ae 89g 
made a ſhew 1% e n 


ARTICLE VII. 


His Se to make à proper uſe of the 
army of the Myſoreans ; his 1 in 
keeping them inactive on the Slacis, t. o help 
to conſume” the reſt of our Proviftons; his 
endeavours to dil] guſt them; and his n. 


to Fa N their camp v wich Ws 0. SP. 


* Pd > +4 


'» & > TT 


\ARLICLE' vi. — 22 

Mis refuſale> uſe any of the bj methods 
and expedients propoſed to him for ſuccour- 
ing the place. 
n ARTICLE 


As 
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ART 101 k IX. 


Tue project formed" by bim t6"Clirrender 
the place at Uiſcretion'to the enemy, publiſhed 
under his hand a long time before: any thou ghts 
were entertained of capitulating; and put in 
execution by him alone, vithout the partici- 
228 of the Council. A. le 


.! is not, m Lond,” the Eng of revenging 
the i injuries 3 5 to ourſelves in Particular. 
and our perſonal ruin, which animates us in 
the drawing up of the picture, we take the 
liberty to lay b before you; it is the force of 
truth; it is the pure. dictates of our con- 
ſciences; it is the general cry; it is the com- 
plaints of ſo many unhappy families, which 
call upon you, by our voice, for juſtice on 
Monficur de Lally ; "who gluts himſelf with 
impunity on their tears and their blood, and 
triumphs in their ruin, in the face of the 
whole kingdom, which, cries s out for vengeance 


againſt him. £2 


We aro, with profound reſpeR, 
My Lord. 


—— 


Tour very bundle, , e 


1 


— 


Petition on 
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RITA Ln to his, Mae the Ser- 
nor and ſuperior | Goungil of P e, the 


3d of. Auguſt 1762. 
. e TOE, KING 


SIRE, Main to ng 
HE. Governor and ſupefſor 


Cqun- 
Fil of Pondichery throw themſelves at 
your Majeſty s feet, to give you an account 
of the misfortunes with which that flouriſh- 
ing ſettlement has been overwhelmed, and 
from which all their zcal for your glo 
and the intereſt of the ſtate 899 not 80. 


cue it. 


| Injured to the laſt degree, in their honour 


and in their reputation, by the, imputation of 
the blackeſt crimes, with which Monficur de 
Lally, ſince his arrival, has never ceaſed to 
load them, they preſume to apply to your 
Majeſty for juſtice ; and beſeech your Majefty 
to let them know the tribunal vou intend to 
appoint to render it to them. | 


Signed, DUVAL DE LEYRIT, MO- 
RACIN, COURTIN, LE NOIR, DENIS, 
NICOLAS, DUPLAN, DE LA SELLE, 
AND LAGRENE'E. 


AU- 
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AUTHENTIC. ACCOUNT or run 
CONDEMNATION AD —— 
or COUNT LALLY. * MIR 

% hes W+ 3 

Er ſince the more Officer i 
to teport the affairs of Pondichery to 

the tribunal appointed to examine into and 
determine them, it every week beſtowed three, 


and often four, evenings on that buſineſs, from 


Three till between Nine and Ten. At length, 
on Saturday the zu of May 1766, the report 
ended, and the Attorney General having deli- 
vered his thundering conclufions againſt Count 
Lally, he was, in conſequence thereof, remo- 
ved, in the night between Sunday the 4th and 
Monday the 5th, from the Baſtile to the pri- 
fon called the Conciergerie, which communi- 
cates by differentflights of ſtairs with different 
halls of the Great Court of Parliament. Though 
it was but One in the morning when he reached 
the Conciergerie, yet, as he was not prepared 
for the removal, he refuſed to go to bed. 
About Seven the ſame morning, he was ſent for 
to the Great Chamber, which was inveſted on 
all fidegby the Parliament Guards; and, on his 
appearing before his Judges, was ordered to 
give up his red ribband and his croſs, which 
he thereupon cauſed, with an air of great 
unconcern, to be taken from off his coat. He 
was then placed upon the ſtool in order to be 
interrogated. He no ſooner found himſelf 
in 


/ 
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in this ſituation, than joining his hands, and 
lifting his eyes up to heaven, he cried out; 
Is this then the reward of forty years ſervice 
This interrogatory - laſted fix hours, during 
which; being greatly fatigued, he was ordered 
a glaſs of wine and water. It began again at 
Three in the evening. The Marquis de Buffy 
and the Count PAche were facceſſively- con- 
fronted with him; They remained but a 
fhort time in the Great Chamber; and, on 
leaving it, were conducted back by the Tip- 
ſtaffs. The Court did not break up till Nine the 


ſame evening, when Count Lally was re- con- 


ducted to the Baſtile, by the Parliament Guards 
and ſeveral companies of the Watch, The next 
day, the Judges proceeded, by Six o'clock in 
the morning, to give their opinions, the doors 
fill continuing ſhut; yet had not done till 
Four in the evening, when they pronounced 
an arret, which, though very long, contaĩned 
nothin but a bare recital of the proccedings 
againſt him; and ſeveral perfons accuſed, like- 
wiſe, of abuſes and crimes in the Eaſt Indies, 


with their acquittal or condemnation,” with- 
out ſpecifying the facts, on which fuch ac- 


quittal or condemnation was grounded. The 


perſons mentioned with him, were as follows: 


Armand Anthony Francis Fretard de Gade- 
vile, heretofore Quarter Maſter of tlie King's 


army in the Indies; James Hugo deChaponnay, 
heretofore Captain in the regiment of Lally ; 


B b James 
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James Pouly, heretofore, Proyoſt, of the 
King's army in the Indies; Luke Allen, here- 
tofore Major of the King's army in the In- 
dies; William Meagher, Phyſician, hereto- 
fore Surgeon of the army of the ſaid Lally 
in the Indies; John Ferdinand Rochette, 
heretofore Secretary of the faid Lally; ; Charles 
Foſlier, heretofore: barber and valet de cham- 
bre of the ſaid Lally; John Deſchaux, cook; 
Joſeph Francis de Ferre, Lieutenant in the re- 
giment of the Indies; all, priſoners in the Con- 
cergerie of the Palace; as, alſo, againſt Anne 
Anthony d'Ache, Lieutenant General of the 
King's naval armies, Commander of the roy- 
al and military Order of St Lewis; James 
George, Vicomte de Fumel; Auguſtin Anthony 
Detard de Chamboy; and Charles Francis 
de Bazin; all priſoners at large ; and, more- 
cover, againſt the Abbé Noronha; Friar 
Freinch; james Philip Hurpy; Joſeph Lewis 
Dennis jacquelet; a certain Black called 
Ramalinga; and two other perſons, Lieute- 
nants in the regiment of Lorrain; accuſed, 
likewiſe : but abſent and contumacious. The 
concluſion of this arret, the only part of it 
which related to the acquittal or condemna- 
tion ky the reiten is as follows: . 


„The Court, the G Great n bie 


orders that the faid Joſeph Francis de Ferre thall 


apply to the King for Letters of Grace and 
: Re- 
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Remiſſion; and, without paying any regard to 

the petitions and applications of the ſaid Tho- 

mas Anthony de Lally, which petitions and ap- 
plications are hereby rejected, or to the excep- 
tions made by him againſt the witneſſes, which 
exceptions are hereby deelared impertinent and 
inadmiſſible, declares the ſaid Lally, attaintedand 
convicted of having betrayed the intereſts of the 
King, his dominions, and the Company of the 
Indies; of abuſes of authority; of vexations and 
exactions of and againſt the ſubjects of his Ma- 
jeſty, and others, foreigners, inhabitants of Pon- 
dichery; ſor reparation of which and other crimes 
reſulting from the Trial, it deprives him of all 
his titles, honours, and dignities; condemns him 
to have his head ſevered from his l ody, on a 
ſcaffold to be erected, for that purpoſe, in the 
place deGreve; declares his goods acquired and 
confiſcated to the King's uſe, after deducting 
from them the ſum of 192,000 livres, to be laid 
out in buying bread for the poor of the Conci- 
ergerie, and the ſum of zoo, ooo livres to be diſ- 
tributed to the poor inhabitants of Pondichery, 
in ſuch portions as the King ſhall think proper; 
adjourns, tillafter the execution of theſaid Lally, 
the deciſion of the accuſations brought againſt | 
Armand Anthony Francis Fretard de Gade- 
ville, James Hugo de Chaponay, and james 
Pouly;;z in regard to the accuſation brought 
againſt the ſaid Luke Allen, orders the parties 
aut of court; acquits the ſaid Anne Anthony 
8 d'Ache 


* 
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&Ache of the accuſation brought againſt him; 
orders that all the expreſſions injurious. to the 
ſaid d Ache, that occur in the memorials of 
the faid Lally, thall be erazed and blotted out 
as injurious and ſlanderous; a verbal proceſs 
made thereof; and a copy of ſuch verbal pro- 
ceſs delivered to the faid d' Ach; the Whole at 
the expence of the faid Lally, who is like- 
wiſc hereby condemned to pay the coſts of the 
fidd'Ache ; likewiſe, diſcharges John George 
Vicomte de Fumel, Auguſtin” Anthony De- 
tard de Chamboy, Charles Francis de Bazin, 
John Ferdinand Rochette, William Meagher, 
James Deſchaux, and Charles Foſſier, of the 
accuſations brought againſt them; orders the 
faid Rochette, Meagher, Deſchaux, and Foſ- 
ſier to be ſet at liberty; and injoins, on pain 
of corporal puniſhment, all clerks and goalers 
to ſtrike their names and accuſations out of 
their regiſters; poſtpones the determination 
of the accuſations brought againſt the Abbe 
Noronha, Friar Freinch, Ramalinga, and two 
perſons: formerly Lieutenants in the regiment 
of Lorrain, whoſe contumacy has been ſuffi- 
_ eicntly-proved;'-and orders farther informa- 
tions to be taken againſt them during the ſpace! 
of twelve months, to be then -communicated 
to, and finally pronounced upon by, the Court; 
orders that all the memorials, & c. of the ſaid 
Lally; as containing falſhoods and calumnies, 
ſhall ws and remain {upprefied ; orders, be- 
6: ſides, 


| | . ; 
ſides, the preſent ſentence to be printed, pub- 


liſhed, and ſtuck up wherever need ſhall be, gy 


and er of it _ ſent dn. n. 


he Loans this Sen was antes; P 
was ſent to the Vice-Chancellor to be by om | 


communicated to his e 15 


"The T ma evening following, at t Eleven 
o'clock, Count Lally was removed from the 
Baſtile to the Conciergerie of the Palace; and 
the next day at noon, his ſentence was read 
to him, and ſoon after delivered by the Parlia- 
ment's Printer to the-public criers. At half an 
hour paſt Four of the evening of the ſame 
day, the Count, accompanied by the pariſh 
prieſt of the pariſh of St. Lewis, who inceſ- 
ſantly exhorted him, and eſcorted by two 
hangmen, aſcended a cart, which was followed 
by the ordinary waggon of the Executioner 
of High juſtice. The public were very much 
ſurpriſed to ſee the Count gagged ; and, at firſt, 
imagined. it was done with a view of hindering 
him to ſpeak ; but they were afterwards given to 
underſtand, that, after his ſentence had been 
read to him, he had endeavoured to ſwallow his 
tongue, and had even given himſelf a wound 
in the breaſt with a pair of compaſſes he had 
concealed in his night-gown ; and that his exe- 
cution, which was to have been performed by: 
torch- light, had been haſtened on account uf 

5 this 
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this wound,/and the fury he was in. He was 
conducted from the Court to the Greve in leſs 
than half an hour; and, preciſely at Five, af- - 
cended the ſcaffold; where, after taking the gag 
out of his mouth, he was blindfolded. The 
hangmen then cut off his head at two blows, 
threw it with the body into a common hackney 
coach, and buried both in the church- yard 
neareſt to the rer of secutest _w _ 
aged on | 


In about ten u er; the Attomndy Get: 
ral of the Treaſury Court of the Parliament 
repreſented to that Court, tliat the effects 
found in Count Lally's apartments were 
ſo inconſiderable, that, as he had no ſettled 
reſidence in the kingdom, it might be juſtly 
ſuſpected great part of his moveable eſtate had 
been depoſited in other hands; and, without the 
interpoſition of the Court, might continue ſe- 
creted, to the great loſs, not only of the King 
to whom Count Lally's effects were confiſ- 
cated, but likewiſe of his creditors, and of the 
poor to whom part of them had been ad- 
judged. Upon this, the ſaid Court immediately 
iſſued a decree, injoining all perſons having any 
knowledge of the Count's moveable eſtate, 
or even papers, to declare to the Court what 
they knew of them, by the 2oth of June, on 
pain of being conſidered as reccivers and 


detainers of ſtolen goods. 


This 


yo 
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This decree made ſach an impreſſion, that, 
TR the expiration of the term therein limi- 
ted, no leſs than 1,409,900 livres worth of his 
effects were returned into Court, great part of 
which had been left with a gentleman in ſuch a 
manner, as to furniſh no more than a, mere 
ſurmiſe that they belonged to Count Lally. 
But, on breaking open an exterior cover, this 
ſurmiſe appeared to be but too juſtly grounded, 
to the no ſmall joy, it may be preſumed, of 
his enemies, as he had defied them to produce 
the ſhado of any fortune he had except what 
he had given the Miniſter a minute of; offer+ 
ing, withal, in caſe they did, to acknowledge 
himſelf guilty of all the charges brought againſt 
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